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Llandovery

TWO minutes from time with
the home side trailing 12-6 Hen-
dy were penalised thirty vards
out and Llandovery quickly
swung the ball out left 1o their
threeguarters moving at speed.

Crisp and skillul handling en-
abled centre Allan Thomas to
swerve through a bemused de-
fence for an excellent try, and
Carwyn Williams'. successful

12, Hendy 12

gaal kick from the edge of the
rouchline was emough to guaran-
tee the Towy Valley side a share
of the spoils.

Unfortunately, this one skilful
movement was an all oo rare
accurrence in a mistake-ridden
encounter, that neither side de-
served to win.

During the ning guarter
the wvisitors had threatened to

take the game by the scrufl of
the neck.

They crashed over the line
twice in as many minutes, only
to be brought back for five yard
scrummiages. But by and lﬂr[g‘
Hendy's scrummaging was [ar
from Solid at this early stage and
their attempted scoring  plovs
close to the ling were comfort-

SOUTH WALES GUARDIAN

Seph- 1A%

Ystalyfera 6

Llandovery 10
TERRITORIALLY the visitors fully deserved their first win

of the season,
final whistle,

Ystalyfera dominated the line-
outs with second row forwards
[Des Thomas and John Myers in
rremendous form but it was Llan-
dovery who were the better

scrummagers often pushing the
home pack vards back towards
their own line,

_Poor handling, however let the
visitors down, and it was a drop
oal bv Eifion Hughes midwa
through the w:undg half Wh:i':.';lr
gave Llandovery the decisive lead.

Llandovery, playing up the
slope and into the wind seored the
first try after 25 minutes,

The movement began well in
their own territory with scrum half
Carwyn Williams cleverly maoving
round the blind side and feeding
left wing Eirian Jones.

A mazy Tun took the winger into
the Ystalyfera 22 before a forward

ass brought Llandovery to a halt,

e home side’s hall backs failed
to clear from the ensuing scrum
and following a ruck Elfyn Jenkins
went over in the corner,

. But Ystalyfera came right back
into the game and on the stroke of
half-time took the lead.

~ Dutside half Noir James kicked
into space behind the Llandovery
threequarters, the ball was hacked
on and wing Huw Perry won the
race for the touchdown. Ryvan
Jones made it 6-4 with an excelient
conversion from the touchline,

but the result was in doubt right up until the

Llandovery's followers were
confident thai their side could take
full advantage of the wind and
slope in the sccond half but mis-
handling and poor control pro-
ceeded 1o let the visitors down.

They failed to capitalise on their
forward power when several times
they had scrums near the Ystaly-
fera line.

~When the ball was moved out
vital passes went to ground. and it
was full back Hughes, fielding a
kick ahead who ended the stale-
mate with a drop goal.

That, and a Carwyn Williams
penalty were the only scores of the
second half.

S0 while Ystalyfera slipped 1o
their second narrow defeat, Llan-
dovery remain unbeaten. It was an
encouraging forward performance
from them, and the return of Elfyn
lenkins to the back row provided
extra pacc.

Mo. B Chris Davies was also
conspicuous in the loose and exer-
cised control at the rear of the
scrum. while Tan Coldwell at loose
head prop serummaged effec-
tively.

On Saturday Llandovery face a
tough trip to Waunarlwydd in the
Schweppes Cup while Ystalyfera
tackle Alltwen in the same com-

e

petition,
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the home defence
discussion had sug-

ably held b
Fre-matc
gested that the home eight

would be hard pressed to keep
the strong Hendy eight at bay,
but this did not prove to be the
casc,

lan Jomes, Chris Davies and
Nigel Clarke were prominent in
a hard working home ?zck which
for very long penods gave as
good as they ook,

Late in the second half, the
only points registered were from
the boot — a brace of penalty
goals for the homeside by Car-
wyn Williams cancelled out by @
Péter Rees penalty goal and an

. Andrew Davies drop goal.

But then came what looked
like being a match-winning
score. The Hendy forwards were
uick to support a surge down
the right hand touchline, Wyn
Matthews drove on to the line
and scrum half Hugh Jones
crashed over under the posts.

_ Peter Rees' conversion made
it 12-6, but on an afternoon
when neither side could be en-
tirely happy with their perform-
ance it was only fituing that
Llandovery should emerge with
a draw.

MNeither side were keen to
release their backs, although
Hendy's Nigel Howells occa-
sionally looked dangerous.
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‘‘‘‘‘ TR Seph 2=
Llandgvery’s 9-3 half time lead penlltr !0f
?-Iarn:’arthan 155 was down to Williams' three o wcm lally
andovery 1 penalty goals to Anthony Drago- 10p al this Stage and ﬁimdﬁ
ni’s one for Carmarthen, occasions were desperately
LL*NDOV%'},Y Aleeady 2 Ceraits opened the second to scoring when both Noel Page

B i et SR s

[

Imd}bluwoh 1y, going | Once again it was Wil-

down to a try six into Eemmmm m liams who came 1o Llans s

injury time at Carmarthen. blem area for the m.ﬁma_grw_ !

h't'hgghv:s:tm; had been in front N i I_ﬂu]gd a l]):ie mt mﬂ an M&ﬁw .

throughout the game — Carwyn No. al i an So as the game entered i

Williams four gna!tjl' als and scored on the I:llm:!;I 'ap ﬁmetlwﬁﬁtg;na e mwhﬂ
| F:d goal had kept them mar- levelled the scores with the con- taken a winning , but with
| ginally in front, but a defensive version. virtually the last move of the game

crror in the dying seconds of the  Within minutes, Carwyn Wil- Carmarthen pounced on a poor
game saw Carmarthen charge liams restored the visitors lead kick ahead corne;
down a kick and score the vital try.  with a 35 metre pe'nzlg only for and

