Calor Gas main dealer Tommy Brown of
Llandovery with Carwyn Williams, captain of the

victorious Llandovery rugby team,
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following
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their victory in the Calor Invitation Swans
Tournament. Picture: Richard Firstbrook
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What a cracker! That was
the verdict after Llandovery's
away win in their first
Heineken League fixture of
the season.

Far from being a classic,
nevertheless the game was
exciting and tense up to
the final whistle. With the
half-time score at 6-all,
this was still the score
with only a few minutes to
go, when the ball was
worked to Carwyn Davies
on the left wing.

He shrugged off his
opposite number’s attempt
at a tackle and was in at

Davies s

—

Llandovery are looking
good for Heineken glory
judging by the excellent
139 home win over Hein-
eken League second divis-
ion opponents Dunvant,

After taking a first
minute lead h a
penalty by fly-half and
skipper Carwyn Williams,
Llandovery mmp]ehd a
confidence boosti win
with tries from flanker
David Giles and scrum-half
Adrian Davies. Williams
fired over one conversion.

Llandovery start their
Heineken League third
division programme with a
difficult g‘nma at Rumney.

- o i‘hpqr

trikes

Rumney 6pts Llanduvery 12

the corner.

Captain and outside-half
Carwyn illiams judged
the conversion attempt
from a wide angle to
perfection to bring home
the spoils.

With an awkward cross-
wind, the first half had
been a ding-dong affair

with defences of both sides
on top whenever the try-
lines were threatened.

Carwyn Williams put
Llandovery into the lead
with two well-taken drop-
ped goals after good poss-
ession by the forwards,
only to see the advantage
clawed back by two penalty
goals for Rumney by their
captain and star man,
former Cardiff scrum-half
Terry Lee,

With Rumney & man
gshort after losing one of
their second rows sent off
just before half-time, Llan-
dovery could have been

forgiven for thinking their

task

would be easier in the

second half.

However, as so often
happens in such a situ-
ation, the remaining seven
Rumney forward raised
their game and so the
result was in doubt right
to the end.

F—_
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BY HAMISH STUART
WHILE the phoney war goes on
between the reserves of top Anglo
and Welsh clubs this was a real

rugby battle brimming with
blood-and-thunder action. -

Tackles that would
make a brick wall quake
and with both sides sho-
wing true grit and de-
termination, league rughy
roared back with a bang
yesterday that will not
reach the first division
clubs until after the World
Cup.

In a game marred and
ultimately affected by the
sending off of Rumney
lock Paul Regan for
stamping after 30 minu-
tes, third division cham-
pions of last season
Llandovery started with a
crucial away win . . . In
the third division.

the league — taking out
the premier tag from a top
flight which hardly mer-
ited it — but the West
‘Wales side could manage
the unique achievement
of being third division
champions two seasons
running if they can claim
such notable scalps as
this.

In the end the game

tumed on a moment of
class from a class player,
with Llandovery working
former Llanelli and Wales
wing Carwyn Davies into
a  one-on-one situation
with just five minutes left
in the match,

A player of his ability
needed no more than a
half chance as he shrug-
ged off opposite number
Paul S8tClair and strolled
into the corner to clinch
victory.

It needed somethiong
like that to break the
deadlock, for whenever ei-
ther side got near the
opponent's try line they
were knocked back by
tackling of phenomenal

ferociousness.

After Regan had gone
the Rumney pack were
under pressure, and what
had been a virtual mon-
opoly for the home side n
the line-out became an
even contest.

The keeness of both
back rows also cancelled
each other out, while the
backs were up on each
other so quickly that nei-
ther set had enough room
to shine.

Llandovery had superb

flank-pairing David Giles
and Chris Davies
involved in everything,
and outside half Carwyn
Williams used the strong
cross wind intelligently to
land two vital early drop
goals,
Scorers: RUMHEY: Pens, Lee (2).
LLANDOVERY: Try, Carwyn
Davies, Dropped goals, C Wil
liams (2); Con, © Willlams.
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GRAB: Rumney’s Paul 5t Clair gets Arwel Rowlands
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LLANDOVERY coach Stan
Liptrott is confident his side’s
former Wales wing Carwyn
Davies will be fit to face the
bookies  title favourites
Mountain Ash at the week-
end.

Davies once again got on to the
Scoresheet with a try, but was
forced to leave the field with a
badly bruised shoulder before
the end,

“It's not as bad as we feared
and he should be all right for
Saturday,” said Liptrott.

"These two games have settled
us down because we didn't really
know what to expect.”

Two wins out of two keeps
Lilandovery near the top of the
table while Mountain Ash find
themselves languishing at the
bottom.

While Davies was continuing
his try scoring habit, it was the
other Carwyn, outside half
Williams, who spearheaded the
latest vietory for the newly
promoted side.

Unbeaten at home in the
Heineken league, Llandovery
scored all their points in the first
half and never looked like being

beaten by their former WW
Champlonship rivals,
Llandovery: Tries — Carwyn

Davies, Chris Davies, © Williams.

Cons: © Williams (2).

Williams (2),
Bonymaen: Pens — 8 Morris (2),
Tenhw lled 18 wr

Pens — C

;ledmr second row lan Jones the Narberth defence in the
shape of Dai Perkins.
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gave the West Walians pl
of food for thought before the
two clubs meet again in the

merous  penalties
Powell was only too grateful
to accept, and kick the points
for his side.

He also converted a push-
over iry by Ne 8 David
Cousins to take his match

tally to l3-points

1

e

FIRST DEFEAT FOR

Llandovery 9 Narberth 12

LLANDOVERY eﬂm

Picture: Ralph Carpenter

to their first
of the season
to convert first half
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LLANDOVERY found themselves six
points down within a minute of the start of
their Heineken League clash against Aber-
avon Quins, having let their opponents in

' GREAT RECOVERY

BY THE DROVERS

for a gift try.

lfdmwunu:h-d

Aberavon (3.9
Llandovery 12

the second of his penalty
attempts.

With  partner
Jenkinz back to hls beﬂ
form, co-flanker Chris
Davies had an outstandin
gﬂnhdﬂ"mmdwﬁg

his clean line-out caich-

h%hmhmy had to 18-

{Im.r-nkl.: making their
eineken League debuts
in the back-ling, and they
. - +cked
well under in de-
fence, one run
Matthew Allnutt, whi
a‘l‘.mad from his own line,
nearly brought

wm;%

Hmmrw after g permd
of forward it was
the big prop Eifion Evans,
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who his wa
over for a try converted
by Liptrot. This put Llan-
dovery ahead for the first
Larme.

Ten minutes later the
Quins equalised with a
penalty,

The match looked to be
heading for a draw when
full-back Hywel Jones
kicked a 45-metre penalty
in injury time 1o gain two

le points.

This should put them in
good heart for their clash
at home to Treorchy, kick-
off 2,30pm.
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A convincing win

LLANDOVERY kept their unbea-
tent home league record by convine-

ingly beating the elements and-

Bonymaen.

The wind and rain did not deter their
three quarters from handling the wet and
greasy ball with great confidence.

‘With locks Ian Jones and Wyn Willlams
winning good Hneout balls aided by an
outstanding backrow of Elfyn Jenkins,
Chris Davies and Dai Giles linking up su-
perbly in the loose with the threequarters
the visitors defence, especially in the first
half, had to be on full alert,

Thetr victory was slightly spollt when
former Wales wing, Carwen Davies, had to
leave the field towards the end of the game

T A1 -

with a shoulder injury. He had shown his
class in the fifth minute of the game, when
he took the ball at full speed, while out in
the left, and sidestepped inside the cover
defence to score his side’s first try.
Flanker Chris Davies scored a second
after emerging from some 100se play with

undermeath the posts.

Llandovery's 22-0 interval lead was due
mainly to the eontribution of their cap-
tain, fiy half Carwyn Willilams.

LLANDOVERY: tries, © Willlams, Carwen Davias,
C Davies, pens, Carwen Deavies (25 oons, Carwen
Dravien (2} BONYMAER: pon. 5 Morrs-{3)

%-9-G1
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SPORT o Sundy

CARWYN
COOLS IT

LLANDOVERY ...c....oensruserennn. 14

LLANDOVERY looked as safe
as houses at half time, holding
a t_:umfortab!e 10-0 lead. Moun-
tain ﬂshhad done little posi-
tive attacking after Lland-
overy's back row combined for
an Elfyn Jenkins try,

The home side missed three penal-
ties as their pack set up goal kicking
chances but the Old Firm competed
ﬁ?ﬂmﬂﬁdm ut. Fly half Chris

ot .
miover 'igrmewt;l;mg kieks but
ended In fine
Liandovery when lightening pnmlmzmjﬂmge -

the line put in the elusive Chris Cole,

The visitors started the second half pur-
posefully and the try by all action flanker
Huw Morse who rode a number of tackles
hm;ﬁhythtlc:ggdhﬁck 131“}0 the game.

up. Skipper Carwyn Wil-
liams kicked a penalty, Conway replied
with a confident drop goal but the game
was thrown wide open when Adrlan Da-
vies squeezed in on the left and Conway

Uandmnrywereshakenbut_pmmpted
by the talented Willilams, pleked up pace.
It was he who settled

Fowell 33 (¢

Vietory for Tenby avenged
their 30-18 home defeat by Llan-
dovery last season and means
they are among the five sides

mﬂmmm

Llandovery: Pen: H Jones.
Tenby United: Pens: B Childs 3.

AL " T F ke
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themselves extremely un- ;
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Bruised, hut
not heaten!

Llandovery 15 Treorchy 3
LLANDOVERY'S forwards looked as if they had gone 12
rounds with Frank Bruno after this rugged Heincken League
Division 3 clash with Treorchy on Saturday.

The visiting pack play-
od well i tho rodks e
mauls, but the home froni-
row caused considerable
problems in the scrum.

After ighing each
other up for the first half-
hour, the power of the
Llsndovery's SCIUMmag-
ing eventually paid divi-
dends,

A series of scrums on
the Treorchy line saw the
visitors defending desper-
aLeI_'{ before  scrum-half
Adrian Davies was able to
dive in at the base of the
scrum for & try converted
by full-back ngel Jones.

During  this i
sound cenre
Eirian Jones gained large
slices of ground through
tactical kicking, but
ible attacks were nullified
by the defences.

In the second half,
pressure by the Llan-
dovery pack led to a de-
fensive  emor.  The
Treorchy ouiside-half
tried a little chip, which
was sliced straight into the
hends of Eirian Jones.

He gratefully set off to-
wards the posts before
giving a scoring pass (o
co-centre.  Hywel Jones
kicked an easier conwver-
sion.,

An exchange of penalt-
ies were the only other

scores 85 Llandovery's de-
fence held firm,

This hard earmed vic-
tory will not lull the
Drovers into a false sense
of security for their long
journey North to  face
‘Wrexham on Saturday.

e
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Wrexham 9 pts Llandovery 28

ded time to recover for
their vital clash at Llan-
dovery on December 28,

Versatile backrow man
Paul Hales is recovering
from a knee strain, and,
along with lock dJohn
Wilkine and hooker Paul
MeDonald, will be chal-
lenging for selection as the
leaders take on last season’s
Division Four champions.

Blaina play at Cilfynydd
in the Welsh Cup on
Saturday and will be
working hard on  their
fitness over the holiday

, with a couple of
sessions planned at the all-
weather pitch at Abertill-
ery Leisure Centre, should
the weather turn nasty.

Llandovery, anxious to
avenge their 21-3 Cup
defeat at Blaina earlier
this season, could welecome
back outside-half and cap-
tain  Carwyn Williams,
who damaged his shoulder
against Aberavon Quins
recently.

Last season’s skipper
Wwn W':]ﬂ]lml' . has called
upon i experience
and motivating skills to
keep Llandovery ticking
aver during Carwyn's abs-
ence,

Llandovery are seeking
a fixture this Saturday
and a number of their
firat-team squad could

in the annual Boxing Day
match against Lampeter -
just two days before the
Blaina game.

g e

pvers just

.

.mg'ru

a high ball,
Jones collid-

the score 9-3 ot half -time.
It Jocked as if Llan-

had done two weeks before against Aberavon
Quins, overy found themselves six points adrift and
%ﬂhﬁlkqphyzrinﬂuopﬂﬂngﬂgﬂﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬂhw

I

leaders Blaina.
ncuidg,ul.n

the top of the wble if
hulmghma in a

which has been given
greater spice by Blaina's
licﬂl\"ﬂ_cm.g Liandovery
'up win over

| earlier in the scason,
Some of the
ghyﬂlfmlhm_rm
as they may also be in the
line-up for their annual
Boxing Day  Maich

e

far this season have failed
o reproduce their form of
last term,

Both  fixtures were
close affairs last season,
with Tumble claiming the
paints on both occasions
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= with 10-3 and 10-9 wins,

Cracker in store

SATURDAY sees what should be a belated Christmas cracker
when Llandovery entertain Heineken League Third Division

\
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is pictured on

Marine Services UK. The
who lives in Llanwrda,
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® BONYMAEN
mighty Llandovery to
record their second
Heineken League victory of
the season at Parc Mawr
vesterday.

® It looked unlikely at the
start as the Llandovery pack
took control in all phases of
play and full back Howell
Jones kicked them into a 60
lead after 20 minutes.

