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WELSH RUGBY—OCTOBER

FOUNDER

OF THE W.R.U. :

Up until now, Llandovery R.F.C. have not been
able to determine their official date of birth, They
are convinced that rugby in the town was played
as far back as the early 1870s, but now certain
evidence has come to light which could help the
Woest Wales club fix their date of birth.

When Wales played against England in 1882,
one of the members of that Welsh team was C. P.
Lewis of Llandowvery. It has, over the years, been
assumed that the Llandovery mentioned in the
book was actually Llandovery College. But Des
Clarke, the secratary of the Llandovery club and |
have traced the history of Charles Prytherch Lewis
and it now looks as though Llandovery Town
wera ang of the founder members of the Welsh
Rugby Union.

Charles Prytherch Lewis was born on 20th
August, 1853, being one of the "gentry”’ families
of the area. When he played for Wales he was
28 years of age and during this period he was a
master at Llandovery College, having obtained an
M.A. degree at Jesus College, Oxford.

The significant point regarding this fact
is that Charles Prytherch Lewis was too old
to be a student at Jesus College, Oxford
and that masters were not allowed to play
rugby for the school.

MEMBERS

BY MICHAEL
SAMUEL

Another point — a very important one — is the
fact that when the inaugural meeting of the Welsh
Rugby Union was held at the Castle Hotel, Neath
on 12th March, 1881, the clubs present that day
were Swansea, Lampeter, Llandeilo, Cardiff,
Mewport, Llanelli, Merthyr, LLANDOVERY,
Brecon, Pontypool and Bangor.

But to complicate matters, it appears from a
paper printed at Lianelli during this time, called the
“Lianelli and Country Guardian”, that the refurn
game between Lfiandeilo and Liandovery Town
which was playved at Liandovery on 19th February.
1885, was “the first occasion for the newly-
formed Liandovery Town club to meet a foreign
team at home".

Mow, the problem which confronts Llandovery
is what date to fix for their centenary.

FIRST RUGBY

It has been said that the first rugby ball brought
back to Llandovery was brought back by Drovers
from Blackheath. These drovers were engaged in
driving cattle from all parts of West Wales to
Londan and during the middle of the 15th century,
Llandovery was the rendezvous for the collection
of cattle from the sumounding districts as well as
from Cardiganshire and Pembrokeshire. It is quite
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possible, therefore, that the drovers did bring back
rugby footballs to stimulate interest amongst the
scattered rural population of Llandovery and

District who had kEeen addicted to playing a rough
boisterous game of the mediaeval type up to that
stage

It is known that around the late 1860s

football was frowned on by a strong

Puritan element within the town. It is a
, known fact as some of the older residents
usad to recall that the younger men of the
town who were drovers who had witnessed
rughy at Blackheath had to play late at

night on a field known as “Cae Glas ¥ Bwei"
in order not to offend the town inhabitants.
. Owver the years, wonderful tales have been
passed down from father to son about the early
exploits of the Llandovery club. One such tale is
NEWSAG ENT that a local player once droppad a goal from the
cantre of Stone Street which sailed over the clock-
tower of the local Town Hall — no mean achieve-
. ment when considering the height of the
impressive building.
It is obwvious that the early members of the club
CAR Ds lacked nothing in enthusiasm and the same
enthusiasm and determination is seen in the
for all occasions present-day officials and players.
FIXTURE PROBLEMS
During those early days. Uandovery had

CASTLE GARAGE LTD.
LLANDOVERY
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LLANDOVERY TOWN R.F.C. — SEASON 1345-50

(Back Row) T, B. Bebb, L Williams, D. G. Davies. G, Adams, J. Morgan, L. Roderick, C. Adams, G. Johnson
{Middle Row) Mr. W. Pounder, H. Clark, D. James, D. Ress (captain), L. Adams, E. Davies. (Frant Row) D, Clark,

H. James, D. R, T. Davies, B, Jonis,

CASTLE HOTEL

* % X ok %

BUFFET/DANCES - PARTIES - DINNERS - MEETINGS - Etc.