The pattern of the game was set  Nigel Langdon to .
early on with the heavier Carmar-
then pack giving the visitors a . .

torrid time in the scrums, EeR e RIS e, e
The Quins pack, a combination Carmarthen Quins defeated Llan.

l"lf }Tu“;, and gq;ﬁnemc were reg- w 16-15 after tralling 12-15 in injry

ularly able 1o push their nents

back at the scrums making. life Morlais Evans crossed for the win-

difficult for the Llandovery | Ding ry in that period and earlier scores

half-
backs, and open side win I’orwa.rﬁ mm“”m‘lhm!ﬁ:
Eh;il fﬂeyn{pnp:as first tusthc loose mﬂ ntﬁnlmuw With & penalty goal and
il alternoon, : Dragone
Llandovery attacked from the mg'm&m,
| start and twice in as many minutes Wﬂﬂnm:rm day for fiy half
wasted good sumng opportuni- with Sy scored all his side’s t
ties, first through a forward Ppenalty goals and a dropped
and then th.mughpmfhun lg M L TR

after a move down the Jeft
hand
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leduwn- are gmrgg well and
they moved into third spoi after a

endid 13-8 success al Pontard-

ulais.

Elfin Jenkins went over for the
solitary Llandovery try, while the «
ever reliable Capwyn Williams |
kicked three penalty goals.

[Ty
Pontarddulais 8
Llandovery 13

AFTER getting the better of
the first hall Pontarddulais ran
out of steam in the second and
were fortunate not to lose more
heavily.

Territorially and tactically the
"Bont were on top in the opening <
stages, and were deservedly shead
al half time. |

Liandovery were stronger in the
scrnms and lan Jones won decent
lineout ball, hut in the loose the
home side were superior and used
the ball intelligently to relense their
hacks, ;

Scrum hall Graham Alexander
was always dangerous and fall
back Alun Roberts ran strongly
with his threegquariers.

The visitors were guilty of somi
hasic MTITH;WL amd kicks
were pourly , Consequent-
Iy good atlacking opportunities
were wasted.

But whirt & change in the second
half? *Bont rarely managed to force
their way owt of their own half and
for long pericds they were forced
to defend desperately.

On a glorious autumn afternoon
hoth immediately showed |
they infended to run the ball, |

Pontarddulais made good use of
some poor Liandovery kicking to
set up dangerous attacking posi-
tions but il was the visitors who
were the first to score.

After a passing movement in-
volving mast of the team the ball
came back to Huw Thomas whose
inside pass gave Elfyn Jenkins an
o ity to score in the corner.

e score seemed to galvanise
the "Bont into action. Full back
Raoberts broke through the middie
and Darren Jenkins was only stop-
ped a yard from the line.

From the seram  Alexander
spread the ball along the line and
when full back Roberts came into
the line left wing John Goss was
left to score virtually unoppoesed,

Within minutes Pontarddulais
took the lead after some very slack
:i:&nt: by Llandovery, From Tully

80 metres oul Graham Alexander
broke through the lineout, kicked
ahead and scored an excellent
opporunist try to follow the four
he bagged last week

"Bont had the sun on their backs
in the second half but they were a
spent force and gradually Llandoy-
ery moved ahead to win the gi:me
rather comfortably with three
penalty goals from Carwyn Wil
liams.

Without taking anything away
from the visitors they once again
failed to make the mosi of their
chances. Scoring opportunities 5
were wasted and some good p.
sion was kicked away aimlessly.
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Over

AN inspired performance
from Llandovery ended Ken-
fig Hill’s ﬂ'ueuunl‘nhe
successive , took their
ground record and carried
the Towy Valley side into the
first round proper of the

Sl '3".’

the hill!

The Llandovery pack was

Kenfig Hill 6, Llandovery 7 Sbalagil e the: det-pleces —

X Kﬂﬂg‘ssﬂ'umwunl'hmpushad
when centre Phillip Jones put ately over the final few minutes back vards, and in the lineouts
Kenfig in front with a breakaway under increasing pressure —  second rows Page and Jones and
try following an interception late  twice the posts were shaved with  No. 8 Clarke won the lion's share
in the second half. ~ drop ammptslndpﬂ of the ball

But Llandovery dramatically Clive dropped the In the rucks and mauls howev:
hounced back and bulky prop with the line at his mercy. er the home side won some useful
Phil Davies forced his way over But the visitors hung on and  ball — but both sides were ham
following a ruck to give the visi- the final whistle was greeted by a  pered by a strong wind blowing
tors a slender lead. huge sign of relief from the Llan-  across the pitch.

A Although there were no points
scored, Llandove

were well on top in the first half.
Carwyn Williams was wide with
a goal and Elfyn

Following an offside infr
mwmwmem

ko - 74 ﬂith'SadioPBhdr.n .yan_t.‘
BRI Vi
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Morgan

sinks
leaders

18108

cormer g
Carwyn Williams soon kicked
the visitors into the lead

but right
half-time Ruddell’s 3
e te, dos: 108 Sy

Burry Port 9,
Liandovery 23
‘LLANDOVERY maintained
their Section B promotion
charge