® A T0-meire breakaway out
of defence by Bonymaen saw
top try scorer David Howells
eross for a try which full back
Paul Rees converted.

@ With fManker Andrew My-
ers in outstanding form and
half backs Mike Clement and
Malecolm Dacey contrelling
the game superbly, Bonym-
aen went further ahead with a
Rees penalty and a try by
centre Clive Haste to lead 13-6
at the interval.

@ Although Jones added a
third penalty after the break,
Bonymaen made sure of
collecting both points when
left wing i Brooks
crossed for a try which right
wing Howells converted.

Scorers.

shocked

BOMYMAEN; Tries by
Howells, Haste and Brooks: Cons,
Rees, Howells: Pen, Rees.
LLAMDOVERY: Pens, Jones (31
Mok Andig= Myers {Bosymaen)

Cold

=)o

by company director

their mmmwm
Mﬂm&m o

35;!?]33@3}?’
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Llandovery 9pts Rumney 3

Despite the satisfaction of
two Heineken League points

Llandovery near
3rd division,

EE’
zg‘g
g

;

1

T
i
EE%E’

|

wing threequarter Richard
Morgan to nip in for a try
near the corner.

This was ooy H}'Y
Chris Liptrot a -
judged kick, after he and
Jones had each

time with some com-
play but, with the mid-field

repelled by
gome fine Llandovery tack-

ling.
A penalty zo;} ‘E‘m
Jones Seor Liandovery |

T =
Liandovery 9, Rumney 3
UMNEY'S indifferent season
continued with yet another nar-
row defeat and Terry Lee's he:l-
will have to get back to their
with three of the leading title ﬂﬂnh'_
tenders up against them in the

next four outings.
jchard Morgan's try, con-
w':‘ud by Chris Liptrot, put

Llandovery on the road to their

fourth successive league win.
Llandovery: Try — R Morgan. s

l_.cl.ipuot.Fun-H-""“‘“

Rumney: Pen — T Lee.



BLAINA v BONYMAEN

mmammlmpn;amambmucm,l Davies;

Powell, R McCormack: A Bevan, B Powell, A Metcalfe, J
| Williams, N Davices, I Cousins, P Wedgebury. Reps: K Dash, A

Donald, C Adams, B \
Bon :.IC'EAIIS‘I‘IIJ.-"I‘U BE SELECTED

Kick-off 2.30

LLANDOVERY v RUMNEY

. TEAM STILL TO BE SELECTED
Rumney: P Bowen; M Peckham, 8 Thomas, C Keating,
PmlTEﬁ{man:TmuﬁrmDmm,ﬂmMﬁ

Wilkins,
Ball,

M
M
P

Referee: HF Lewis

P 8t Clair; M

Glavin,
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| P Hutehings, M Young, J Gooding.
| Kick-off2.30

After

from break

a month's

Referee: J Wood

the winning

Mountain Ash 3 pts Llandovery 13

monopolise line-outs
but kept the ball

they were certainly surp-
rised by the power of their
opponents’ i

Drovers back on

§-2.91 3
trail

from a 306 win at
W s fve e ad

stay backs which was
g" eai

Bon
near their line had the I
home back-row in two th
minds whether to
down or not.

for number 8 Nigel Clarke
to score and Carwyn
Williams converted.

Mountain Ash had mis-
sed their penalty opportun-
itiea and a fine move late
hﬂwmmwﬂum
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M Ash 3, Lloandovery 13
LLANDOVERY skipper Carwyn
Williams admitted last night that
his side could not afford any
further slips in their bid for a
promotion place.

Williams, who converted opne
of Nigel Clarke’s two tries, said,
“It's now up to us. I was happy
with the way we played. But we
know we can't afford anymore
'Hp I.I.]Ilp"

TAKE

ledt
owards a draw, it was
o full back Hywel {‘;"ﬁ
pmbnb!-y the o ke the

mis

LATE

MOMENT of ill-disciphae e h

Tt was for Llan-
wer in the pame
Three defeats in 11 games have |p¢ running oubs g;“-el-l hls Hemekc"l o “T,!’Jne E'me: which dovery.

left the club as one of three sides hance to win t ihe d forc- i
' ones the COEEL-. - on clash. proved decisive th The A just

on 16 points, though their try | o, Third Division ¢ e Narborth scrum G andovery st

count is significantly smaller [*08 " o i of vi- Llandovery 6 | (o about deserved. 1

than that of the other two and | ™ nce 1o both Narberth 3

o hurne team 10 1h“‘1 ?m
leaders Tenby. pl

de-
Arwel Evans was ble, level on
: 'L'he promotion iver the match the table. laced
For Mountain Ash the defeat El::;_ e match WS jions 5hﬂrunflheaau‘$ jf"ﬁ”mgwh award, but E’hu “rdhmsff?‘ﬁlsad ofl
b n';i-aa! h:;d;r rli:;uw:ﬂarlg; ith eh}ﬂﬁ mm impressive, and e wmkn; I&nw \x:m:.
to . win n
taohandily plickd, P to give an inch. fulbback L o cnor. s, Gerald Lewis and o 0
Outside half Mark Bennett was | wuponn played with KKINE L 0 i “the  Eyans, swung the mat Gl e Teaby Urited
their only scorer with a dropped . wind at their backs in wind at his back. Liandovery s Way. of the ulm;_. in hand
goal, while full “ack Hywel e first half, and within { backs  Lawe in the first hall Witk sgane N
J 4 Llandovery’ : s e bead Neither et O lay williams dropped The two sides meet 1
ones cumpl.ated‘ andovery's 15 m full back Geraint e brought ino P ; Cm’}i'n fevel the 3COFES  oqpishy for what cou
complement with a penalty. tﬂw“}“m kicked 8 SIMple 44 this was @ wl-luw a miltt:m e one of e most u‘l'lPﬂfn
Mountain Ash: Drop — M Bennett. ndovery s at f the 5ea30
Llandovery: Tries — N Clarke (2), | penalty. %u:utﬁwﬂ a danger- With the game drifting  tant maiches ©
Con — C Williams, Pen — H Jones. ‘The Lundmmrz] fﬁ; ous attacker when 2IVED o e mmm
L P R a4 in

wards were E8

‘MOUNTAIN’
CONQUERED

o e ™
AFTER a month’s hr‘enk f'mm Heineken League action, the
Drovers travelled to Mountain Ash with some trepidation since
the home side had won their last six games after losing the first
five.

However, Llandovery's
recent friendlics against
Kidwelly and Tumble had

maging.

Mountain Ash 3 Eventually this suprem-

Llandovery 13

tuned them Lo & fine pitch,

And they needed all
their defensive skills 1o
keep out the “Mount’ in
the first half.

Electing to play into a
sff breeze, the whole
Llandovery team tackled
well, and it took Mountain
Ash 30 minutes o register
their first score — a

ﬂ! by number 10 m

Tuming around just

|| three points down, Llan-
| dovery got back on level

terms after 10 minutes

with an immense penalty
by Hywel Jones from fully
50 vards.

Mountain Ash continu-
ed o ise the
lings-out, but kept the ball
::Ime rather than spre.nd
ing it, thus playing ini
Llsndovery's hands nnd
the tremendous strength of
the visiting pack.

Mountain Ash had held
the Llanelli eight a
fortnight  previously, so
they were certainly sur-
prised by the power of
their opponents”  scrum-

acy gave Llandovery the
decisive score.
With only five minutes
to go, and time running
out, 3 scrum near Lhe
Mountain Ash line had
their back row in two
minds whether o stay
dowm or nol.
As & result were
ed back ﬁ their

for number eight
Nugei Clarke w0 score.

Emn Williams con-

And a fine move late in :

the game saw Llandovery
round off the viclory with
another try by Clarke.

e
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Steve Gerrard on charge for Narberth at \r.

Picture: Ralph Carpenter

;Lq-l-‘i"*—*

Llandovery suffer
heaviest defeat

Tenby 20pts Llandovery 4

Tenby inflicted their heavi-

est League defeat ’ "
visitors Llandovery on The second collapse with
Saturday and completed the home pack retreating
an impressive “double” in on their own line was the
the bargain. most certain penalty try
Although the visitors’ this writer has seen in
eight battled bravely and many a long time -
out-scrummaged the home however the man that
pack, they were given a matters, the referee, awar-
lesson in speed to the point ded another penalty!
of breakdown and how to  Be that as it may, if Ben
win possession.  Childs had had his kicking
Against a strong wind boots on, Tenby would
and 93 down with five have already been out of
minutes to go to halftime sight - he missed numerous
the only complaint Llan- penalties and conversions.
dovery could have was Tenby scored for more
that, after two collapsed triee in the second half

defence apart from a well-
worked D‘:;I? for replacement
e,

* If they are to win
promotion must
win the next three gamea.
tI']t,wouldbanicehachim
at target before meeting
Blaina twice at the end of

——

scrums on the Tenby line, and Llandovery's efforts
they should have been floundered on a rock-like

Page 12
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Liandovery 6, Narberth 3

LLANDOVERY are back in the
title hunt and could emulate lagt
season’s :hampjmmp win if
L s du
of them i
The first challogee %

league campaign
ends
hm and away Mium a
second placed Blaina, with
With the top four sides guaran.

title. If we win all our

we can do lt'll said w‘g“_-mﬂlﬂn

e H .
Narberth: Pen — G Bowen,

L D

- - -4 =

l
Llandovery are th
: e
division champions,
but they had to come
from behind to beat
Kenfig Hill 218 in
the clincher.

Trailing 8-3 at half
Llandovery bounced :::ek’
with tries from No. §
David Giles and lock and
skipper Wyn Williams, Fly-
ggdlf Williams lan.

both conversions angd
a hat-trick of penalties,
After collecting the tro-

illiams breathed

were very worried at half.
fime, but the boys kept at

L L
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On a bright sunny afternoon at
Church Bank, last Saturday, Llan-
dovery went perilously elose w
surrendering their unbeaten home
record in the Heineken League
which now goes back two sessons
(writes John Augusius).

Mid-way through the second half
and trailing 15 points to 13 against
visitors Mountain  Ash, who with
their confidence boosted and their
fprwards on the rampage, it looked
pretty ominous at one time thet the

sriting was ~wn the wall [or Lluu-i

dovery.

However drawing on all their
physical reserves the home' side
| showed their mettle. Figliting back

:mu:ugeuusly, and with their loval

fans encouraging them all the way,
Llandovery were in no mood to
capitulate, not even t the Book-
makers’ pre-season favourites to
win the Division Three champion-
ship.

Hirting back l:ler.'luwei? when the
chips were down they forced
Mountain Ash o concede two vital
penalties and up stepped their
trump card, the cool and calculated
outside half, Carwyn Williams,
slot over both long distance kicks
to snatch a dramatic 19 pts. o 15
victory. It was a classic case of
“Cometh the hour, Cometh rthe
man.”

It was rypical “Boys Own™ stuff,
For Llandovery, anyway, it was an
exciting and firting climax o a
wonderful march, which through-
our its duration was a fitanic
struggle, to say the least,

- _While the personal glory went |
o skipper Williams — known as
“Caws"” to all and sundry — he
would be the first to concede
Llandovery is no “one man band”,

‘The outside half, who has been
a match winner many times in the
past is the link-man around which
the side has been built, neverthe-
less, Llandovery is a team in the
truest sense with every man
collectively having his own equal

| contribution o make,

| outstanding

In each match there are always
individual perform-
ances, The previous week it was

| Dai Giles, who was “on song,”
| while last weekend it was his back
| row colleague, Elfin Jenkins, who
| stole the limelight, What a human
, dynamo he is — Welsh equivalent

of “Stormin Norman™ if one is
permitted to draw a comparison
berween a soldier and a sportsman.
And another plaver to catch the eye
was prop Dai Thomas. The power
of the local policeman in the set

scrums put his opposite number in
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' The Boot Of ‘Caws’ Is
Liandovery’

S Saviour
a5 a consequence the present weak-
nesses must be eliminated,

And so o the nimy griny of
Saturday's encounter. Llandovery
got off to the perfect start, being
six points ahead in the opening
minute, An attempted defensive
clearance by Mountain Ash was

charged down and from the result--

ing loose play Elfin Jenkins emerged
to cross the Jine and Carwyn
Williams converted.

~Llandovery - had  two  forther
opportunities o press home their
advantage in the first quarter but
“Caws” screwed the ball on the
wrong side of bath uprights from
almost identical kicking positions,

Full back Hywel Jones was then
entrusted with the nexr gpoal-kick-
ing artempt from wide out on the
right, but he wo failed 1o find the
target,

Befare the interval though Tlan-
dovery were not to be denied
another score. After being entren-
ched on the visitors line, and three
unsuccessful attemprs to gain a
push-over try, the home side
changed their tactics with scrum-
half Adrian Davies whipping out
2 quick pass and some slick hand-
ling was rounded off by Coles
sooring in the corner. .

With a 10 points lead at half-
time Llandovery were m a relative-
Iv comfortable position — although
mot in a commanding one. Realis-
ing that they would have 1w
strike  quickly to ger back into
the game and thus deprive the
home side of establishing a match-
| winning supremacy — Mountain
Ash did just that

And the man who put them back
into game with a vengeance was
flanker Hugh Morse. Despite a
number of defenders trying to haul
him down, Morse managed o hurl
himself over the line and with fly-
half Chris Conway converting the
scene was set for a battle royal.