LLANDOVERY

DYFED

Res. Propa. TERRY & SUE DAVIES

A FULLY LICENSED FREE HOUSE OF 30 BEDROOMS

WITH 4 BARS — A RESTAURANT AND BALLROOM
PROVIDES LUNCHES & DINMER (Table d' Hote & a La Carti)
ALSO BAR LUNCHES AND SNACKS DAILY

OME OF THE FEW WELSH HOTELS THAT CATER FOR
TOURING RUGBY TEAMS AT A REASONABLE CHARGE

LET US QUOTE FOR:- YOUR RUGBY TOUR,

20343 Telephones 20660
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P. & E. R. THOMAS

—— FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS ——

PORTLAND HOUSE
LLANDOVERY

TEL: 20639

STOCKISTS OF
LIGHTNING and PUMA
RUGBY BOOTS

BEST WISHES FOR THE FUTURE
SUCCESS OF LLANDOVERY R.F.C.

E. ROLAND THOMAS

—— & S0N

KING’S ROAD
LLANDOVERY

Telephone: LLANDOVERY 263
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difficulty in getting fixtures, Their geographical
position with regard to other clubs was the main
reason for this. During this time, the majority of
clubs were situated on the coastal belt of
Glamorgan and because of the travelling involved,
clubs were obviously reluctant 1o grant fixtures to
them.

But despite their geographical position, Llan-
dovery did manage to play such clubs as Bridgend,
Lianelli, Swansea, Ammanford, Brecon, Lampeter,
Llandeilo, Saron and Llandybie. It was fixtures
against these local teams that normally
caused the most problems, for if a player
were to pick up a loose ball in the dying
minutes of those remarkable local derbies,
the end product was to throw an extra
burden on the already overtaxed hospital
administration.

it | >
HARRY WATKINS played seven times for Wales,
First Capped in 1904,

MOTOR CYCLES
AND MOPEDS

PUCH and YAMAHA
ALWAYS IN STOCK

EASY TERMS

. . PART EXCHANGES

CALL NOW AT LLANDOVERY'S NEWEST CYCLE SHOP:—

ERNEST PARHIT

30 HIGH STREET
LLANDOVERY
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Coming back to 1885, the Llandovery team
which played against Llanelli Tuesdays during
that year was D. |. Jones, C. P. Lewis, W. H.
Thomas, Cobner, |, Davies, W. Roderick, D. L.
Davies (captain), D. Price, D. Jones, Lloyd,
Barratt, T. Landor, Sinnett and Jenkins.

At the beginning of the 1885-86 season, the
club held its annual meeting at the King's Head on
17th September, 1885 and officials elected for
that season were Presidemt—Mr. C. P. Lewis;

LLANDOVERY TOWN

R.F.C. — SEASON 1952-53

Captain—Mr. D. |. M. Jones; Treasurar—Mr. D. R.
Jones; Secretary—NMr. Dan Davies; Committee—
Sinnett, Barratt, C. Oxenham, Watkins and |. P
Oxenham.

The standard of rughy played during this time
by Lisndovery must have been remarkably good,
for according to the Welsh Rugby Union Hand-
book, E. |. Lewis and T. A. Rees, both of Llan-
dovery. played for Wales in their first ever rugby
international which was played at Blackheath

{Back Row) L. Adams, J. Williams, L, Roderick, B. Williams, O, G. Davies, J. Jones, C. Hughes, J. Devies. (Middle
Row) Des Clark, J. Morgan, Eric Davies (captain), G. Adams, L. Williams, (From fow) K. Evans, D. Rees, V. Jones,
D. Evans,

(LICENSED)

® FULL A LA CARTE MENU
® FREE HOUSE

® LARGE REGENCY BALLROOM
(140 Seated)

WEDDING RECEPTIONS
FUNCTIONS — CONFERENCES
PRIVATE PARTIES

LLANFAIR GRANGE HOTEL

LLANDOVERY

s OPEN TO MNON-RESIDENTS FOR:-

NOW is the time for CHRISTMAS PARTY Reservations

Tel. 20495

® MORNING COFFEE
® MID-DAY LUNCHES
® AFTERNOOM TEAS
® DINNER

® BAR SNACKS

Restaurant Open 7 p.m.—10 p.m.
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with England winning by 8 goals and 5 tries to nif.
The following year C. P. Lewis. who has been

mentioned before, was capped against England in
1883, England and Scotfand in 1883 and 1884
, Llandovery are also proud of the achisvements

of Harry Watkins and Guy Morgan who between
them won 14 caps from the Llanelli and Cam-

- 2 .
bridge University clubs after learning the rudi-
ments of the game with the Town XV,
Harry Watking emigrated to British Columbia
where he was instrumental with others in estab-

lishing the game. Guy Morgan, a nephew of the
legendary Teddy Morgan who scored that

-
disputed of all tries against New Zealand in 1905,
was the son of a local practitioner Dr. H. Morgan
who rendered unstinting service to the cause of

the game in Llandovery.