RS R

against a disappointing With the wind advantage and a
Burry Port side, but with a tiring Burry Port Lhntevet Llandovery 7
little 'more discipline the mar- :ﬁmmdnmut:'lhg_
Bur:}l?ﬂtmulllw lead within mm“uumh;ckuflm A:m‘:ﬂvh\' I:rj-.;l:i;
mgm"lg'm"mpmﬂl}' and 8 M#mﬁ mhﬂﬂmﬂmnumm
i or
ﬂa s:nun"; penalty ten minules  pigan Hughes to cross un- brought the game to life after
later gave the home side a 60 . Carwyn Williams eon- lhndmhddunﬂmdth
¢ §
kl]‘j 's reply was a Tim \'m—l—ﬁ% ded a period of Ly "
wm-ﬁmmm mﬂp,m"'“' Liandovery Fly half Andrew Snell inter-
B ‘Emhu an Jones who Eirlan Jones try re- ~ cepied a pass virtually on his own
%ﬁmuﬂ:hmum g e ' line and kicked downfield. Lian-
mo[thh—mﬂdﬁ ““mi“ﬂ:#;w fI.thl!n“ﬁ ) ﬂmm ]Iﬂlhﬂ:ﬂrm
well rucked by Llandovery b e Will 4 -
wing Williams scored in the jgered is second try of the after- and scrum scrum half Gal-
fradais & noan in injury time with lagher worked his way over for a
. Williams converting from try on the blind side
b i Y touchline. o - For the first time in the match
‘_f_l H=§te Saturday sees the visit of Car- Dunvant were ahead but this
marthen tl&:[tlcanlg:hlﬁ“‘ﬂlb“s palvanised the home side into grea-
SECOND PLACED useful test before te o0 et ter efforts and ‘within misstes
Cup &

LLANDOVERY cruised to &
239 win at Burry Port, this
despite trailing 97 at half-
time.

week.
#

Two penalty goals from

Steve Ruddall pushed Bu st, Friday, May 1, 1981 45

Port into a 6-0 lead after 1 wing Huw Morgan a
minutes, before Tim Williams piss.
struck back with an uncon- The game was

verfed corner 1ry.

Although a (';jlrwyn L\i’-"il-
liams alty goal put Lian-
dov:rypei: front for the first
time. Ruddall regained the

mnﬂuﬂm’:;;d a
strong cross wind and rain,
although w.l was in excellent
condition the circumstances,

i held the advantage
e T such. eifort of he at the scrums and lineouts but
: 8 Dunvant's forwards had the betier
match just before the interval. | of e
The second half belonged to the rucks mauls.
Llandovery, who eventually The Dunvant back row com-
had little difficulty in picking bined cleverly with scrum hall
S ms e e
Eirian lones went over for a By Harry Davies Tﬂﬂﬁmﬂ! in Wesl Wales.
further try, whilc Carwyn Wil- AFTER missing the last seven Left wing and former youth
e s el matches through injury Geraint plaver Richard Subherland who
oo ol Bowen is expecied to return @t wedrmhﬁhrﬂmﬁm
full-back for Llanelli when they end e g s
the season at Coventry tomorrow. tackle by Carwyn Williams to stop
His understudy, Martin Gravelle, him scoring late in the game.
is unavailable as he will be playing Within minutes Carwyn Wil
cricket for Llangennech. MI\!I Liandovery the lead
" e Mark Douglas s unfit and. with second penalty attempt -
LLANDOVERY'S 7-6 win Carwyn Williams, the Llandovery but goal kicking was o prove
at Kenfi Hil!l_:nsh:al‘mc :Tiﬁurl. serum-half, is Kevin Thomas' new difficult l'h"e :r\h:km -
by lar t t perform- 4 | After
e e pere mained om top lerilion

Altho it took @ try three
minutes from time by Phil
Davies to give Llandovery
their victory, the local heroes
had done cnough to deserve

their success. Carwyn Willimms
had landed an earlier penalty
goal.

Derek Quinnell returns af lock
and is joined by David Mathias, on
permit from New Dock Stars.

In the back-row Alun Davies
resunies ol No, 8 but ane of the flank
positions has yet to he filled.

Lianelli: G. Bowen; B, Taylor, R.
V. R. Gravell (capt.), P. Hopkins,
R. HRecs-Evans; K. Thomas, C.
Willkiams: L. Delaney, H, Thomas,
C. Thomas, D. Quinnell, D,
Mathias. N. Sanders, A. Davies, A.
N. Other.
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Y wide, and as ujur;l'(..

~ approached both Carwyn

Y and Alun Thamas put in maich
lackles,
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fever!

Wanderers are next

Trimsaran 0
Llandovery 26

CUP fever has once again
gripped Llandovery — the
West Wales Section B pace-
setters confidently brushed
aside the challenge of Trim-
sarin F?:h Samrdng: to earn I:I
plum we up seco
round tie at p“e to Glamor-
gan Wanderers on December

e

Another outstanding perform-
ance from their heavyweight
pack paved the way for victory,
and you can be sure that the

No w Ihrﬂugh...Tri‘u ill Evans is thrown

Liandovery eight will pose many
a problem for their first class
visitors in the second round.

The game was effectively won
and lost in the first half when
Trimsaran, with the advantage
of the wind and the slope fuiled
to score, It was Llandovery who
changed over in the lead and
they went on to completely
dominate the second hall,

Trimsaran however never
gave with Simon James the
pick of their forwards and right
wing Tyrone Hughes a tireless
tackler. On several occasions
Hughes prevented Llandovery
scoring further tries and his sterl-
ing work kept his side in the

high into the air by some solid Llandovery tackling.

game in the first half.

Llandovery won the toss and
elected to play into the wind and
up the slope but within minutes
they were ahead. Alun Thomas
split the Trimszaran defence with
a devastating break down the
middle and (ollowed up his kick
ahead to score.

That was the way it stayed
until half-time, a with the
elements in their favour Llan-
dove took control in the
sccond half.

Outside half Carwyn Williams
put the Trimsaran defence under
pressure with some high up-and-
unders and from & scrum five
metres out Chris Davies picked
up and scored. ;

Minutes later 2 mismove in
the centre saw full back Germnt |
Williams running through to

\  5COTC.

Brother Carwyn converted
and added a penalty goal fen
minutes later.

Carwyn Williams increased
the lead with a tlrcpfoal. before
Llandovery mapﬂ: it up with
the best try of the game.