There was temporary respite for
Llandovery when Williams landed
a long range penalty, but Moun-
tain Ash had by no shot
their bolt. They came storming
back with Conway putting over a
perfectly struck drop goal.

Rocked back on their heels by
the renacity of the visitors rugged
but effective play, Llandovery con-
ceded a gift score. Hywel Jones
taking his eve off the ball as it was
passed back to him by Coles, drop-
ped it in his own 22, and Mountain
Ash ook full advantage of the
error with loet Adrian Dawvies, a
huge man, crashine over, Conway
again added the exira points,

the front row under intense pres-

_sure throughout the game. And
| another always prominent, especi-

’Wﬂlﬁmsﬁu%mu{mm}]r

away from the oppostion was rem-
iniscent of Geoff Wheel at his best,

In the back division both centres,
Eirian Jones and Huw gThomas,
did some sterling d!-fe-llf?e work,
with Thomas also putting in a
number of powerful attacking runs
that caught the oppostion on the
hop several times. MNew recruit,
Chris Coles, made an impressive
debur with some elecirifying runs
down the right wing, one of which
culminated in a rouch down.

One area which Llandosery will
no doubt concentrate their efforts
to improve their play is in the
lines-out. It was in this department
last Saturday where they gave away
o much possession, panicularly
when it was their own throw-in,
Hooker Gerald Lewis and his key
jumpers will have o weork hard
get their act into better shape
than it is at the moment. Although
in fairness to them, it must be
conceded that the swirling wind
conditions in this match no doubt
| crepted  problems. Nmm\ulm,
| success in the lines-out is impera-
Inv;:f'r]:nmm:smpmsperubd
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Fuoelled by this latest success and
leading 13-15 the wvisitors exerted
tremendous pressure. bot somehow

was lock Wyn | Llandovery weathered the smorm
and clawed their way back, With
2 quarter of an hour remaining,
Carwyn Williams put his side in
front once more with a 40 metre
penalty, And minuotes later Willinms
did a repear performance ™ ease
Llandovery in to a four points lead.

The final 10 minutes were nail-
bmnn to say the least bur with
grim  determination  Llandovery
hung-on denying their opponents
any share of the spoils which they
might well have felt entitled 1o,

So with World Cup Rugby
taking centre stage for the remain-
der of October, Heincken Lesgue
games take a back seat for a
month. Llandovery now have o
wait until November %th, before
League action resumes with a visic
to Narberth, who demolished
Bonymaen 36-8 last Saturday.

Meanwhile everyone down at
Church Bank can look back with
satisfaction 1o the way the season
has gone so far. Winning all their
matches up to now, they enjoy 100
per cent records with Blaina and
Tenby, Now they have to wait
patiently for the seasom to begin
in earnest again.
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Liandovery Pt
Performance

form can be
Llandovery

If early season
maintained then
Town can look forward 1o
another productive . year in the
Heinekin League (writes John
Augustus),

With a 100 per cent record
and two excellent wvictories under
their ‘belt already, there Js cer-
tainly a
smong both plavers and
poriers at Church Bank.

Although, as yet, there is no
urinui talk of a second succes-
sive promotion year, the evidence
is guete apparent that such an
achievement is a disunct possi-
bility. For the moment, however,
over-confidence must be tempered,
because there i= still » lone rond |
ahead.

Nevertheless, Llandovery have
shown they are a quality team,
and the manner in which they
disposed of Bonymsen on Satur-
day by 22 points to 6 was ample
proof of this.

Victory was also sweet, inas-
much that when the two sides
last met 12 months ago, the
Swansea team eliminared the East
Dyfed side from the Sdmw:ppes
Cup. But in the intervening
period Llandovery have made
tremendous strides.

With a gale force wind blow-
ing straight down the field from
the club-house, rthe oumcome of
the encounter rested on which of
the sides would adapt best w
mastering the elements. So strong
was the wind that a local doctor’s
colourful brolly was wrenched
from his grasp and went into
arbit from one end of the picch
the other, and at one stage going
menacingly close 1w some of the
players while it was airborne,

Like their opponents though,
not even the wind-assisted brolly
managed 1o cross the Llandovery
line. So far in their two league
matches the Church Bank team
has mnot conceded a try, which
speaks volumes for their renacious
work in defence.

For me the highlight of Samur-
day’s clash was the performance
of the Llandovery forwards. They
were quite magnificent,
in the second-half when playing
into the teeth of the gale. Time
and tme again they drove the
opposition back, which in the pre-
vailing circumstances was a feat
i itself.

As an eight man unit, the work-
rate of the pack was guite stag-

sup-

—HEINEKIN LEAGUE  INEFSRT
& Tousd Auﬁﬁmﬁ

gering. The fromt row of Dai

&Y

On A Champion™

back Morris, to show for their
endeavours,
Finally, one must comment

David Parry-Jones.
following consultations with h:u
touch judges, he sternly lectured
Bonymaen fanker Malcolm Jones
for misdemeanours. But thanks o
the leniency of Mr. Parry-Jones
the offending player escaped an
early bath — much to the amaze-
ment of bystanders. The lack of
consistency among march officials
is somewhat puzzling 1o  rugby
followers.

This Samrday Llandovery enter-
tain  Mountain Ash who wem
down at home last week to Rom-
ney aglmst whom the Dyfed men
were victorious in their first league
mabd: of the spason. So if the

is a true guide then

,Mmmj,

Wins in a Iow,

First Win For

Ystrad

Ystradgynlais made the long trip
to Ruthin’ on Saturday, and at the
end of the day came home from
North Wales with their first
Heineken League points after gain-
ing a 17-6 victory over their
opponents. .

Bur this coming weekend, the
Swansea Valley side can expect
stiffer oppostion, when they enter-
tain West Walians, Tumble.

Although trailing 6-3 at  the
interval, Ystradgynlais came back
strongly in the second half, with
three tries from winger Ian
Michael, lock Nick Mabbutt and
flanker Craig Jones.

Kicker Alan Parsons rounded
off the scoring with a penaly acd
cnnversion.

Now with the side having gainad
their first wictory, Ystradgynlais®
fans will be looking for more
success in the future,
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o)

Thomas, Gerald Lewis and Arwel |

Evans was rock solid, while in the
engine room locks Ian Jones and
Wyn Williams, provided the drive
that gained so much dominance
in the set scrums. Jones and Wil-
liams too ruled the roost in the
lines-out. Behind them was the
superb back-row trio of Chris
Davies, Elfyn Jenkins and Dai
Giles, all three being outstanding
in the loose covering acres of
ground between them.

The prevailing conditons were
by no means conducive to open
back play, wet Llandovery were
conf.dent enough to throw the
ball about when the opportunity
was there, and they reaped the
rewards with three tries w© none,

In the first half Llandovery
accumulated 22 points  without
reply, and the margin could have
been a great deal more if final
passes had not gone astray and
goal-kicking conditions been not
0 difficulr. The guestion was
whether the cushion was suffi-
cient. Dessie Clarke was adamant
ir would be., and his prediction
| held good,
| Quickly into their stride the

L]mmende opened their account
afler just-ren minues. A specta-
cular 40 yard surge, inv ‘both

backs and forwards inxu—pua:.ng
with great aplomb, was rounded
off by Carwyn Davies, jinking
inside his opposite number, to
touch down wide out on the left.
From the touch-line Carwyn Wil-
liams converted with a great kick,

Penalised for back-chat Bony-
maen conceded a penalty in front
of the posts whch Williams grate-
| fully accepted to  increase his
side’s lead. Minutes later, however
the wusually sure-footed Williams
missed a sitter.

But within a short space of
time Williams made amends when
he ereated the openifg for flanker
| Chris Davies to score under the
posts, and the fly-half non-
chalanty added the extra poinis.

On the half-hour with a strike
against the head — Bonymaen be-
ing mercilessly pushed off the ball
—scrum-half Adrian Davies fed
his partner Williams who was left
with a clear route to the line.
Before the interval Williams again
i slorted over a penalty bringing his
match tally to 14 points.

Despite the wind advantage in
the second-half Bonymaen only
had two penaltes kicked by full-

=—
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i L .

'3 5

e return to

| §§ai*5

g top form

g5

¢ Eil gii ] Llandovery 22pts

; :E oF Aberavon Quins 6

! RE!i Llandovery returned to  Losing No. 8 Nigel
i el o e s

!' '..E' win from the remaining the boil during the second

| “s 3 | four matches will see them half when the Quins, aided
i T = 1 e

peAod

A convincing first-half exerted considerable press-

display produced tries for ure.
.| Adrian Davies and Richard However Llandovery are
Morgan, one of which was noted for their defensive
| converted by skipper Car- play and none did better in
wyn Williams who also the loose than flanker
kicked a penalty. Huw Protheroe.

Entrusting the longer Llandovery are anticipat-
kicks to full-back Hywel ing quite a tussle at
Jones paid off. He kicked Treorchy on March 28, but
three penalties and the this is the one to win to
only reply by the Quins make promotion certain.
was a converted try.

“ol00d)
b o)
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Drovers
wake up

LLANDOVERY suffered a rude awakening from their
mmmmmdmmmmmm'wmsmy-

before they play again in
the because of the
A tour.

Sam mlmwl bad 23 Undaunted, L.
LLANDOVER w pulled back to 18-
rehwuudotufnrx in "ml . '11""3 fod m i A %Mm anly
spectacular  style immediately after half- Laﬁmﬂw-ﬂ'mu
inst G Devid Gilks, the Lisn- time. Tredegar in for a late wry.
anderers, one of dovery number eight, couldn’ All Liandovery’s poi
Heineken was ajoriag s mien L0 SN SRS mmdmbimﬁﬂlmm
Division Two’s pro- the field with a rib injury half-time siesta, ““""ﬂ E""inm and two
motion candidates. after 30 ﬁhm":ﬁmh nalties
1 2 et T e He was ropiaced by the comer before being oMU CAs L M
> ; Huw Protheroe, who was bundled into the comer ol
ﬁ?m&hmmmﬂﬁl a bundle of sod  flag. scoring 160 pmgu‘lﬂ
this would be their sixth t,:_'” the |m::u:l_ The touch judge, who tween them!
against third placed Wan- - | haif was on the spot, certainly ~ On  Saturday, _Llan-
seemed to think it was 8 dovery entertnin Blaina,
In an evenly matched However, the hlwn . for he did not indicate  who will be all out for
first half, the only score ! — & pity the their first win after losing
came from an early Hywel ishons -ﬂ_hm rﬂmddmmﬁw ml!’mm"“ﬁ'
lﬂflﬂi;e — i point of the match, came  consult
the

| Poor Drovers let
themselves down

The Drovers were down by 8-3 at the
interval, end although Hywel Jones
kicked well with the wind in the second

[t 'ﬂ[ﬂ Ebbw Vale 21

Llandovery 13

Bath sides lost a 15 minules
from time when Vale flanker Julian Birt
and Liandovery's Eurig Evans were sent
off.

half, they failed to score o try until the  Llandovery's try was claimed by oul-
final minutes when it was too lote, side half Jeremy Rowe and converted by
Hywel Jones.

The backs made the openings but
failed 1o capitalise on them.

The luming point came mid-way
through the second hall with the score at
11-6.

Ebbw Vale missed a penalty, but
Lhm&:-wﬂ Tfailed to clear from behind

shair v

Lambs to the slaughter

Liandovery must now struggle for &
win at home against Abertillery on
Murch 27, or away to Narberth on April
3.

They cannot sit back and hope that
the sides below them are going 1o bose.
On 14 points at the moment, their im
mediate threal comes from Penarth whao
can reach 16 points, Tredegar who can

Scorers for Llandovery

IN this final Heineken

lﬂlmmmﬁalﬁla of ihaux Llnndnverr 18 pt! Bla.ina lﬂpts

Bom, TOVErs

the Lambe for the second [ront line of Dai Thomas, tain Carwyn Williams dic-

week in succession. Gerald Lewis, Arwel tated play from No. 10

Llandovery wers 6-3 Evans, lan Jones and

down at half-time but it Wyn Williams worked With the platform

was “Lambs to the extremely hard and came firmly in place, Llan-

;l:l?ghter' in the second ;ﬂm:: tﬁu‘m t]:]a“ m' dovery huuehadlmita
with Llandoverys for- g 85 threequarter- of

wards and backs combin- DPack row of Chris Davies, Richard Morgan, Huw

ing well to weave Nigel Clarke and Elfyn Thomas, Alun Thomas

intricata patterns in
attack against a stern
Blaina defence that even-
tually crumbled,

Agninst a highly-rated
Blaina pack, the home

Jenkins marauding in

and Arwel Rowlands and
behind them Hywel Jones
was rock-solid. In the sec-
ond half, mplnamenl;
Huw Protheroe fitted in
to the plan perfectly.

were Hywel Jones (penal-
ty), with tries by Elfyn
Jenking and Alun
Thomas, both converted
by Carwyn Williams, who
also kicked a penalty.
The top four for promo-
tion this year are Tenhy
(30 pte) Llandovery (26.
pte), Blaina (24 pte) and
Narberth (24 pts) with
these four joining some of
the more “fashionable”
clubs in Division T‘m:
next season.
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__Luck deéerts

depleted

Dunvant 21 pts Llandovery 3

LLANDOVERY support-
ers trooped away from
Broadacre, D!.mmt- on

form.