AUCTIONEERS, SURVEYORS, The rugby club of Llandovery has also been
connected with another outstanding footballer

VALUERS & ESTATE AGENTS who won fame over the border via Gloucester and
England. He was, of course, the late D, R, Gent

* who appeared for Llandovery as a full back. He

played several games for Llanelli before moving to

RLEENACH OF Gloucester and only the ascendancy of Welsh

LIVE AND DEAD wizard Dicky Owen stopped him appearing in a
FARMING STOCK Welsh jersey. Vivian Jenkins, a former Liandovery
Collegian who appeared for Wales during the

* thirties, succeeded D. R. Gent as the Sundsy

I .
MEMBERS OF THE Times rugby comresponden

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF

AGRICULTURAL VALUERS TIPPER lIIIIIIIES
i FOR HIRE

SALES BY AUCTION & PRIVATE TREATY
OF AGRICULTURAL | PROPERTIES

AND PRIVATE RESIDENCES
¥
FORTMIGHTLY MART SALES OF FAT AND @ .
STORE CATTLE AT LLANGADOG MART

{alternate Tuesdays) MOTOR ENGIMNEER

WEEKLY MART SALES OF

FAT AND STORE STOCK AT
NEW ROAD GARAGE
*
Dffices: I.I.A“"“"EHY

9 High St. 20 Lion St. Telephone: 20432
Liandovery  Brecon CARS FOR HIRE

Telephone 20440 Telephone 2488 Oxy-Acetylene Welding
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SIX FOR LLAMNELLI

It is worth mentioning the fact that when
Liandovery Town played rugby, they made every
endeavour to play an open game. During the early
1900s and even up to the outbreak of the First
World War, Llandovery continued to produce
some impressive performances and in 1904 six
club members played for Llanelli in Mac Micholls,
Jack Cole, J. C. Jones, D. J. Davies {a cousin of
D. R. Gent), Hamy Watkins and Edgar Evans who
also appeared for Wales on the hockey fie'd. After
returning from Llanelli, Edgar continued playing
for Llandovery before calling it a day in the 1931
S50,

There were other players who also rendered
yeoman service until the outbreak of that War,
players such as George Jeffreys, Will Richards,
Tom Lewis, Will Willlams, George Davies, Llew
Williams and Raymond Jones.

From 1914 to 1919 no rugby was played in the
town. But in 1920 rughy was restarted with such

LLANDOVERY SEVEN-A-SIDE 1368

Back row: R, Griffiths (Coach), C, Evans, D. Walters,
R, Jones, E. Prossar (Trainar). Frontrow:.J. Partridge,
A. Lloyd (Captain), M. Davies, Jeff Paridge.

R. MORGAN

(R, L. & P. A. HANCOCK)

Crown wallpapers - Crown and Sandiex
Valspar Paints Fablon Dadolin
and Decorators” Tools

‘Welsh Books, Toye and Fancy Goods
W ghve Green Shield Stamps

38 HIGH STREET LLANDOVERY

Telephona: Llandovery 20534 EST, 1923

FOR THE BEST IN THE WEST . ..

Smith’s

WHOLESALE
AND
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Suppliers of CONTINENTAL and
EXOTIC Produce
UL
** We Cater for the Caterer™
FOR PROMPT AND PERSOMAL SERVICE

e LLANDOVERY 20260

R. G. DANIEL
& PARTNERS

AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS
& ESTATE AGENTS

16 BRIDGE STREET, LAMPETER
Telephone: 422550

Algo at—

29 KING ST., CARMARTHEMN
Telephone: 5196

LLANMDOVERY Telephone: 20203

Conduet:
FATSTOCK MAREKETS w1 LAMPETER MART
wwery other Mosday
DAIRY COWS and CALVES, LITTER PIGS
every other Tuesdig
ANTIQUE SALES every Fourth Thursdey &
the VICTORIA HALL LAMPETER