Following some powerful
scrummaging the ball was moved
quickly out to Alun Thomas,
and the centre once again broke
through to score near the posts,
Carwyn Williams converted.

All in all it was a team
effort by Llandovery but at for-
wiard Chris Davies and Nigel
Clarke were especially promin-
ent and centre Alun Thomas was
the best attacker on view. Bring
on the Wanderers!

o

There's no
1 » a five

Liandovery
yard scrum.

Chris Davies 25 he forces his side’s

second try

Page 7
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| Late flourish
does justice

Llandovery 26
Ystalyfera 9

FIVE tries without reply in-
dicate a comprehensive vic-
tory, but Ystalyfera, fresh

before racing in from 25 yards and
Tim Williams scored thé best try
of the game right on the final
whistle.
A mismove al threequarters
ave the wing a 40 yard run to the
ine. Carwyn Williams converted.

G- 12-8 Crashed
Fly-haf Carwyn Williams

mirbuted 23

points  for

sction B leaders Llandavery,
ho defeated Carmarthen by

w1-20. Williams fired over four
enalties, two conversions and

rossed for a try. In reply,
entre Anthony Dragoni rifled
wver four penalties for the

from their annihilation of Car- ~
marthen the week before, were

in contention until well into the
second half.

Poor handling and indecision
close to the Ystalyfera line had |
prevented Section B leaders Llan- |
dovery from wrapping the game |
up much earlier, and if it hadn't

(- 1a-gC

Classy Carwyn

Llandovery 31, Carmarthen 20

B | -

been for one magnificent tackle AN OUTST poin i
from Alun Thomas on visiing | IN@W Dock Stars 10 nulside-hnll‘l:;ﬁn l]'\{'4-'l|‘:f:i1|inmzIli scm-i?'ge :lsplay_hy ey
wing Noir .Fames;];allowing an i]}- ' “Mum 10 " the Quins ¥u gave the home side victory over
terception in the second half, | ) S e = | q 3
Ystalyfera would even have come | NEW DOCK could thank  After Williams had opencd he d
within a single point of Llan- | their lucky stars for the rﬂlllh scoring through a dmgr;:d tnic pgjkpgg ﬂ;ﬁﬂ.‘} th;h.-fe ;j:m-n R
dovery. d , | they took from this top-ol-the-. 'c and Quins centre Anthony passed o ) ris Davies ??S

It was only in the closing stages table Section B . Dragoni swopped penalties before  when he was tackled, Ca
that the home side emg asised They were com ootplived E!u: Davies touched down for the Williams was inevitably on hm:‘:{g
;ty:;r:nzupemmty with a burst of i e Bei mkf;tﬂ’m!: “E_ﬁul?'.gmbfthc game, converted by céve ::-Ivfjr for a try which he

: . Liandovery = i nverted.

Once again the Llandovery " feather in the league lead- ; Diespite th being vi
eight were dominant — they qUEER . weeks st on halftime Carmarthen i g
sc%um.maged sujidi}'a.." s mn:{ ers'cap. Only a couple of hit back through g Nigel Langdon Over 85 a confest by this tme

: Carmarthen, to their credi :
‘?ﬂﬁi:mmt'ﬂ'mdﬁﬁ%w' gave up and their pre:s?:}enc;;’
£ S another Wiﬂia{gs: JIrel:.:rarvl:_lm.i with & consolation try by
penalty w?f? Iwo  successful -____E TS Soin i,
llt;mpt: of his own. <
ut then came the turning point
af the maich when UHnsgfery

scrum-halfl Eifion  Hughes went

Both sides began at a cracki] . :
pace and after Llandovery SSRE thage. A poor raf
missed two kicks at goal New Da
went three in front with an
Adrian Stuart penalty.

Liandovery eould feel aggrieved
at falling behind after Invln%’:;
much of the early play, but
were spon in the lead. Carwyn
Williams chipped into space and
after work by Alun Thomas
and Huw Morgan No. 8 Nigel

controlled the lineouts and the |
back row of Nigel Clarke, Elfyn |
Jenkins and Chris Davies were |
everywhere, No, 8 Clarke's two |
tries were a fair reflection of his
efforts. !

Within ten minutes of the start,
Ystalyfera, with a strong wind |
behind them were six points in
front — Meyers and Perry both
kicking penalties.

Llandovery replied midway
through the half. when Clarke
picked up at the back of a scrum to
score with Carwyn Williams con-
verting. They went in front five
minutes after the interval with
Clarke's second try, again con-
verted by Williams.

Huw

scrummaging machine in the

Schw .
Lhmf:mmmﬂk hall a dozer
strikes against the head while .
the lineouts lan Jones was sy
reme. y

erry brought Ystalyfera

back into the game with a penalty e Williams® c:mt:!rm put the
and the visitors were looking league leaders 6-3 in front at half-
dangerous. e :

But scrum hall Eifion Hughes
scored an opportunist try when
Ystalvfera heeled the ball over
their own line and failed to clear.

Two tries in injury time gave the
scoreline a respectable look,

Wyn Morgan gathered a loose

Tﬁamﬂhﬂ

ball ‘at the front of the lineout O ot o i Mok Tiaek ire
pinned back and Clarke and

defeat,
fully for Llandovery Stuart's last-
m conversion attempt sailed just
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SECTION B leaders Llan-
dovery seemed to have their
minds fixed on next Saturday’s
big cup clash and they were
fortunate to escape with a point
after a lack-lustre display
against the *Bont.

Llandovery dominated the first
half but in a dramatic about-turn
Pontarddulais spent most of the
second half in their opponents® 22
and only some desperate Llandov-
ery defence stopped them from

Scrum half Graham Alexander
was the man who posed most of the

(12~12--€C

Sua

problems with his darting runs and
accurate Kicks, while prop Huw
Roberts was also conspicuous with

some charging runs from the back
of the line-outs.