Llandovery missed 4

attempts, one of

them hitting the upright
and bouncing outwards.

Mark Thomas on the
other hand was success-
ful with six penalty
attempts, one of which
struck an upright and
bounced the right way
for Dunvant.

The killer blow came,
however, well into the
second half, the 6-0

interval score  had
become 9-3 when the
Dunvant  scrum-half's

had out of

mh of his half-back
Up 'utepped No. 1B

Drovers

Dean Evans to retrieve
the situation and drop a
gupﬂh Fl]. left-footed

from fully 40 yards.
With scraps of posses:
ﬂnn,]_.llndw"nrj'tﬂlﬂh
use the running game to
try to turn defence into
Dunvant's
defence stood firm.

The also had most of
the possession from full
line-outs whereas Llan-
lan Jones' skill in the
Outstanding in the
locse play was hooker
Barry Williams and play
was even in the set
scrums, but with Tenby
as the visitors to Church
nankmam:du,u::;
dovery's supporters

h:pi-nrifoﬂ‘ﬁlu&\'ﬂﬂﬁhﬂi"
ty and, with a return to
full strength, a return to
a winning formula.

THE DROVERS came
to grief at Pandy
Park on Saturday,
crashing to defeat by

with the “Keys" moving
the ball from one side of
the field to the other
and back again they cre-
ated many overlaps and
all the Llandovery could
do was to cover and try
to plug the gaps with
desperate tackles,

Four tries were con-
and with Mark Fleet
being succesaful with all
but one of his kicks, the
seore soon reached the
half contury mark.

David Giles was off
the field for 15 minutes
receiving stitches to a
cut head and eventually
had to leave the field |

in, to be replaced by
ﬂn Protheroe, |

Not te be outdome in
this high-scoring game,
Llandovery came back

Late flourish offers
solace for Drovers

Cross Keys 50 pts
Llandovery 19

strongly during the last
ten minutes. They scored
three  excellent tries
through Huw Thomas,
Alun Thomas and Mar-
cus Olsen, two of which
were converted by Hywel
Jones,

semli

For Liandovery Martin
Davies scored a try and
Cwmllynfell,

finalists last year, are out

Carwyn Willlams kicked a

penalty.
of this year's competition.

And strangely enough they

were agaln only just

pipped.
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kicked a

Dai Protheroe

Young hooker Barry
Williams had another
outstanding game, being
prominent in loose play
and putting in some
telling tackles. Mow for
Ebbw Vale at home next
Saturday.

{1

C shock-
rs of round one,

but a try

armarthen’'s Chris

was just enough Lo

ty for Cwm

monge

out of the com-
i et

were themselves sent

beat the Amman Valley
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Drovers
impress

i Stirfing County 24
Llandovery 10

THE DROVERS travel-
led 1o Scotland and Iﬂ-l-]"

themselves
fielding a depleted side,
particularly up front.

: Down II'II at half-
me, they fought back
to 10-10 before emud
i':f two tries in the d

nutes, engines I:l}‘
the powerful Sterling

pack.

Despite losing numer-
ous sirikes against the
head in ihe scrums, the
Llandovery hacks
counter attacked with
some brilliant  inter-
passing involving for-
wards and backs, result-
ing in the best try of the
match.

Young David Ban-
croft fitted in well in the

q
counter attack from full-
lht:k.

GOING UP IN
FINE STYLE

THE MANNER of
clinching

mmmywtﬂl:ihlgmt

coach Stan

Liandovery’s promo-

Division Two of the Heineken league.

He told the Guardian: ‘1
am obviously delighted
because we played so
well, it's mice to go up but
it's even nicer lo go up
like that, It gives us a lot
afcqnﬁdumitrnmael-
son.**

And the coach has
miade it clear his side will
not be allowed to become
complacent in the second
division — the next aim is

| to join the big boys in

Division One.

“Our aim has never
been 1o consolidate in a

Liandovery 41
Wrexham 0

new division. We aim 1o
gﬁnandﬁmﬂuquldc
Iy as possil

That would be an in-
credible achievement for
a side which has won pro-
motion  in - SUCCessive
year's — last time as
champions.

“"We have got a lot of
work to do between now
and training — a lot of
planning for next sea-
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Wr“hﬂm Tha
. e i may mean recruit-

Liptrot as the team heads for

wghm players, but not
financial  induce-
ments, says Mr LiptroL.
““That’s not because of
our financial situation, but
it is against the club’s eth-
ics. We don’t want to pay

mua,bm“duwnntlﬂ
after them,””

Lilandovery played like
millionaires on Saturday,
running in some of (he
best tries seen on the
Church Bank ground,

The platform for the at-

uckawesettq:hym
solid scrummaging and

with all eight doing ster-

ling work in this respect,

pack were far superior in
the line-outs, but Ilae}f fail-
ed to tun possession into
points,

Six tries were scored
by the backs through
Arwel Rowlands (2); Huw
Thomas (2); Alun Thomas
and Carwyn Williams,
with number eight Nigel
Clarke adding another.

The five conversions
were kicked by Carwyn
Davies (2); Hywel Jones
(2) and Carwyn Williams.
Hywel Jones added a pen-
alty.

If Llandovery win their
remaining two matches
they could finish runners-
vn in the Division.
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JONES JOY

H. is just as well that Blaina
EEWE to G—Eg Eﬂ—.ﬂ
place among the Heineken
League second division
| clubs a few weeks ago
against Mountain Ash.
Mmﬂﬂ._hh_m. HEE on
7 their last few Enﬁsunnwu Eﬁ
League’s third division, they could
| well have lost their chance of pro-

é ............... a

motion if they had lost a
E@::Emuﬂnaﬂﬁ%
rather than win them.
Llandovery, on the other hand,
grabbed their place among the pro-
motion elite last weekend and looked
bouyant at that achievement when
they tackled the Lambs at Central

e

Park, Blaina, for the first time this
season.

It was, on the whole, .H..—:ﬂﬂ.ﬂ—m_.—n
tertaining encounter, if spoilt by the
persistence of the two front rows to
%E_an collapse the scrumma-

Elaina outside half Deri Evans
zsﬁ&seaasnna;n:ﬁﬁ
he crashed over for a try following a
quickly taken line-out five yards from

the try line.
Llandovery  skipper
{  Carwyn Williams reduced
R
from 38
& Man
of the match
Hywel Jones took the visi-
tors into the lead with a 45
yard penalty shot, Evans
replied with another to put
__ Wﬁﬁwﬁmﬁmu;gﬂ
ones dropped a 40-yard
| goal to settle matters.
| ‘Secorers. BLAINA Try by D

e v

| tries in the first half -

AFTER reaching the
last 16 in the Cup
the Drovers found
themselves shepherded
out on Saturday by a
very efficient, impres-
sive Bridgend side.

Bridgend managed two not lost,

one of these coming as
the result of a dropped
pass by Llandovery on
their own line, But two
conversions and  two
dropped goals took the
score to 20 peints to nil,

At this stage all was

uncharacteristic missed

tions of 41-mil

but some

penalties and missed
tackles saw the score
reach flattening propor-

three more converted
tries in the second half. |Gibs and Arwel Row-

Outstanding for Brid-

Bridgend 41 pts Llandovery nil

gend were internationals
Robert Howley, David
Bryant and Luc Evans
from |while for Llandovery
|Mareugs - Olsen, David

lands caught the eye.

As usual, skipper
Chris Davies tackled his
heart out throughout the
game.

The whole team gave
it their all, but missing
key players in vital posi-
tions proved too much of
a handicap.

With a break due to

| WHmdmu.% not enough for Drovers

the International match
next Saturday, Llan-
dovery then need to pick
themselves up, dust
themselves down and
prepare for the final
run-in of five league
games to consolidate
their position in the
middle of the table.
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dinr was given by

L

Dinefwr borough council to celebrate Llandovery
R.F.C.'s promotion to division two of the Heineken League.

Picture shows:

Front row | to r: Dr. T. Williams (president Llandovery R.F.C.), Mr. E. R,
Morgan (chairman), Cllr. Mrs. Mary Thomas (Mayor of Dinefwr) and Mr,
Alun Thomas; Clir. Roy Harries (deputy Mayor) and Mrs. Harries.Back row |
to r: Carwyn Williams (Capt. Llandovery R.F.C.) Mrs. Elmer Harries, Mr.
Bryn Williams (recreation chairman) Cllr. Stan Archer (Mayor of Llan-
dovery) and Mrs, Archer, Mr. Elmer Harries (chief executive of Dinefwr bor

ough

Griffiths (secretary).

N Sport 1

o —

council), Mr. Carwyn Jones (treasurer rugby club), Mr. Rowland

Picture: Richard Firstbrook Photography

Liandovery go

IN A GAME full of excitement, played at

a fast pace on a hot September afternoon,
Lland FaEi :

ery vineing winners
at the end of this League Second
Division clash
But
after being 10-3 down at | 1dandovery 21
the interval, a a Blaina 10 The: evarccresbiit Chils
Blaina side missing sev- o) oy are unsighted?  Davies followed up an up-
;1."11*3"“‘*"‘“"‘“1' and-under to score a Ty
\ P A penalty awarded which TywelJones. om-
\ : : . =
| thlug:'jr. after ﬂ “'mi;'lm& mm "
mummm Llandovery’s only re- mﬂm and Huw
forward before fi Sponse in the first half, tore huge holes
me which also saw Blaina in the Blaina defence
land a long range penalty. i Davies
This raised the - 1o soore another ry.
Lisndovery Tuming round with the  Jones hit the post with
muuﬂfﬁm breeze at their backs, the conversion, but he en-
lon't consult with their Lhmbuzmtmud‘umnd joyed better Tuck he
qually qualified, and bet- the game into their favour was on target with two
er placed touch judges, within minutes. penalties to bring his

persaonal tally to 11 points.
Man of the match Chris
Davies was outstanding in

Page 20

Drovers
lose a
thriller

DESPITE a quiet
start, this

turned out to be one
of the most exciting
seen at Chruch
Bank this season.

Cross Keys opened the
scoring after 20 minutes
m;mghand—olfm
the centre made an i
in for wing E

Mgm‘shall to score @ good

Llandovery 16
Cross Keys 20
The immaculate Mark
Flest mn\ru'tﬂd Il!ﬂ.ﬂdldﬁd
a penalty to make things
look QminoULs for Llan-

inﬂmitmlt home full-
back H 1 Jonies was nol
on his f::i kicking form,
and it was left to Carwym
Williams to bring his side
back into the game with
two penalties, making the
half-time score 10-6.

Another adﬁ# of

Ities saw Score
mgm 13-9, but anath-
er try by the Keys'left
wing,. converted by Fledt,
seemed to put them out of
sight at 20-9.

HM’HI d]i& lesl o
Liandovery’s best period
of play when they pressed
hard to score,

Despite good runs by
Alun  Thomas, Marcus
and Arwel
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SRk el ks

FORMER Llanelli flan-
ker Iwan Jones made an

Tumble as his new team way Wi

g - Relief for
1. Drovers takﬂ%1;$?; D rove rS !

1 LLANDOVERY booked i .
them on the their place in

impressive _debut for “'“"“’.m“‘. . JEif . : SWALEC Cup after they eventually wmtheﬁﬁﬂhm Ymu“"d.ﬂ i “f] the
Davies PJ" over a Fﬂll'l:f m“!h rui.sta-nce, e 1s gy

League line- the Magpies as they put 23,

a 7-0 lend through a &y - it

In the
e— Hywel Jones
the

Mndl;'at}m?mhlﬁz 15 minutes from tme 1o The Heineken Leag
day night. ﬁhmg Second himeken Leagi [ Vstradgynlais 0
in 8 match which saw jooked and hungry o mn;glr mph 'imu”"l; Liandovery 10

both sides made 8 number for the ball isundoubted  vision outfit when  they i i e ik
4 of changes from their class will be an assel 10 meet Tondu on January 10 hang on until the inter-

val.

.Ii'le?iailmupmﬂﬂ uhbra[‘melllmmd
upe. 1og The Drovers will be  lewis, so used fo the

up : team. is big occasion, could
ﬁ pumber-eight mm @ On Saturday, Llan- muﬂu{ﬂnmﬁdﬂ: l?frndﬂmm!;'mdi cl:“g

organ and a conversion dovery enferiaimn il
by Hywel Jones. Keys and Tumble are also 'ﬂ‘emu so easily have head early in the second
~econd-half, home to Aberavon Quins goae the other way. half, But cruel luck meant

Llandovery keep their

Llan- posesi
just after in front.

lais fought back  two long range .

from narrowly miss the target,

MME and - wmile 8 a8
outside-hall Mike Lewis, strucka post. tempt

A e Y

Llandovery were forced
to show their defensive
qualities as Ystradgynlais
desperaiely tried o get
back on terms.

e e, e Yty

10 minutes left, and on a
rare sortie deep @
Ystrad territory, the Lhn?
dovery forwards showed
their strength and pushed
the Ystrad pack over their
own line for scrum-half
Adrian Davies to score.
T
Vi & hard
fought win in a:l')'mg
and physical encounter.