LLANDOVERY MARTS
CALVES and FAT LAMBS avary other Tussday
STORE and BARREN COWS
First and Thard Friday ol #wery manth
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Smallholdings, Residential Proparty, Cotisges,
Busi and L d Premi
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B. I. and N. JONES

&}F A HIGH-CLASS
W :ﬁp\s GROCERS
WO BAKERS
= : and
CONFECTIONERS

5 KING'S ROAD, LLANDOVYERY
Telephone: 20437

E. WILLIANS

TYRE AND
BATTERY
SERVICE

WHITE LION YARD
LLANDOVERY

Telephone: LLAMDOVERY 20787

players as Ben and Jack Jackson, Edgar Evans,
D. J. Davies and Tom Lewis returning from the
battlefields of France.

The 19208 were hard times with the
General Strike of 1926 making it difficult
for players to find work. But Llandovery
survived and players such as Dan Preston,
M. Priscoll, Bertie Jones, Mozart Thomas,
W. Basey, Bill Clements, A. Glyn Jones, Bill
Rees, A. P. N. Roberts, Tudor Evans, Ted
Thomas, Gomer Davies and Will Buckland
saw that the rugby banner was kept flying.
During this era, a successful Thursday XV
was launched following an appeal by
apprentices in the Hostelry and other
trades in the town.

Twao leading players during this period were the
enthusiastic secretary Mr. A, Glyn Jones and D. T.
Davies who |ater played a major role in Llan-
dovery’s re-admittance as Welsh Rugby Union
membears.

There were other worthy officials at this time as
well with such persons as W. T. Ellis, Adual
Rhamatullah, Tom Cridland, J. D. Lewis, Dudley
James, T. R. Bebb, Gerald Clarke and Des Clarke
who is the present club secretary. D. T. Davies
was another stalwart during this time.

After World War I, Llandovery continued to
enjoy good football but they found it increasingly

EAT WELL and enjoy yourself at

JEFF’S

CENTRAL FISH AND CHIP RESTAURANT

{Proprietor
JEFF MORGAN)

TEAS — COFFEE — ICED MINERALS
CIGARETTES —  CONFECTIONERY

WATER STREET, LLANDOVERY

Open 6 p.m. till Midnight (Opp. Town Clock)

WHY BE ROBBED

PROTECT YOUR INTERESTS BY CONSULTING

PROPERTY PROTECTION (WALES)LTD

33 SPILMAN STREET - CA

FOR FREE SURVEY WITH NO OBLIGATION

?

RMARTHEN * Tel: 6875
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difficult to maintain a fully active fixture list.
However, under the captaincy of Douglas Rees,
they became established as a considerable force
in Carmarthenshire footballing circles with mem-
bership hitting an all-time peak thanks to the
sterling efforts of T. R. Bebb, Granville Evans,
Idris Perrier, E. Prosser and Fred Manning.

Doug Rees, who served the club in a number of
official capacities, skippered the First XV on three
separate occasions during the immediate post-
war period, On demobilisation from the Armed
Forces in 1946 he enjoyed a successful season
with Llandybie in which ha played with Llandybie
in the semi-final of the now defunct Colville
Seven-a-side competition at Stradey Park. Their

Ol

- AT g .::d-

T\ L

path to the final was blocked by a "Kiwi" side
containing none other than Charlie Sexton and
D. Allen, two Kiwis that we know all about. Doug's
brother Leslie appeared for Bridgend during the
thirties when the Mid-Glamorgan club performed
ane of the rare doubles over Cardiff, An opportun-
ist try-grabbing scrum half, Leslie would have
been in contention for 8 Welsh cap had not the
War intervened.

VITAL DECISION

Although the club was in a healthy state during
the early fifties, 8 momentous decision was taken
by the Llandovery committee for they decided to
enter the Lisnelli and District Rugby Union
League, This was the first time for the club to be

1
%

LLANDOVERY TOWN R.F.C. — SEASOMN 1955-56

(Back Row) C. Reas, A, Williams, J. Blanchford, G. Adams, R. Fellowes, G, Davies, W, Griffiths, N. Margan, J. Morgan,
D. Clark. (Front Row) K. Mullinger, B. Thomas, B. Jones, W. Williams, |. Davies, L. Adams, C. Hughes.

Des Clarke

A.M.IP.