Llandovery 9
Pontarddulais 9

But all in all Llandovery were
held up simply because, for once,
they were matched up front by the
‘Bont eight.

The game began with Llandov-
ery comfortably in control, and
after a couple of misses Carwyn

Williams kicked the home side into

en-up for

v Amman

efneithin 3

s march towards

ption went on a.

action of Section

of the injured Jeff
very, they seem to
s in recent weeks.
t three minutes to
ne crowd on a cold
t' was followed up
» went over. Alan
1d United were to

their conversion

five yard penalty. Amman could have doubled their
tally during the opening half, but some stubborn
defending, from Cefn’s Mills, Peter Woolard and
ex-Welsh Cross Country schoolboy champion Nigel
Price kept the score JGWI‘I.

But the visitors’ defence was breached onee again
ten minutes into the second half when Alan Davies
tremendous solo. break provided the opening for
Dai Evans to notch his second try. Unfortunately
there was an ugly outbreak of violence on the hour,

. prompting the referee to give both sets of players a

stern lecture, Some were lucky to stay on the field.

Amman increased their advantage and broke the
20 point barrier for the second week when coach
and full back Colin Matthews burst into the line to

take a pass from Kevin Lewis and dive over in the
corner.

T ——— w i s,

Page 9

| Llandovery
so nearly let it slip

the lead :#h a penalty following &
line-out offence.

That lead was increased to 9-0
before half-time when Elfyn Jenk-
ins was pushed over the "Bont line
following a maul, with Williams
adding the extra points.

' But the second hall was almost a
direct reversal of the first with the

' ‘Bont continually on the offensive.
Early in the half Steve Bowling
reduced the arrears with a penalty

| put Llandovery held out until five
minutes from time.

From a scrum len metres out,
sutside half Ihurwlil:ii';I dummied ]::5

| over under the Ents a
b ;naiy Richards® conversion levelled

he scores.
t  The 'Bont face another tough
est at New Dock Stars on Satur-
! lay, while Llandovery will be bat-
¢ ling with Glamorgan Wanderers
it; 1 the Schweppes Cup.

5 _UIdm‘ery stretched 't_hf:ir
advantage at the top of Sectmg
B, despitc beingPheld to a 9-
draw b vi&iﬁn‘g ontarddulais.
Second placed Loughor and
third in the table New Dock
8
SI%{SJ:Tsn‘t one of ngnduvi
's best displays, and as
:Erg;esta lastp{w:ek some of
the players may have had one
on the Sl:l)':wappes Welsh
ﬁ«‘e} Cup second round tie with
Glamorgan Wanderers
LOMOTTOW.

Jenkins went over for
tholzs “;glitar}r Llandovery Iry,
Carwyn Williams mnvcr‘u:? it
and kicking @ penalty goal.

Burry Port changed plac?s
with bottom of the table
Ystalyfera after a}?J—lU defeat

inst their nvais. ;
ag?miling 19-0 at one tll‘ﬂeﬁ
Burry Port fought back we
but the deficit proved 100 big.
Les Williams and John Rees

oo

— e e

bbed a try apiece for Burry
:ﬁ, Kevin Bowen adding on<
conversion.



t GLAMORGAN WANDERERS
can be sure of one thing when
they visit Llandovery in the
IBchweppes Cup on Saturday
— Jock Watkins will have

done his homework on them.
The former Pontypridd hooker
who coached the West Wales side to an
historle eup win over Pontypridd two
years ago has assessed the Wanderers
and made plans to counter them.
b As a result Llandovery. beaten
Fonly omee this season, have altered
1 their forward formation and Eump:d
| for a “horses for courses”
Weight and experience is given
| priority in the front row where 31-year-
»old policeman Dail Thomas is recalled
i to share the propping duties with Phil
Davies. Between them they provide a
"33 stone cormerstone for the Llan-
I dovery serummage unit.
“Daj the Book" and “Phil the
|- Beast,” as they are locally known, are a
formidable pair. Dai cut his teeth as a
scrummager with Abercrave and New
Dock Stars while Phil, slightly the
heavier of the two at 17 stone, learned
" his trade with Waunariwydd.
- Unlike his teammate Davies was
lrnnt. a member of the side that beat
| Pontypridd, but since joining Lian-
| dovery last year he has added a con-
'ﬂuPNﬂFMHmM presence to the
rpack.
x The second row is also readjusted
by the reintroduction of the &f% 4in,
-16% stone Wyn Willlams to provide
" extra height and bulk in the line out.
This means sacrificing 37-year-old
veteran Noel Page, a great stalwart
who shared the second row with
Williams in the cup two years ago. This
time Williams is parinered by lan
Jones who has already made a couple
‘of appearances for Ebbw Vale, and is
considered a fine prospect.
“We have the strength ln our line
out," explained the Llandovery coach.
“The Wanderers have three rather tall

Courtesy Carwyn and Geraint Williams

Warning for
Wanderers

By MALCOLM LEWIS
forwards, and we have to do something ¥
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ta being a bit apprehensive about the e
outcome but chatrman Ernje Prosseris  Liandybl

® The Llandovery side which bea

season. That feat earned them a

t Pontypridd 21-6 in the
place in the first round

Schweppes Cup last
proper this season.
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@ He's over! Llandovery No 8 Nigel Clarke '[ubcu)

m:hﬂmwwlhwhputhismdem while = =

ElfinllHugllu[hlow)s::chileﬂom back-line in
on.