- rm Ee e e =

| P

e

LLANDOVERY were Allnutt.
| forced to a He waltzed past three

number of changes to
1| the team on Satur- ,.e
day, especially among — Two penalties and &
the backs. try saw the home side
However, the visitors to take the lead but
were Beven points Up determination by Adrian
after five minutes with Williams earned a try
what turned out to be which was again con-
the best try of the verted by Jeremy Rowe.
game. However, another

Quick service from penalty by Abertillery
serum half  Adrian meant that the sides
Williams and 2 long turned round at half-
pass from Carwyn time with the 8cores
Williams enabled full- level at 14 all.

feed left wing Mathew penalised  at regular

back dJeremy Rowe t0 With Llandovery being

—

Deplet(:,d Drovers
bow to pressure

Abertillery 31 pts
Llandovery 14

intervals, Abertillery No.
10 Mark Williams made
them pay with a fourth
penalty, three of them
for offside!

Still, at 17-14 down,
Llandovery were gtill in
the game going into the
last quarter, but found
themselves having to
play their rughy deep in
their own half.

In the end the pres-
gure put on by Aber-
tillery paid off with two

converted tries, but the
final score-line  Was
glightly flattering %0
them.

This Saturday, Llan-
dovery entertain Glamor-
gan  Wanderers to
Church Bank for what
ghould be an entertain-
ing mateh.

Llandovery need to
win this one and the
Blaina game a fortnigh
later to move up th
table. d
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LLANHARAN came to
Church Bank needing a
win and to score more
times than Cross Keys
to gain promotion to the
first division but nearly
did mot achieve the first
objective agminst a Llan-
dovery side who refused
to lie down and die!

Withstanding all the
early pressure, Llan-
dovery really looked as
if they wanted to win in
what would have been
their first league victory
since January.

As the first half wore
on they seemed to
realise that this was
possible and  Hywel
Jones kicked two good
penalties while Llan-
haran missed -all their
early kicks. Llandovery

Llandovery RFC Team Records CGWO07
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Drovers prove

no push-over
for Llanharan

Llandovery 6 pts Llanharan 19

were leading 6-0 at half
time.

Llanharan’s strong
pack moved up a gear
in the second half and
gradually wore down the
opposition in the [inal
quarter to score three
tries by their forwards,
two of which were con-
verted by left wing
Dodds.

Llandovery have found
it a hard baptism in the
higher echelons  of
Heineken Divigion Two.
Although they were lying
sixth in the table early
in the second half of the
season, to have finished
eighth out of 12 teams
iz a very creditable per-

formance and gives a
good foundation to build
upon.

The Section will be a

very hard one next sea-

son with four pood sides
coming in, Maesteg and
S.W. Police from division
one and Treorchy and
Mountain Ash up from
Divigion Three.
Llandovery will need
to look for two or three
players to srengthen the
gide and the scoring of
tries will again be of
paramount importance.
One thing is quite cer-
tain there will be no
easy games in next
year's Division Two.

| Llandovéry slow
the blocks

Treorchy 28 pts Llandovery 10

out of

Llandovery's promotion
irations took a dent in this
Heineken Division Three

minutes later from a high
kick and a defensive lapse
which let in the full back

power paved the way for
the firat converted try, to

R

until half-time and twelve-
nil did not seem too bad a
be followed by another gcoreline.

backs in the second half

Still, Liandovery held on

With the wind at their

: o
S0 clnsﬁ
for the

Drovers

hal{-time.

Tenby were not 1o be
denied, and after a Gavin
Scotcher , TEserve
right Trueman
took his well.
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On the rampage

® UNSTOPPABLE: Llandovery's Arwel Evans in
mood during Saturday’s Hdn:l;m League promotion cincher against

9TH3 YouI[o
ham>0ﬁﬂ@5

LR B T T
‘sanuuad omy

% PUB SUOIE2AUOD omy ‘Sarny

&

==

q
d

Iy Yim syurod s oprs sy
[ paioos oy ‘fmaopuspy

J0f oday ayy swm SUTRT[TIA

ufmre) jpey  spmwing
‘[Bojuta g 1040 umm
S1EE ® Yim digsuoidunsyy
SIaMmalgg HHD—_UR Ba[E g dﬂﬁ__g.
o urapn g uoyIAG Ay
Jo amnsg apew uﬂ..ﬁ.?ﬂuu.ﬂﬂ._ﬂ—
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1To—r ~48 —e
with scrum-half gdbﬁ?ﬂnﬁgnﬂ_ﬁ?}- do-1-93

SR Cum ' Olsen claims

moem et last gasp

mee EEEEE winner

ed his fourth ry 1o ound | | | LlANclovery 15 pts Tondu 12 pts
off an amazing personal

haul of 28 poi ,
Justafter half time, Car-  Cardiff mm:_,- ﬁ.ﬂ‘:‘;;i:;“;f‘gffg utes but the defence
ized the

stood firm.

Steve Font Soli sabet” saits, Vot mﬂ‘ﬁw season - Llandovery  With play two minutes
tries to make the lead 32-  npever gmet:gdlgm and snatched victory out of into injury time the
lnu:lg- from

the jaws of defeat in home pack pushed

will have

dashed 50 yards for Car- their second clash with || Ijury-time in a nail-bit- Tondu's seven back to
diff’s seventh try, and firstclass iti ing Swalec Cup finish. the try-line and when
Llandovery were in dan-  within a few Tondu kicked off with the ball skidded out

Eventually the break
through came mid-way

through the second half.
ed the ball o inside centre |

Huw Thomas, who made

when the half backs mov- |

The second half told a
different story, and the

first hall they would have

tuken their chances in the
deservedly taken the lead.

the benefit of a gale- local hero Marcus Olsen
force wind at their wag over in a flash to
backs, but Llandovery score a try which was
were first to score converted by  Hywel
gﬂuﬂh a Marcus Olsen Jopes,
i ; Llandovery were
With play in the first through to the ‘last 11:3
half fairly a\::;,d Llan-  clubg and in the draw
dovery won a share
of line-out ball, -~ but muff—&
Tondu full back Mar]
Wattl_ kept  popping

had

Arwel
emerged worthy winners.

Rowlands, who touched

down for a fine try.
Llandovery

This was converted by

Hywel Jones, and by the
The result leaves Llan-

dovery in sixth place in

a fine break to hand on to |
co-cenire

end there was no doubt
that

the second divisicn (able.

four in all to take the
score to 12 - 5 to the
vigitors at half-time,
Now with the wind
behind them it would be
Llandovery’s turn! But
the Tondu pack showed
Llandovery the tactics to

longer the game progress-
ed, the stronger the Llan-
dovery pack seemed 1o

They scrummaged su-
perbly, won a fair share of

get.
back row tackled like -

line-out ball in com|

t have
ales on
Tenby

W

use into the wind, keep-
ing the ball tight and
using the rolling move
to good effect.

Thus they denied
Llandovery possession,
with minutes ticking by.
The turning point came
when Tondu's hooker
Andrew Thomas was

were  jien with Tenby's Rhodri

able 1o repel the Tenby  Jones, and in the loose the

attacks.

Tenby 0
Llandovery 7
With Hywel Jones in
lendid form under the
ball, and with for-
wards and backs tackling
Llandovery
However, if Tenby had  gers.

well,

half.
h

No surprise for fans

Sunday, this win by Llandovery at
was not a surprise.

heard on BBC 2's Rughy Special

CONTRARY to what you mi

sent off for stamping
and Hywel Jones kicked
‘rJ:u;l ensuing penalty,
owever, even i

14 men that mm
ning try seemed to he
eluding Llandovery.
Their pack was
encamped on the Tondu
line for the last 10 min-

of playing

and keen fol-
Jlowers of form in the sec-

are playing ex-
well in the second
ed

had the

e
thi season
In an evenl%;y

first half, Tenl

At least it was mot a

surprise o the Drovers

division — Llan-
“advantage’’

down the slope in the first

half

ond
o
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Liandovery 15 pts
Pontypool Utd 3

THE remarkable consistency
of the West Walians shows
absoulutely no sign of break-
ing down and they duly
recorded their 12th victory in
14 league outings this season,

Centre Huw Thomas exploited
a gap in the visitors defence to
sprint 30 metres for the first try,
with prolific fly half Carwyn Wil-
liams adding the extra points.

Williams was again on target
with a penalty goal before the in-
terval, giving the home side a
nine point lead.

The hammer blow came when
flanker Chris Davies crossed
early in the second half for Wil-
liams to again convert.

United more than held their
own during the closing stages
but their only reward was a Craig
Jones penalty.

Llandovery: Tries — H Thomas, C
| Davles; Cons — C Willilams (2); Pen —

‘Williams.
Pontypool: Pen — C Jones.

Liandovery 6 pts
Tumble 3

LLANDOVERY look certain to
be tasting Second Division rugby
next term.

The performance of their pack

Liptrot was a little surprised.
“We led 6-0 at half time but 1

didn’t think it was going to be
to take into the wind. The
second half display was superb.
We didn't kick the ball away but
controlled possession for about
35 of the 40 minutes.”
The all important first half

Llandovery RFC Team Records CGWO07
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Drovers miss
out in penalty
lottery

THIS WAS a game
full of excitement to
the end, where Llan-
dovery created
chances which they
failed to capitalise
upon.

Centres Huw and
Alun Thomas created
openings, but the final
pass always seemed to
go astray. Wing Arwel
Rowlands aleo made
some penetrating runs
when the opposition
kicked through to him
and both Martin Rees
and Nigel Clarke came
close to scoring in the
final nail-biting minutes.

But in the end, the
order of the boot won
the day - four penalties
by Steven Pearce for
Narberth and two by

Llandovery 6 pts Narberth 12

Hywel Jones for the
home side.
For a8 change Llan-

VErY WEre Winning
plenty of line-out ball
and in the set scrums
they wera on top for

I.on.gpsﬂodl. But after

a lottery of who had
kickable penalties.
However the defences
were on top. Narberth
in particular had to
defend frantically in the
final 15 minutes as
Llandovery mounted
wave after wave of
attacks on their line.
The Narberth full-back
waeg 8olid under the
pressure of the high
ball, as had been Hywel
Jones for Llandovery in
the earlier exchanges.
All in =all Narberth
breathed a sigh of relief
when the final whistle
wae blown in what had
been a very hard keenly-
contested game.

L[ ——

Mules kicked over

LLANDOVERY sit proudly
on top of the Third Division
of the Heineken League after
this emphatic victory at
Church Bank.

From the start, Llandovery
attacked strongly and when
the visitors scrum half Lee
Jenkins was forced into an
error, flanker Chris Davies

KENFIGHILL ... 12

pounced for a fourth minute
try which outside half Car-
wyn Williams converted.

PONTYPOOLUTD 7 LLANDOVERY 20

LLANDOVERY moved to the
top of Division Three of the
Heineken League, scaring five
excellent tries in a comfort-
able victory.

Although level on paoints
with Tenby Utd and
Cilfynydd, the Mid Wales side
lead by a& single try from
Tenby.

Early on, the home for-
wards held their own against
the Llandovery pack and this
enabled winger Paul Good-
child to give them the lead
after 26 minutes.

On the stroke of half time

Page 25

winger Huw Morgan finished
off a superb Llandovery move
with a try which levelled the
scores at the interval.

Then the visitors took con-
trol, centre Alan Thomas
crossing for a try before the
mercurial Morgan dashed
over for his second.

Two tries by winger Arwel
Rowlands ensur Lland-
overy's win. But they need
more reliable kicking to sus-
tain a promotion challenge.
SCORERS —Pontypool Und. Try: Paul
Goodehild. Pens: Paul Gwatkin
Uandovary. Tries: Huw Morgan (32),
Arwel Rowlands (2), Alan Thomas,
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Liandovery
power on

Vardre 12, Llandovery 18

HAVING already gained immediate promo-
tion back to Section A of the Welsh Brewers
West Wales Championship, Llandovery’s sea-
son of fine achievement continued last week as
they made their way through to the inaugural
final of the new Welsh Brewers Bowl Competi-
tion with a victory over favourites Vardre.

In the match, played both crossed the Llan-
at Brynaman, Llandov- dovery line for tries,
ery were well worthy of
the victory, domhnlhﬁ
the lines-ont throug
their larger andk more
enterprising pack, and
making full use of the
scoring chances that
came their way. ]

Despite winning little
quality possession, Var-
dre did have their oppor-
tunities, but mt;linghr;me;
passing and ca
quently let them down.

Llandovery number
eight David Giles was in
fine form, and capped a
stirring display with two
notable tries. Fly-half
Carwyn Williams com-
pleted the Llandovery
scoring with two penal-
ties and a conversion.

For Section A Cham-

ions Yardre, Mark

odd and Andrew Lewis

PlINIEI‘md by South & Wesi 'qucs,
Newspapers Lid. . Guandsan Offsces,

37 Onany Street, Agmanornd, Diyfied.

Tel: Amm.n[unizwl amd 2074, il

Frlﬂw by C. [. Thomas & Sons
Haverfordwest) Lid., Press Build-

ing—g Pg;?;r: %n.d . Haverford-

cgriered
ﬂ P.O. a5 & . r.

while full-back Jamie
Richards landed two
CONVETsions.

at the

last week's

Drovers tread carelul

be hoping to improve their

LLANDOVERY will
Heineken

League Division Two
take on bolttom of Lhe table

But L. will not
that 's

¥ win in lhslﬁgr.velhu
mm%muﬁm

sides met early in the

Tl‘lﬂeg]_rm

Brewers Bowl sem

pﬁhton when they
ay.