REGISTERED PLUMBER and
HEATING ENGINEER

6 BROAD STREET

LLANDOVERY
Telephone: 20478

ES50 CHARTERED INSTALLER and
N.C.B. REGISTERED HEATING CONTRACTOR;
WALES GAS BOARD INSTALLER;
“"CORGI™ REGISTERED GAS INSTALLER

instaLLaTions ey OIL — GAS
ano SOLID FUEL

PERSONALLY DESIGNED TO
CUSTOMER'S REQUIREMENTS

Specialising in
MINI-BORE and DON BEURNER
CONVERSIONS for AGA,

RAYBURN and PARKRAY Appliances
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LLANDOVERY, DYFED

Telephone: LLandovery 20274
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invalved in competitive rughy. Understandably,
after years of non-competitive rughy, it was nol a
decision which was easily reached but it was fait
that in their own interests that such a step was
unavoidabie, They mat with instant success and
it proved to be 8 move that they were never fo
regrat.,

It was in 1953 in their first season of com-
petitive rugby and under the captaincy of Des
Clarke, that Llandovery first won a major honour.
They won the Llanelli and District’s President’s
Cup, failing narowly to collect the double after
reaching the championship play-offs

During that season, Llandovery won 23 games,
drew 5 and lost 5, scoring a total of 321 points and
conceding only 91, The team was an outstanding
combination and contained such players as Des
Clarke (captain), John Davies, Les Adams, Ken
Evans, John Williams, Jeff Morgan, Calin
Doonan, Eric Penlanm, Dennis Evans, Len John,
Doug Rees, Bernard Jones, Chris Hughes, George
Adams, Alan Blatchford, Tony Morgan and D. G.
Davies.

W.R.U. STATUS

It was four years later in 1957 that Llandovery
were successful in re-obtaining Welsh Rugby
Union status through untifing efforts of Dr. J. Enc
Price, Alderman D. T. Dawvies, Councillor C. R
Rees, Gareth Jones, A Glyn Jones and Gerald
Clarke.

A celebration dinner was held at the
Castle Hotel in Llandovery to mark that
memorable occasion which was attended
by the President of the Welsh Rugby Union,
Mr. Enoch H. Rees and other notable
dignitaries.

Llandovery have, over the years, found other
waorthy players who have represented the town on
the first class fields of rugby clubs in Wales, One
such player, Bernard Jones, who was the Llan-
dovery rugby captain in 1957, will probably never
farget his first class baptism whean he appeared for
Llanelli at Morthampton. Opposing him on that
occasion was none other than Dicky Jeeps, who
played so well for England in the many inter-
nationals which he played for them.

0Of course, there have been others who have
had similar experiences. & number of players have
developed considerable skill from playing with
Llandovery, players such as Glyn Richards, David
Jones, Gareth Jones, Jim Sutton (who appeared
with Lancashire County in the final of the Counties
championship), Jock Brotherston, Menvyn Bewvan,
John Jenkins, Bryn Davies, John Davies {who
also skippered Muneaton), Alwyn Davies and
John Davies (who was a Welsh final trialist and a
member of the 1950 Invincible Maesteg XV).
Adrian Lloyd was another talented player whao
appeared for Llanelli.
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W.W.R.U. STATUS

In 1959, Lisndovery were successful in obtain-
ing membership of the West Wales Rughy Union.
Unfortunately, honours have evaded them until
now, but despite this disappointing performance,
Liandovery are capable of winning some of the
Union's major honours.

The following year, three former club products,
David Jones, Ron Fellows and Erc Williams,
accomplished something of a record for they
skipperad Ammanford, Gowerton and Llandybia
respectively.

As mentioned previously, since Llandovery
joined the West Wales Rugby Union, success has

LLANDOVERY TOWN R.F.C. — SEASON 1963-64
(Back Row) Eric Davies, late D. T. Davies, Cyril Rees, Mr, Perrier. (Third Row) A Williams, G. Adams, D. Preece,
{Second Row) J. Partridge. N. Morgan, A. Fellowes, Jeff Jones, K, Lewis, J. Williams, C. Hughes, Carwyn James,
(Fromt Row) J, Davies, D. Rees, B. Jones, L Adams, P, Jackson,

D.