'\_l"l"._1"."' L% \\\
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RULARRRRRR R RN blindside.of o sevues oy i holf Gerald Williams, probes the
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James pays
his debt

By ROBERT COLE

Llandovery 9 pts, Glamorgan Wanderers 19 ;

ACCORDING TO Wanderers skipper Paul Prickett, second row
Lyndon James owed him a game. But what the promising
: expectations.

build-up to the cup game, L
were quite t
Wanderers'




&
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were a disa

. 7-=Fia
DESPITE a magnificent effort from their pack Llandovery bowed out of the Schweppes

Cup, but the West Wales side emerged with great credit.

In the end it was the
Wanderers' greater expericnce
and tactical awareness that
made all the difference — but
Llandovery ran them closer
than the final scoreline sug-
gosts,

The home side were ahead
for a period in the second half
and ixhock looked a distinct
possibility.

The dominent feature of the

game was Lyndon James' line
out play. The six feet eight inch
forward gave as good a display
of ling out 'u.mg'ng a5 has been
seen at I.ja. ery, but the
Wanderers also had a controll-
ing influence at scrum half,
_ The former Welsh interna-
tional Gerald Williams is still a
class player and his kicking late
in the game kept Llandovery
on the defensive,

The visitors threequarters
intment — the
two wings had so little 5-
sion they must have 1Rgu t
they were playing for Ponty-
pool! The centre combination
of Easmon Holland and Nick
Ward produced nothing of
noie.

The class player was full

back Mark Henbury who was
very effective when he ran into
the threequarter line, and had
the ability o kick the ball
enormous distances.

In the scrummages Llandoy-
ery easily held their own.

Dai Thomas and Phil
Davies held their enis
comfortably, while in the back
row Elfyn Jenkins was again in
excellent form and was
awarded the National West-
minster Bank Trophy as Llan-
dovery's ‘man of the match’.

Llandovery had the worst
possible start conceding a try
within forty five seconds of the
kick off,

Wyatt kicked off for the
visitors but Llandovery failed
to return the ball to touch and
[ull back Henbury kicked the
ball deep into Llandovery
ternitory,

Llandovery put the ball into
the lineout, the ball was tapped
back and the Wanderers hook-
er Mark Shugar was through in
a flash to towch down.

This was the start Llandov-
cry didn't want — hardly a
Llandovery plaver had yet
touched the ball,

® Gerald Williams clears as the Llandovery eight pile on the

Llandovery 9
Glamorgan
Wanderers 19

Henbury's conversion was
wide but he soon stretched his
side’s lead with a penalty from
35 metres.

To their credit Llandovery
came roarin into  the
game — therr forwards pro-
duced a fine display and Car-
wyn Williams reduced the
arrcars with a drop goal mi-
nutes later.

Llandovery had just the
tonic they needed shortly after
‘half-time. Nigel Clarke scored
from a pushover and Carwyn
Williams converted to give 1
home side a 9-7 lead.

But shortly afterwards, with
the Wanderers pack in retreat
near the half way line danger
suddenly emerged.

The scrum wheeled slightly
tawards the touch line and Mo,
B Owain Williams picked up
before flicking the ball 1o
Gerald Williams,

He returned the ball to the
No. 8 who made progress to-
wards Llandovery's linc. Full
back Williams took the No.B
oul but Lyndon James was up
in support to score. Henbury
converted.

pressure.

Pack excels

| ® Clap hands!... Wanderers® glant Lyndon James wins the ball once agadn at the Encout,
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Llandovery 19, Loughor 9
THIS top of the table clash was a triumph for the Williams®
of Llandovery. The nineteen points were all scored by the
Williams™ — left wing Tim scoring two tries, second row Wyn
a third try and outside half Carwyn adding two conversions
and a penalty.

Loughor on their first visit to Llandovery for many a year could
only reply with three penalty goals, but the result was in doubt up
until the final Llandovery try scored ten minutes before the final
whistle.

Loughor, led by the former Llanelli scrum half Selwyn Williams
showed themselves capable of open rugby,

Gareth Banfield was the instigator of several promising moves in
the centre and Williams showed his class with the quality of his
passing.

Right from the start, right wing Geoff Mills showed good
footballing sense and was a danger to the Llandovery defence all
afternoon.

At forward the Loughor back-row was prominent and none did
better than No. 8 Steve Howells whose driving runs was a source of
inspiration to his team.

oth sides showed their intentions 1o play open antacking rugby
and after ten minutes the home side went ahead.

‘Carwyn saves
the day

Llandovery 18
Carmarthen 16

Apart from Glamorgan

have been Carmarthen, and in
Saturday’'s West Wales Cup
clash they once again pushed
the Towy Valley side close.

win the game but Llandovery
edged home with a late
goal to book a first round trip to
all-conguering Mumbles.

Both sides opted to run the ball
from the outset, but from one
over-ambitious threequarter
breakout Llandovery went be- D
hind

division inside :rﬁr ows 2

dovery were gul .
ass gd rancngi Welsh Youth

per Amhn?‘ Dragone pounced 10

score for Carmarthen.

But going behind was just the
spur the home side needed. From
a scrum five meires out No. 8
Nigel Clarke fed Eifion Hughes
al\.gdrelhe scrum half scored in the
corner. Carwyn Williams con-
verted.

A forward pass robbed Carmar-
then of a try shorily afterwards,
and the visitors were then a;l.l.ll'? of
conceding a soft try shortly before
the interval.

—
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ian rugby... Guardian rugby...

A lineout mp—buchk l}ve;;:u m'ler
o the head of scrum hal colm
Both sides had opportunities 10 oo g "Eifen Jenkins was on
hand to make the rlgacl:.gu:i:;
Williams in COmVE
llanduve:ygil 12-4 half time lead.

But the game was far from over
and with the wind behind them
Carmarthen respon 1
from prop Kevin Bowler whic
ncﬂlmnmﬂed. G ;

5 ith the home cro wondn‘ -
Working the ball along the haﬂk: i.II.g whether the slender two point

Llandovery RFC Team Records CGWO05

Courtesy Carwyn and Geraint Williams

Llandovery gained possession on the half-way line and Elfyn
Ienkins drove F:mrd committing the Loughor defence. The move
was carried on by Kling Morris before Tim
Carwyn Williams converted. .