Thll day Tredegar
came out on top by 23-13,
but the Drovers will poini
to the fact that they lost
the ousanding David
Giles early on, and had an
-‘\mﬂkﬂwhthmys-
disallowed.

In the third division
Tumble face a tough test
when they meet second
placed Pontypool United,

When they sides met
earlier in the season the
Magpies were only just

edﬁ:ﬁrad,gynhis will

hoping 1o strengihen then‘
p-uu:tm amongst the
when they ke on fourth

“ Drovers back on track

LLANDOVERY were back to winning
back two
the much

ways on Saturday, hmgintgh
points from their match
improved **Seasiders’’.

In fact, the scrum press

This was o guisy per- Penarih 8
formance, particularly in
the second half ﬂmhlrhq' Llandovery 16

had to defend for long
periods against a strong

unneceasary sell inflicted

ure was 5o great that Llan.

dovery went further into
the lead from a push-over
try scored by young num-
ber eight Diylan Morgan.

After Llmdovery were
off-side at a ruck and lost
10 yards through :Iupul—

down the flank saw prop
Dai Thomas on hand o

ScOre a try.

Both sides had their
chances in the second half,
but strong Llandovery
tackling the hame
side out

v 7 prEssure. ing the decision, Penarth

driving back row. o Sl Y B mlha!en.
pull back to All-im-all,

However it was ihe  Llandov took the were well savisfied with
Lisndovery backs who put  lead after three minutes However, L].mdwuz this victory to put them in
togen.. “he creative play, from . Hywel Jones pen- were able 1o increase the ﬁd heart for Saturdsy®s
only for vosure louc. alty ab - o collapsed  lead on the stroke of half- ALEC Cup match at
TrndiE 0 pul oo under  somum. time, A well worked move  Ystradgynlais,
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from botem Cilfynydd.

But looking at the
weather forecast, secre-
tary Keith Phillips says
there is no certainty the
game will go ahead. Fans
are advised to check with
the club first,

Vardre will be hoping
to move away from the
lower reaches of the
fourth divigion if the
weather allows them io
ravel w North Wales to
face Ruthin.

Back in September
Vordre overwhelmed the
bottom of the table side
by 45-7.
® Llandovery will be at
home to Tondu in the next
round of the SWALEC
Cup on January 23, and
NoL gway 48 Was previous-
Iy published,

. Llunﬁnmnhr Elfyn J-nuins stands ﬁrm -gnlm.t a Vardre I!Il'l.l.l‘pi during
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Llandovery ride

storm to go top

This win takes Llandovery
to the top of the table, but

Llandovery 12pis Blackwood 6

at the end of the day the
home gide were rather

with loose head prop Rees
and second row Coles
outstanding.

The first scrum demon-
strated Blackwood's forward

for

show his skills.
The game was

the lead

visitors, However Adria
Williams gave Llandover
lowing a

Cup holders Hart

they had also Jost left wing
Alan Jones when he was
sent off for slamping on
Tumble centre Aded
Orwen,

The second hali saw

down and Williame added

Carwyn Davies came on
Llandovery he was
rarely given a chance to

Elfyn Jenkins and man of i

decided

Schweppes Cup on Satnrda}r.h ;
Hartridge crossed two tries,
120 mvl’l‘dﬁﬂ & while fellow wing Nigel

al the conversion. the match Chris Davies.
Sl A0 BN O | b Wikt Man et Te Yaaae :
Blackwood played hard penalty gave Llandovery 8 of the strong running of
uncompromising  rughy, 123 interval lead — & the Blackwood full back,
typical of the Gwent points difference that could former youth captain Steve .
valleys and theirs was a have been more since MeCraken and the decisive 1
forward orientated game. Nigel Clarke appeared to tackling of the Llandovery 1|
Perhaps Llandovery 8core a perfectly good try.  backs.
underestimated the visitors Immediately on the r e e — - ¥
whose only win in the regumption Blackwood * g Peter’s '[4'|.qudw|l"l"|z I
league was against Ruthin, peduced the arrears to lﬂﬁm 1e to
and it was only excellent gnd for the rest of the half their second defeat of the season
and at times desperate [jJandovery spent most of t a Cardiff side, who sur-
defence that prevented their time defending. e them with an excellent
Blackwood scoring in the Blackwiosd . prised
second half. i ST vl v v BSES |
Blackwood had an exce[l. the lion's share of the Lock forws'e SUCT %o ene
BOr e [ fwa: foriravds posgession and although was the

8
g
7
e
%
8

. however by the defensive py fiy half Carwyn !

B bt o aY points play of the Llandovery given the visitors the lead bub
margin that they relied on  back row of Nigel Clarke, gtewart's last-gasp fovin ony |
e et mmmﬂummw ,

Within__five minutes i g e : g
Carwyn Williams kicked a At Peter's Tries — K Walsh, 8 Ste-
penalty following a line-out w:l“t Pens — 5 Harris(2)
offence, but Geoff Williams . Tries — A Davies, B
levelled the score for the Jenkins. Cons C Willlams{2)

Tumble given a
first half fright

TUMBLE overcame a first half scare to beat Welsh Brewers
ridge HSOB in the third round of the

the Towy Valloy side took
b 1t At i e
Davies crossed for an un- |
w:nmmﬁ-gpud goal
a
before the interval.

But the 7-0 Jead wasn"t
enough and second divi-
shon Bonymaen were soon
ahead and up @
167 ‘:ret
Rowlands replied with an
unconveried try for Llan-
dovery, but it came too
late.
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are held
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Coach Stan

Liandovery 12 pts HEINEKEN LEAGUE

St Peter’s 3 DIVISION THREE

WYN Williams, Llandovery's
mundww-n:iukippar.hd over the place kicking in the
his side to the win that keeps absence of Carwyn Williams,
them at the top of the landed four shots for Llandovery,
division, then paid tribute to while his opposite number Simon
the work coach Stan Liptrot Hﬂ’m’ mmﬂdﬂ Mi“_ft‘;’}:hﬂ .
has put into the club. St Peter's: Pen — S Harris.

“The coach has made a

come out with a win."
Full back Hywel Jones, taking

‘DROVERS’
GOING UP!

LLANDOVERY clinched their place in the Heineken e
Second Division with a hard fought win over Blackwood
weekend.

Now they are lined up Iast 20 minutes with two Centre  Wayne Price
for what should be a fries. : added a third try before
cracking  championship  Two fromout-  the Gwent side scored a
decider :ﬂ;ﬂl Tenby side Careyn  Wil- through centre Duane
United, are  two Ii.m:lll;llrpuﬂ:nl:nwm Eﬂn Paul {i?mﬂ

behind in second ahea on, Bloack- qpmug.uam-
pﬁnmmmm‘u wood hit back hard with  ond of the
¥. three lties  from Tmhlemedurmrm|

A win for Graison Williams. try when Davies crossed |
will clinch the title for  With 18 minutes re- for his second. The out-
them, even a draw would maining Llandovery full-  side half also kicked two

them certainties back Jonesbrought  conversions.

120
1 The last tme Lian- make the final score 22-9 uq?nhyme arter-final of
dovery met Tenby mcg Tumble, who are outof  fhe Llanelli and District
ran out winners by 30-18  the promotion race, sta Welsh Brewers Cham-
in & cracking match play-  just behind the top three  pions Cup  Ammanford
| &d in front of the televi-  witha 20-10 winat Ponty-  pulled off a shock 10-7
sion cameras and a huge pool United . win after extra time
1 | crowd. They scored two early inst Tregaron
Last Saturds i '

Amman  Quins
Fenlf- Arwel  Tumble in the quuater m
and Jared Davies  of the champions cup at
grabbing the touchdowns.  Cefneithin.
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NOW FOR OUR

Kenfig Hill 8, Llandovery 21

LLANDOVERY’S delighted rugby coach has already

t his

eyes on his next Heineken league target — the top of Division

Twao!

Englishman Stan
Liptrot told the Guardian
that he was happy and
relieved for his team after
have clinched the Division
Three title with a thunder-
ing away victory at Kenfig
Hill,

Llandovery made sure
of the Heincken League
Third Division Cham-
pionship thanks to an in-
spired second half per-
formance which brought
them 18 points.

The West Wales side
which has proved to be a
model of consistency
throughout the long sea-
son had to win or draw at
Kenfig Hill to clinch the
litle.

The home side, how-

ever, made the better start
with some impressive
work by their heavy-
weight pack.

Llandovery were pin-
ned in their own half for
much of the opening guar-
Let.

But they gradually as-
sented  themselves  and
Carwyn Davies was able
o calm the nérves with a
well ju penalty goal.

But the visitcn‘sso'}ay
proved short-lived. For al-
most immediately Kenfig
Hill weht ahead when a
Carwyn  Williams chip
ahead was intercepted and
centre Bumell wenl over
the comer to establish a 4-
3 lead.

Stung by this reversal,

the visitors stepped up a
gear and their more con-
certed forward play resuli-
ed in the award of five
penalties but thess were
all missed by the usually
reliable Carwyn Williams.
On the stroke of half
time a rolling maul by the
Kenfig Hill pack created
the platform for a ry by
Lyn Jenkins, which meant
an interval score of Kenfig
Hill, Llandovery 3.
Within minutes of the
resumption  the  visitors
had reduced the lead with
a Carwyn Davies long
range penalty kick,
Llandovery al last were
playing 1o their full poten-
tial, the forwards were
gaining  increasing  as-

cendancy and the resultant
ion released their
talented three quarters,

An  incisive run- by
speedy wing Carwym
Davies put Lland
o a pood attacking posi-
tion in the home 22,

Llandovery won -
session from the resuliant
scrum and No. 8 David
Gales cross the line for a
try. Carwyn Williams
added the conversion
points and the Liandovery
supporters could at last
relax with the score show-
ing 12-8 in their favour,

he home side were
clearly tiring and Llan-
dovery launched a suc-
cession of slick passing
three quarter movements.

Centre Alan Thomas
was well tackled on the
Kenfig Hill 22, his specu-
lative pass was well pick-
udupII:;lJanduver}' skip-
per and second row for-
ward Alan Thomas who

SEGOND TITLE

crossed for his first try of
the season, & lar score
this, Alan’s fwrst and Llan-
dovery's last n Division
Three of the Heineken

League. .

Carwyn Davies sloted
over the conversion and
i the dymg minules fol-
lowed this up with another
penalty kick to seal a fa-
MOs I_.I.mduvug' victory
by 21 points to 18,

Afterwards [ spoke 1o
their delighted coach Eng-
lishman San Liptrot, who
was clearly delighted with
his team’s success. “I'm
happy md relieved,”’

Said Liptrot: “We led
for most of the season and
that meant that we were

the team to beat."””
Looking 1o Division
Two rugby, he said: “*“We

are quite confident —
we've got a stron

“And it's my %nlmtim
to go for the champion-
ship again.

o LR ww

o FT

DROVERS MOVE
FURTHER AHEAD

Ruthin 0 Llandovery 37
LLANDOVERY extend-
ed their Jead at the top of
the Heineken League
Third Divigion when they
overwhelmed Ruthin by
370, while title challeng-
ers Cilfynydd were going
down to a shock defeat
agninst Blackwood.

And the man who led
Llandovery to victory was
former Wales wing
Carwyn  Davies, who

too much for the
orth Walians, who put
up a spirited fight but were
never really in contention,
Davies opened the scor-
ing after six minutes when
he jinked past the home
defence. He also closed
the scoring with a 40
metre solo try. [n between,
the Llangadog farmer
scored another try in the
second half.
The Drovers® other tries
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came from back row men
Chris  Davies, Eliyn
Jenkins and Nigel Clarke,
and centre Alun Thomas.
TUMBLE are still serious
candidates for promation
from the Heineken League
Third Division and their
veteran scrum-halfl Arwel
Davies showed he is still
a force to be reckoned
with.

An  eighty-yard inter-
ception try from the 34-

year-gld fireman showed
that any plans he had of
retiring at the end of last
season would have been a
mistake had he taken them
further.

That was the only try in
the 13-0 victory the. The
Magpies other points
came from the boot of
Jared Davies, who kicked
three penalties. The win
keeps Tumble n touch
fourth place.
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TOP THE TABLE

WEST WALES rivals Tumble and Llandovery are this week
looking down at the rest of the Heineken League third division

from
Tumble are in top spot
virtue of remark-
able defensive record.
They have yet to conceded
a try in league and
completely —shut out
United on Sat-

urday by 20-0.
Veteran scrum-half

scoring after 15 minutes
when he scored a try from
a close gj& SCrum.

The was extended
just four minutes laer
when Paul Jones
forced E?wy over after
a rolling maul took the
Magpies within striking
distance of United's line.

Kevin Edwards added a
third try which wing Eurig
Morgan converted, before
outside half Jarrod Davies
rounded off a fine display

scoring under the posts,

of gan again converted.

Meanwhile Llandovery

were having a tougher

top two positions in the table.

time at home to Black-
wood and were a little
fortunate 1o claim the

points.