Loughor came right back into the game and outside half Huw
James reduced the arrcars with a penalty.

But it was Llandovery who looked the more dangerous and one
magnificent three-quarter move was only held up by a forward pass.

ut right on half-time, from an indirect penalty Carwyn Williams
haisted an ‘up and under” right onto the visitors line. The ball was
taken by Chris Davies and his pass put second row Wyn Williams
over. Carwyn Williams converted.

The second half began with Loughor dominating. The scrums
suddenly went Loughor's way and within minutes Gareth Banfield
reduced the arrcars with a penalty.

Ca Williams kicked a penalty goal for Llandovery, but again
Banfield replied with a penalty.

The game was finally sealed with Llandovery’s third try. Full back
Gieraint Williams opened up play from a Loughor kick ahead, Wyn
Williams handed on to centre Alun Thomas on the half-way line and
a glorious outside break took the centre right up to the Loughor line.
His pass to Tim Williams saw the winger juggle the ball and score the
decisive 1ry. :

This victory stretches Liandovery's lead at the top of Section B but
with only oné home game remaining there are several difficult away
matches remaining before the league championship is decided.

The return pame at Loughor could well decide the league
championship.

illiams ¢rossed the line.

lead would be enough to see Llan-
dovery through disaster struck.
Carmarthen’s Nigel Langdon
made a dramatic interception and
raced half the length of the field to |
score, with Dragone adding the

ded with a
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Dunvant 8
Llandovery 10
LADY LUCK smiled on
elect

Llandovery
y when they
were fortunate to beat Dun-
vant and ete the dou-
ble over the Swansea side,
_ Too ofien the
forwards were slow 1o the
breakdowns w:th the ::u:E:I
ul'thelwur yn

. Mark Perduc and Nigel
Sore Iﬂfitl'l::ﬂbhﬂ"fl:l'
the side when Bu
had to leave the field wi

Clﬂlm% Gallagher at
an
dwgmmr hu:hnpu?uh“m

ple conversions.
He had the simplest of
chances 1o w the teams

||sed the first of his penalties.

how 1o do it to
30 in front.
The Dunvant forwards

swarmed over their opponents

:lllrm minutes and after sever-

4y :rywre

unable 1o preven

Price scoring whenmze b.m
out of & ruck near the

But Williams again
rﬂpﬂndedcuwwri?h ] nult;g;nd
was then the architect behind

his side"s

Wiﬂhmundned a high up
under which was not
cleared and a knock-on gave
the wisitors a scrum on the
Dunvant 22.

No. 8 Clarke directed the
ball cleverly to scrum half Ei-
fion I-Ing es whose pass
allowed right wing Eirian
Jones 1o cross the line virtually

'y

i

n munlﬂ inta  the
hall Dunvant scored

2. .1-87 3

grea

the is.
Vﬁm easy comversion t
red that thz

mms be level.
Unfortunately in scoring

Ilfmgulmm

Iy unsettled full back Davies
wlm missed the easiest of

Bulh sides had chances 1o
win the game, but it was Llan-
dovery who showed them-

Carwyn Williams soon
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Back in top flight

PICTURED left are the 3
vistorious Llandovery side after ::
they had beaten Burry Port :
22.7 to bounce back into Sec-
tion A of the West Wales Rughy
* Union just a vear after being 3
relegated. :
The difference beiween the 3

two teams was Llandovery's &

i powerful scrummaging and @
their first two tries both came 3
from five vard scrums. &

Eifion Hughes and lan Jones
were the scorers after they had
been fed by No. 8 Nigel Clarke. :

A splendid move involving :
Chris Davies, Eifion Hughes :
and Geraint Williams resulted :
in a try for wing Tim Williams,
A and the fourth try fell to Car- :
& wyn Williams following a heel :
. against the head. Carwyn also ;

converted three times. :

Burry Port’s points came via :
a Steve Ruddall penalty and a :
late try from scrum half :

o

"t

T e o L T B RN H R I B R
B et e R et e o

i = - &

Rusty Llandovery
sent tumbling

Mumbles 10, Llandovery 3 e eviar

LACK of match practice over the last three weeks left try converted by Gravelle. Green-
Llandovery struggling for the last quarter of the match and wood charged down a drop-out to
Mumbles were to take control and secure their place in score an opportunist try.

the next round of the cup. The visitors looked well placed
It was a game that Llandovery former Glamorgan Wanderers with the wind at their backs in the

could have won — they did every- man John Davies excelled for second half, but despite the efforts

thing but cross the Mumbles line
towards the end of the first half
when they trailed 6-3 — but on
balance the home side just about
deserved the victory.

For once Llandovery were
second best in the lineouts where

Mumbles and with such a steady
supply of possession fly half Phil
Gravelle was able to keep Llan-
dovery pinned back with some
accurate punts.

Llandovery went ahead when
Carwyn Williams kicked a penalty

of Nigel Clarke up front they
failed to take advantage.

They lost Chris Davies through
injury and simply ran out of stcam
in the last 20 minutes,

The clinching try came when
Mumbles scrum half Simon Evans
made a blindside break and David
Longdon went over in the corner.

Llandovery can now concen-
trate on making a bid for the
championship utle. A point at
Hendy on Saturday will give them
the Section B crown and put them
into the play-offs, the for
which was made yesterday
(Wednesday).
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Ammanford 18 Llandovery 40

ALUN THOMAS bagged
five tries as Llandovery easily
overcame Ammanford in
Saturday’s friendly.

Guesting for Ammanford was
their former fly half Clive James,
and although be brought the best
out of the home backs Llandovery
were able to show just why they
are heading straight back to Scc-
tion A at the first time of asking.

Although Ammanford went
close early on when wing Shaun
O’'Malley was held up on the line,
Llandovery were soon into a ten
point lead with two tries from
Alun Thomas, one of which was
converted by Carwyn Williams.

Llandovery dominated with
their pack winning good ball and
their ks spinning the ball at
every opportunity but Amman-
ford were still able to score a fine
try on 25 minutes through Shaun
O'Malley.

Scrum half Alan Davies split the
Llandovery defence and alter the
ball had been moved wide O Mal-
ley wenl over in the corner.

By half time, however, Llan-
dovery had added three more tries

through Huw Thomas, Alun Tho-
mas and Carwyn Williams with
Williams converting once.

The entertainment continued in
the sccond half and Ammanford
clawed their way back to within 12

oints with tries from full back
¥n Evans and Clive James, Lyn
Evans converting the latter.

The next three tries all fell to
Liandovery. Wing Tim Williams
followed up a chip ahead to score
before Alun Thomas ba his
fourth and fifth tries following
some impressive threequarter
work.

Ammanford had the final word
when Clive James® long pass put
Paul -Rees over in the comer.

All in all the Ammanford pack
held their own in the scrums and
took one or two strikes against the
head while Llandovery ruled the
lineouts and showed far more class
in the back division.

Llandovery still need one more
point to be certain of the Section B
title and will then meet the win-
ners of the Section D versus Sec-
tion E clash in the championship
semi-final play-off.

Stron,
~ first half and

lip- 357

_ Llandovery and
Amman take
Section titles

Loughor 7, Llandovery 10

VICTORY for Llandovery brought them the Section B title
on Saturday, but for Loughor their season could be turning
sour right at the death.

Loughor close to the Liandovery line outside
half Frazer Lloyd made a break on
the blindside to score a fine try.
Unfortunately for Loughor the
conversion attempt bounced hack
of the upright.

passing Wyn Williams broke
through several tackles to score.

PENALTY
S0 Llandovery lead 10-4 at the
turn-round bul minules after the

were constantly in the thick of the
action.

Liandovery took the lead early
on when Carwyn Williams slotted
two penalties, the first from fully
40 metres, and although
had their chances, Gareth Banfield
was unable to match the accuracy
of Williams.

» however came hack
towards the end of the (Amman Utd.)) versus Section

. AN Lk T A scrum
" Llandovery enjoy S
landgy
1 e
[l B
! freedom °f fro #k c their 213 Eood value fyy
| d 535 g at Heng
¥ Hendy v Llandovery ht when ex n":: e Flar:dy]
i ednesday w cellent n
[ it st sl TS W = of the —— “Hhe ¥ w0 point
Liandovery were : advantage of the absence terval with o% The
A Mf:nin"mh;kmﬂsmﬁ in a typically end-of-season B-6. the visitars leading
‘the , with the champions eventia'ly T r o Llandoyery p,
frolic under by the convincing ma of a goal, three tries the rw“dr!’ ad the better of
pig k= 10 4 goal and two i second-hape - in the
a pe 'g"" Davies and Carwyn “’1 mnm m Carwyp :Jf and  full.pgep
indicated that they had locked their KIS IC0 or e might as nine points wi o™ SOntributeq
rooms and attack and counter- “ally brought into g “d-.‘l.‘ﬂrlum ~+ 8 penalry
|| mmdﬂmwm‘ﬁmmﬁm'm pass invariably went Points for e oo O Boist his
- Inhe care s aper M fders e o v Other. e came o, .
; rom
ancammy Knack ol e To o Vel side s Davier el Clark ang Cho
victory. Hughes with the latter also converting For Hendy 1an Jenkins seopg
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Captain ... Geraint Williams, captain of the Llandovery side
expected to leave the field victorious, but Athletic had other
ideas. {Picture by Ralph Carpenter

¥ P o

.. Athletic's Simon Rogers tries to wrestle the ball from
{Picture by Ralph Carpenter

Mine .
one of Llandovery's forwards.

Carmarthen Athletic 15
Llandovery 0

Needing to win against
the champions in order to
survive in Section B of the
West Wales League, next
year, the Athletic produced
their pest performance of
the season before a partisan
home crowd.

The Reds could not have
wished for a better start as
they immediately pressu-
rised the Llandovery line,
forcing a five metre scrum.

A cohesive forward drive
against a heavier wisitin
eight enabled scrum-half,
Simon Rogers, to touch
down for the pushover try.
Robbie Jones added the
extra points with an angled
conversion into the strong
wind.

Richard Lewis’ pack con-
tinued to dominate
throughout the half with
Keith Jones and Anthony
Bassett winning impressive
line-out ball, for half-
backs, Rogers and Mike
Owens to kick their team
down the touch-line.

Another attempt at a

pushover try resulted in a
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Llandovery player infring-
ing and Robbie Jones kick-

the penalty for a com-
fortable nine point interval
lead.

In the second-half the
expected Llandovery
onslaught was countered by
crunching tackles by cen-
tres, Carwyn Harries and
Robbie Jones, and good
covering by wingers,
Jonathon Lewis and Rhodri
Lewis.

Full-back, Anthony
Maynard, had another solid
game, catching and kicking
efficiently.

Michael Morris took six
strikes against the head in
the scrums with the help of
Enﬁs, Rick Stone and

ichard Lewis, whilst the
back row of Meredydd
Davies, Malcolm Morse
and number eight, Malcolm
Lennard were outstanding.

The game was made sa
with another push-over try,
this time on the Llandovery
Ept—m_ The scorer was

imon Rogers. Another
magnificent touch-line con-
version by Robbie Jones
wrapped ui a good after-
noon's work for his team.