It was only excellent,
and at times, uncomMpro-
mising defence that pre-
vented Blackwood soor-
ing in the second half.

e Gwent side had an
excellent fromt five, with
loose head prop Rees, and
second row Coles out-

atandinfr
The first scrum demon-
strated Blackwood's for-
ward , but ally
Llandovery bu.lftn?p a
points margin which they
relied on later.

Within five minules

Carwyn Wnijli‘:;m keicked
a penalry T ing a line-
out offence, but Geoff
Williams  Jevelled  the
scores for the visitors.

However, Adrian Wil-
liams gave Llandovery the
lead following a charge
down. Carwyn Williams
added the conversion,

A further Williams pen-
alty gave Llandovery a
12-3 nterval lead - a score
which could have been
greater as Nigel Clarke
seemned to score a good

Immediately after the
break Blackwood reduced
the armrears to 12-6, and

for the rest of the hall
Llandovery t most of
the time defending with
Blackwood winning the
lion's share of possession.
Although former Llan-
elli and Wales winger
Davies came on
for Llandovery, he was
rarely given a chance o
show his skills.

THe game was decided
an the defensive skills of

Mention must also be
made of the strong run-
ning of Blackwood's for-
mer schoolboy
Steve Mc Cracken and the
tackling of the Llandovery
backs.

Llandovery beat

While the ‘Journal' forecaster
gave Llandovery no more than
a likely draw at Pontyp-ool,
Llandovery won this game by
scoring five tries which took
them clear at the top of the
section,

The architects of the victory
were the Llandovery backs -
Arwel Rowlands and Huw
Morgan scoring two tries each
and Alun Thomas one.

Surprisingly man of the
match Carwyn Williams didn’t
contribute a point although he
was close with several kicks
from difficult angles.

As expected the Pontypool
pack played hard uncomprom-
ising rughy and several Llan-
dovery players had bruise
marks to show the nature of
the game.

the Forecaster

Pontypool Utd 7 pts Llandovery 20

The playing surface suited
the home side and the driving
mauls of Pontypeol put Llan-
dovery under pressure. They
finally yielded a try to right
wing Goodchild.

Llandovery replied just on
half time when after sustained
pressure on the Pontypool line,
Huw Morgan scored near the
corner flag.

The teams turned round four
all, but within five minutes
Alun Thomas scored for Llan-
dovery. An injury as he scored
saw him leave the field.

A further try saw Llandov-
ery take a decisive lead hut

Pontypool reduced the arrears
with a penalty.

The game was put bevond
the home side when Arwel
Rowlands broke through the
centre to score. Rowlands was
to score again right on full
time when he ghowed his
excellent rugby ability in
breaking the covering defence
and the full back,

Next Saturday Llandovery
travel to Bonymaen in the
Welsh Cup. Although the
Towy wvalley side beat the
Swansea side in a friendly
earlier this season it will
obviously be a quite different
encounter next Saturday.
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Forward march Llandmnry’ Chﬁlmﬂ l:umpm!rww Willilmi.
DniGﬂnudElhmeHua:he > -;‘-.tnnnoﬁ‘;;m

Willa
seal

ms

launches an attack

sets

n victory

Llandovery 22 pts Bonymaen 6

wards and backs led to the

-yfy A[pLala UM Tem Jo
Slupubdlalnmarmml
o sBump jo adeqs ayj,

1
f

A
i
%gﬁis

g

.gE:%

two penalties,

. cmnma Llandovery cut through the Dunvant defence during Sutimlafl 6-6 draw.
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" The G

Felinfoel 13 Llandovery 17

LAST Friday at Stradey Park saw bubbling
Llandovery complete their own season’s “*double’” as
they added to their already-achieved promotion to
Section A of the Welsh Brewers West Wales Cham-
pionship by becoming the first winners of the Union’s
new League bowl.

The game was lively all
through, and in the final
analysis of play, no-one
could be ﬁrm:lge Llandovery

&

AN T = w— --

Kidwelly 6 pts, Llandovery 27

THERE seems to be no stopping
the Llandovery surge towards
the head of the table.

After a disappointing opening
week followed by a tongue lash-
ing from coach Stan Liptrott
they have nof looked back.

Carwyn Williams once again
used his experience at fly half to
dictate the game but it was his
forwards who stole the honours.

Kidwelly only managed to get

conversion to a fine try by

wing John Goss,
Dependable Llandovery

fly-half Carwyn Williams

e seoreboard in injury time, their well-earned victory. then reduced the Felinfoel
?WI;‘]BHI; Haydn Tonge crossed for a Llandovery moved in advantage to 9-7 with a
consolation try. If1mn£1!:ar!y on as _s::n:'n::’L ne.:nI E:I::{.; ‘r:;g:_gih;a]l;:gfn:ca:

rum drian Davies im- andling sent wing Arwe e :

s g P ey | Rowlands over for a more.

pressed for Llandovery, getting

pres e e 10 but_ Felinfoel hit back.

Two further Llandovery

Half-backs Kevin Thomas trics were to give them an

dd will have gone out loud and Richard Williams were ~ advantage and an initiative

and clear, beware the men from regularly to the forc as they were never to lo:se.
Church Bank. Felinfoel displayed their Rowlands and Jones being

the scorers, while Williams
converted one.

Felinfoel fought hard to
draw level again, and were
given the late consolation
of a second try for wing
Goss,

customary brand of open,
] fluent play, and Thomas
was on hand first to kick a

1 penalty, then supply the

Offers |

TUMBLE'S
-BIG BOOST

TUMBLE gave themselves and fellow

Llandovery: Tries — A Davies(2), N
Clarke, H Morgan; Con —C .
Pens — Williams(2); Drop goal — Wil-
liams.

e, ==

half the Drovers shook

West Walians

day.

For the Magpies it was
a vilal result to get them
back into winning ways,
while for Llandovery it
meant they were able to

a [wo poinl gap
m&l? at the top
of the table.

Tumble took advantage
of the fact that several
Cilfynydd players were
missing because of a wed-
ding, and decided 1o play
the game the way they
now best - close to the
forwards,

The Tumble tries came

& big boost

whe beat Cilfynydd in the third
divi;:mmgﬂ:eﬂehekmlﬂguamswm

from Robert Wil
liams and flanker Les
Mathias, while Eurig

Morgan kicked a conver-
siom,

MunwhileLhndwﬁ
were c.lmlking‘n_lhp thi
eighth league in a

raw, which sets up a vital

home  maich inst
Cilfynydd at Llaa:?;*uv
a week on Saturday., A
win would open a four
point gap between the
sides. RS
Despite playing into
bitter wind during the first

Kenfig Hill with a try
within three minutes by
which

The home side may
have relaxed at this s
in any case Kenfig hit
back strongly with a try
by left wing Ian Morgan,
followed by a conversion

and iside
o e

With score at 12-12 as
the teams turned around it |
Was 'S tumto
feel the wind at their
backs.

Two further tries by
prop Dai Thomas and
man-of-the-match  Chris
Davies pushed the Lilan-
dovery try total for the
season up 1o 27,

Carwyn Williams kick-
ed two more penalties and

Next Saturday a
Bridgend XV travel to
Church Bank and seven
days later the Drovers will
face the “‘big one”
against the only side to
beat them this season.
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LLANDOVERY won
the toss and decided
to play into the teeth
of a gale-force wind
in the first half.

Dunvant exerted pres-
sure throughout the half
and scored after five min-
utes through experienced
scrum-half Chris
Hutchings.

A penalty and a con-
verted try were Dunvant's
other scores and the ques-
tion asked at half-time
was “Will a 15 point lead

Referee isn’t
flavour of
the month

Llandovery 0 Dunvant 15 pts

be sufficient™?

The answer was soon
evident as the Dunvant
pack took control in the
second half with
Hutchings at their heels
doing all the cleaning-up
work.

Llandovery had their
chances but two long-
range penalty attempts
went wide of the poats.

The best move of the

game saw Llandovery,
starting on the half-way
line on the right, all but
scoring in the left-hand
COTTIET.

Centre Huw Thomas
was over the line but was
recalled for a scrum-five
for what the referes saw as
a marginal forward pass.

Add to this the fact that
the referee made an error
in point of how from the
kick-off which resulted in

THE

Some

of Bonymaen.

National
division two and three clubs
took advantage of an “open
league” date to hone their bhal

game in friendly fixtures. try each, fly half Carwyn Wil-

m from these Eames, none
more g0 than division three zide's
Liandovery's eight-try drubbing

pressure being put on
Llandovery, and the man
with the whistle was not
quite “flavour of the
month”!

However, on the day
there was no doubt that
Dunvant coped with the
difficult conditions for bet-
ter than Blandovery, who
must now out all the
stops apainst Tondu at
home in the Swalee cup on
Saturday to try and get
into the last sixteen,

League grabbed a brace of tries each as

The Swansea side have yet to

show any of their pre-season form
in the league's second division
and any hopes of a confidence
boost at Llandovery were quickly
destroyed as the home side
surged into a 25-6 interval lead.

The home flankers of Elfyn
Jenkins and Chris Davies
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Just no
holding
Stan’s
classy
stars ..

Liandovery 33 pts.
Kenfig Hill 12....

THE opening day of the
season at Cilfynydd remains
the only blot on the Na|

gngneﬂhriuinna ndscape
and the scene is set for
another showdown between
the two at Church Bank in a

fortnight’s time. i

Coach Stan Liptrot has
the application of his players and
skipper Wyn 5. has

spoken out in favour of the
moonch. and it ‘seems
t Llandovery have found
exactly the right formula for
league success. s
Kenfig Hill never looked likely
to upset the plans of the home
side, who showed the kind of
l'ormdtg:.t. Is a Wmmh;;‘z all
would-be challengers for'théir No
1 pI:HHmL -
flanker Chris Davi#4“Llan-
dovery have one of the un-
doubted stars of ! Third
Division and the éft 4in- farmer
turned in yet m%mg
display that justly earnjd him
the man of the match accolade.
It was Davies who statféd the
ball rolling in the fourth minute
with the first of his two (s and
from that moment on the writing
was very much on the wall for the
“Muleg”, T
Prop Dai Thomas and cen
Eirian Jones were the other try

ulcmra. with nyhnhlfm Wil-
ams once again ‘kicking
form, converting all four tries and
e R o
a

response was a m
Ian Morgan and a and
lg;ra penalties from fly Huw

a B

:?:dwlth t o
aned. ﬁshwi;tmﬂltm

difficult to stop. e
Tries — C Davies42), D

Thomas, E Jones, Cons — G-

(4). Pens — Willlams (3).  S._

Kenfig Hill: Try — 1 g
H Watkins, !;-“~wm:¥i
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- Carwyn on top
“in fly half duel

. Tembyl8pts MALCOLM LEWIS watches Llandovery take a‘

% - Llandovery 30 . lead on try count in Division Three.

_CILANDDVER\' outside half ™ : o _ R

- ‘Carwyn Williams expertly ex-  League defeat. AT " ing themselves for Llandovery.
loited the tricky slopes of  “They took us apart in the se-  But with not a lot separating

Lane in lifting his cond-half,” conceded team the real influence

side in front on try count at manager Tony Powling. “They came from the Llandovery

the top of the Heineken £ave usalesson astohow toplay outside-half.

‘TLeague Third Division, tactically.” .

He outshone Tenby captain
‘Ben Childs who, apart from his
W'm“n below his
d in the iy half duel betwean
‘two of the most influential play-
‘érs in'the division.

It was a big plus for us to win it
the toss," said Williams, who

5
E
;
i

M
‘worst after Tenby had shot into Liandovery: E James; A Rowlands,
an 18-¢ lead. once it became the turn of Tenby 1 Thomas, E Jones, C Davies; C Wil
™At that time, I thought it was to push uphill. umnmmzhmoma

-going to be very hard for us to The Tenby front row of Colwyn  Evans, W Willlams icapt), N Clarke,
.come back,” he said, “but we Harts, John Richards and Carl Davies, D Giles, E Jenkins.
wsoored right on half-time and Evans did well to take three  Tenby: Tries Carl Evans, N Tru-
that really set us up for the strikes against the head but the mMman. Cons, B Childs (3), pens Childs
second-half."” line-out possession was less con- ﬁﬂlﬁdmur:'l'ﬂu.ﬂm&m
Tenby, outscored 52 in tries in  Sistent. lands, A Davies, E Jones, C Willlams.
this battle for the Third Division It began to dry up after the in-  gon, & Williams (3), pens, Williams (2).
leadership, had no excuses for terval with Nigel Clarke and Referee: Mr J G  Morgan
to only their second David Glles in particular assert-  (Pontyelun).

R

In at the corner...Llandovery right wing Carwyn Willi the final '
5 e o, i oy Wit sore e o [ —

Page 35



&

by Ian Davies
Llandovery coach St-
an Liptrott insists
that there are players
in the third division
of the Heineken Leag-

ue who are good

enough to make the
Welsh squad.

“We've got two at Llan-
dovery, other than Carwyn
Davies, but I won't men-
tion names because we
- want

are
quality serum-halves while
Mike Evans, in the Tenby
back-row, has-an exesllent
footballing brain.

“Bob Ringwood, the St Les

quality player and I can
think of many others.
Even Ruthin, who have
stuggled bravely all seas-
on, have players with raw
potential.

“Somebody from either
th hird divisi
is going to win

Llandovery RFC Team Records CGWO07
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disappointing season for
Tumble, although prom-
ition remains a possibility
if they pick up maximum
points from the final five
fixtures.

They include games ag-
ainst the two teams above
them in the table - Tenby
United and Cilfynydd. Tu-
"Sat. Feb. |

. 8th - Pontypool
United {a); Sat March 9th -
St Peters (a); Sat. March
23rd . Tenby United (a);
Sat. Apr. 6th - Kenfig Hill
(h); Sat. Apr. 13th
Cilfynydd (a).

1 thought Kidwelly might
have set the Heineken
League alight this season,

Richard but that's been far from

the case and they stand in
ninth spot with a mere

LLANDOVERY RFC enjoyed
when the announcement of form

a double celebration las Week—
er Welsh International

) 1 Carwyn
Davies' return to the club was followed Saturday’ phatic
Heineken League win over Ruthin, » e

seribed the record break-
ing Llanelli’s winger's re-
lmlnfkchhuq“m
bonst to the side. "

*“He will miss the
against Tumble but be will
be in for the Kidwelly
match. He is looking for-
ward to playing in our
talented back line. I think
he will fit in very well."

The coach was also de-
lighted with Saturday’s
emphatic 42-12 win over
:Ie North Walians - the
i score of the day -
third place.

performance in  dreadful

cight points from twelve weather. I was a
Eames

Although press officer
Williams admits to
being disappeinted, he fir-
mly believes that Kidwelly
are about to turn the
corner, “Watch this space,”
said Williams.

“We should have won
our last game at Llandov-
ery after ing them in
their half for long periods,”
added the Kidwelly sup-

Fiemeken
- Llandovery played well

andl controlled the match
in the first half, Lost their
way for 20 minutes in the
second, but then finished
the match strongly,
Picked out for particu-
lar praise were Eﬁh
Wyn Williams, full-back
Hywel Janes, outside-half
Carsyn  Williams and
back row men Chris
Davies, Elfyn Jenkins and
Nigel Clarke.

Tumble, kept up their im-
pressive league form with

a typical 13-3 win over
old West Wales foes Kid-

which, sees them
;tayatthetq:ufl’lvkim

mﬁ T:E:h' le of
E’h and Iﬂzr’iz’wgﬂy

carwyn

remo,,
Llandovery fly-half Car-

wyn Williams kicked 14

points in the 186 win.

cracker

After playing a re RUTHIN .........cocooun.ec. O
sk o gume  against LLANDOVERY ........ 37
Tenby United at Parc
Stephens next Saturday, THERE were no shocks as
Kidwelly go on to meet:- top met bottom In Div-

Sat. Feb. 9th - Kenfig
Hill (h); Sat March 9th -
Blackwood (a); Sat. March
23rd - Cilfynydd (h); Sat

Apr. 6th - Pontypool United
:Ezi: Sat Apr. 13th - .ruthin

Comfortable
itics were predicting
relegation for second divis-
ion Narberth back in
September, but the Pemb-
rokeshire giants have sur-
expectations and
ie in a comfortable mid-

table pistion.

“We were a little naive
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STAND-INS

COME GOOD

LLANDOVERY coach Stan Liptrot was win fast ball.
this week delighted at the way his side Although the dry condi-

pulled off Saturday’s Heincken League e
win at Tumble, despite being depleted by of back play Mr Liptrot
last minute withdrawals. - said it wxe 1;: forwards
players  would be wummtlm-kim _who won ¥:
Fmgﬁzqmm contre- Alun Tho-  ““The forwards picked
whnmuwm mas and full back Hywel up the mantleand deliver-
ond teamers and players Jones. e, Migel Clarke moving
operating out of position. *“That was serious and  up o second row had a
He said; ““At the elev- marlnsmsi-lwmurly superb =
enth hour we had @ num-  on in the match, theomens Al Llandovery’s points
ber of injuries and had to didnotseem too good.””  came from the boot
I SR TR
W thr.t car -
mﬂ i nullify I]l{ threat of cluding a huge 50 metre
Only on Thursday night Tmr-lﬂu s 6t 8 in second matchwinning effort in the
did the coach leam he row Julian Parker and to last few minufes.
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@ AERIAL DUEL . . . Where the maich was won - Llandovery managed to
stifle Tumble in the lines-out, but this time it'stheMngpriustElt:Fhm.
G n pleture.

Previously unbeaten in
the league, Tumble, who
were without captain and
hooker Ercll Price, replied
with a Jarrod Davies pen-

alty and goal.
dr;p sethack the

team irurn Parc Y

M Mawr are still in
segn}?’hoeahquhn—
dovery in fourth on points
difference.

One cause for celebra-
tion in the Tumble ranks
was that veleran scrum-
half Arwel Davies
up the third dimem
player of the month
a




Liptrot
praises
his side
as they
go top

Pontypool Utd 7 pits
Llandovery 20

“IT was quite fitting that we
went top this weekend,
because this was eerfainly
our best perfwmanu of
the season.”

This was the comment- from
eoach Btan Liptrot as his side
comfortably mmlme l.he

hall of u di
United outfit.

Llandovery now lead thé table
on try count and, although
there is a long way to go yet,
they certainly look like a
team that will have a strong
gay in the promotion
shake-up.

“We gradually ground them
down up front,” said Lipirot,
“and then we unleashed our
backs at just Ihc right mo-
menis.

“Five tries, a!I comim from llle
threcquarters tells it's own
story as to the way thai we
played the game.”

It was certainly a day the
wingers will remember,
Pontypool's John Goodchild
giving his side the lead before
the wvisitors flying combi-
nation of How Morgan and
Arwel Rowlands took_gver,
scoring a brace each. -

The oither Llandovery try came
from centre Alan Thomas.

Perhaps the only blot onthe -

Llandovery copybook was
the fact that not one of the
seores was converted, ' smd,
although it had no bearing on
the final outcome of this par-
tieular game, it is something

that will have to be corrected.

The home side must have been
desperately disappoin
the way in which they fell out
of contention, and their only
other score was a penalty
goal by full back Paul Gwat-
kin.

Liandovery can now look down

on the rest of the division for
al least a fortnight, with the
cup inking over next week,
and Liptrot is naturally de-
lighted with the way his

players have responded to

the demands of league rughy.,

“I'm very fortunate to have a
bunch uﬂ.ds whu are W'lll.ing

PONTYPOOL UTD: Try-— o
Goodchild; Pen — P Gwatkin.
LLANDOVERY: Tries — H Mor-
gan 12 A Rowlands (2§, A
Thamas,

ted @t |

Lllndcnmry !l:rlunhnl.f Mamu.u Olsen is trn.cked by Narberﬂll Glyn
League game. Picture: Ralph Carpenter

Jones during Saturday’s

Heineken

Llandovery RFC Team Records CGWO07

Courtesy Carwyn and Geraint Williams

Pearce thwarts
hopes of shock

LLANDOVERY nearly
provided an upset on
Saturday when they

| came close to defeat-
| ing the third-placed

Otters at Narberth in
very wet, sticky condi-
tions.

The first half was
fairly even, with Llan-
dovery taking the lead
with a well-struck
ty from full-back H_r,rwe]
Jones for off-gside in the
line-out.

This was nullified by
a similar effort for Nar-
berth by Steve Pearce
after the backs were
adjudged off-side, quite a
common occurrence this
year.

Well into the second
half Narberth were
awarded a penalty 10
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Narberth 14 pts Llandovery 8

yards out, but instead of
going for goal Pearce
quickly took a tap-penal-
ty and his burly frame
took him over the line
for what was really a
aoft try.

Llandovery came
bouncing back and from
an Arwel RHowlands up-
and-under, star man
Marcus Olsen pounced
on the loose ball for a
try wide out on the left.
To the consternation of
the vieiting supporters
Hywel Jones' conversion
attempt from the touch-
line hit the upright oth-
erwise Llandovery would
have been in the lead at
this stage.

With the score locked

at B points all, a specu-
lative kick ahead by the
Narberth  left wing
resulted in a seemingly
very harsh J'ufaraes deci-
sion resulting in the
Llandovery defender hav-
ing a late tackle award-
ed against him and
Pearce made no mistake
with the penalty kick.

There was no luck for
Llandovery on the day
for, after a fine break
by Marcus Olsen, his
pass to Arwel Rowlands
was adjudged forward
when the latter player
was clear.

Pearce’s final penalty
then made the game
safe for Narberth.
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o LLANDOVERY

@ HERE ARE the winners in our exclusive Heineken and
Wales on Sunday Man of the Match awards. Each league
weekend we nome the top performers — and they are
hunndluhlyputllrhulnlnghl&ll’hnrdih
Month.

@ Men of the motch will receive a certificate from
thnnmmmwtﬁﬁudﬁum,whﬂe
Heineken will give prizes to the monthly winners.

Gwyn Harry ... {Glam Wands)

EmyrLewis ........cccoommmmmsmmnnns: (Llanelli)

Richard Williams........... i (Newbridge)

David EVANS.........ccocmmmismmmmmamisin: {Cardiff)
Division One

Nick Hunt 5 i e A W b

NCK PATKeS .........ooooveremeniecrisineesessssnes:(GrO88 Keys)

e —|

= Total Points
Division Two
Deri Evans (Blaina); lan
Wall (Marberth); Trevor
Worgan (Llanharan); Mike
Tobin (Bonymaen).
Highest Score
Division Three
Carwyn Williams (Llan-
dovery); Gareth Jones
(Ruthin); Mike Evans
(Tenby); Aled Owen
Tumble; Gareth Snook (St
Patar's). (Newport)
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SRy } ' P s

Liandovery RFC's Seven-a-Side team helped to celebrate  tournament.
the club’s centenary year by winning their own sevens (Photo: R. Firstbrook, Manordello
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THE LLANDOVERY CHAMPIONSHIF TEAM

Trading places: The

Captain’s
B4 plan that works

of Liandovery rughy club and  think things  look  very
the system we operate here,”  promising for the club as we
conch  ‘Walters  said.  “A  have &n excellent squad with
home-grown  prodsct, he  plenty of talented players and
captaimed the Under 16 snd we have the youngsters
played for the youth and the goming through.™
firsts before he was asked 10 Walters, In his first season
play for Llanelli. ™ s semior coach al Liandovery
Walters s particularly amd eagerly awalling the
proud that the dub & now Schweppes WRU Cup clash

_Huh_._w.._u_._n.nqsunna.o
describe Llandovery's oY NOBERT

rughy players in a LLOYD
single word, then . W00 waies
versatile is the oOne  Thar  recard  put
adjective that'll fit best. Liandovery in third spot in

K -
‘What else could you say Section B before their game
when you consider their with Carmanmben Athletic

Mo. 8 & a copverted winger this afternoon and mesns

2 and their fiy-half canslipwith  they're well om course for a = _Hu.n_a_u.jm players ai amaie i with  Abertillery _ mext
”:—““ the esse of 4 gremsed shoe- guick refurn to Section A. e Sn.n:..!.___ u«.E-_uu_._ M«EEE. Eaﬂ.?w r_p__.,m_n.q

har it the Mo, 9 jersey. The two exsmples of their j O RN, Ko M Y ST oy

Mame: David Christopher And 1he bBeauty 3& this ._.._nr.n_...___..;aﬂﬁ_ style are —..u......ru.... —ED%_-.....W =+ playerns for starting off withus - flanker ..m_mna Jenkins, Oy-
Posten: Flank el Sl -l ; g, S by Syt
o Nﬂ. nker that it iucqru. ”:@m- we've -.__._.:E._mn 19 DPgwigs, who was this particular they have some Willams _-=u captain Chris
Hi: g 3" For avilence of (et you've. 70, ST o F..E__-,.p__nz afterncon Ening up for Wales  affiniy with Swanses — but  Davée, who says 1 can't
Wi 14 s ouly got b loak  a UBKIE — pgainst tourist Western we aft mow in the posiicn wait for the Abertillery

Liandovery’s record fn the ~Who started the season at gupa,

t ch h
Mot respecied opposent: West Wales Union's Section  SSTm-hall end then moved  He's  plaged in most where we have strength in - game.

“You have o respect all : 7w 5o fy-half.” depth “Everyone plays a key
your oppanents in West B this scason - and ¥ positions behind the scrum “Ohur problem has always role, thowgh,™ Waliers
Wales raghy.” Juast two defeats, The have-ball-play-any- and has alwa impressed been that whem we ECt up s ed. *Weve got very

Chris I : “And for one of them = where-svndrome s with his ahdlity 1o kick befi- inio Section A we have not n.nn_ players in most

uwaiting the Cup clash wigh | B8 Wateh againat Abercrave  exemplhifed by Llandovery footed penslties from the  gor the strength in depth 10 positions and the stmosphere

Abertillery. — we've g0l nobody but our-  Rughy Clubs most famous 1mr_. side of the pitch sustain cur challenge, As in the club is something that's
selves 10 blame " sdmitied  som. Llanclli wing Carsym “Carwyn is a true product  ghings ciand pe the mament, T reflected om the pitch '
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& The Phil Bennett LLanelli Presidents XV who drew 26-26 at Llandovery last Thursday. For report, see
back page. (Photos: Peter Evans

® GOING PLACES: The

team which clinched promotion 1o Divislon Two of the
Heineken League

a spectacular 41-8 win over Wrexham.
picture,
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