Reconstruction of Concert Room and
Lounge at the new Llandovery
R.F.C. Clubhouse was carried out by

SCOTT JONES

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

TELEPHONE 20785

63 MAESGLAS
LLANDOVERY
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RENOVATIONS FOR THE NEW CELLAR
WINE STORES AND CONVIENEINCES

Were carried out by

HAYDN HUDSON

MOUNT PLEASANT
ASHFIELD ROW

LLANGADOG

A

rgan, M. Page.
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). Roy Jones, Viv Jones, Dai Thomas, H. Page.

A
"
P AN

',
)

BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENT
WORKS CONTRACTOR

NHEC APPROVED
TEL.: LLANGADOG 538
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WISHING THE CLUB EVERY SUCCESS |

G B s AGRICULTURAL
SERVICES LTD.
LLANDEILO T 2

LLANDOVERY 7o 2052
CARMARTHEN T 6336

YOUR @@ZZZP TRACTOR

MAIN DEALER

Full range of FORD TRACTORS

together with all the best makes

in AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY
also Spares and Service

LLANDOVERY TOWN 2Znd XV — SEASON 1975-76

{Back Row) N. Morgan, D. Jones, Steve Lewis. Huw Jones, Adrian Thomas, Gareth Margan, Richard Lilley, Huw Davias, Derek Jones, E. Mo

(Frant Row) |. Jackson, Dai Williams. Martin Phillios. Wyn Williams, Towyn Morgan, Arthur Davies {capt.
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gluded them. In fact, it was in 1968-69 that they
enjoyed one of their most successful ever seasons
in the competition, for that season out of 18
championship games played they won 11 games,
drew 1 and lost B, scorng 126 points and conced-
ing 109. They ended up in ninth place in the final
championship table. This was a remarkable per-
formance for Llandovery, for the saason before
they had ended up in 28th place having played 17
championship games, won only 4 of them, drew
none and lost the other 13, scoring just 51 points.

In the 11 championship wins which they
obtained in 1968-69, they started off badly for
they lost their two opening games against
Penclawdd by 18 points to nil and Trebanos by
22 points to 3, but victories were recorded against
Llandybie, Abercrave, Burry Port, Crynant and
Gowerton with doubles being recorded against
Abercrave, Llandybie, Burry Port and Crynant

But the following season proved to be an anti-
climax, for Llandovery only won 5§ out of the 18
championship games which they played. They
managed to score just 72 points that season and
ended in 26th place.

The following season wasn’t much better, for
they only won four games against Carmarthen,
Cefneithin, Cwmavon and Glais, out of the 15
which they played, That season they ended up in
24th place.

Season 1971-72 was something of a disaster
as well, for they only managed three wins from 18
games played and they were against Ammanford,
Loughor and Bynea. Their final league position
was 38th, only three places from the bottom
which was occupied that season by Pontardawe
who ended with 18 successive defeats and no
points.

IMPROVEMENT

Season 1972-73 showed an improvement, for
they ended in 22th place, but in 1973-74 they
produced another disappointing season, for they
ended in 36th place.

Last season was the season that the West
Wales Rugby Union introduced promotion and
relegation for the first time. Llandovery started in
Section C together with Llandybie, Cwmillynfell,
Mew - Dock Stars, Penclawdd, Seven Sisters,
Cefneithin, Ammanford, Pontardawe and Swans 2a
Uplands. The end product was that Llandovery
ended up in eighth place in the table and with
Swansea Uplands, Pontardawe and Ammanford,
lost Section C status and this season they play in
Section D with such teams as Glais, Ammanford,
Liangennech, Pontardawe, Pontyberem, Swansea
Uplands, Cwmavon, Trebanos and Cwmgors.

During the last few seasons, Llandovery hawve
also bheen involved in the Welsh Cup competition
but, alas, no success has materiglised in this
competition either. In 1972-73 they lost in the
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first preliminary round to Pontyberem when they
were defeated by 12 points to 10 at Pontyberem.
They did slightly better in 1873-74, for they
defeated Dunvant in the first preliminary round by
13 points to 9 before losing by a try to nil at
Liangennech in the second preliminary round, But
last season they failed even to reach the second
round, for they were defeated 16 points to 6 at
home by Amman United.

Their opponents in the Welsh Cup competition
this season will be the winners of the Gorseinon
versus Llangennech game.

SECOND TEAM

Llandovery’s success in the Llanelli and
District has been wvery limited, for since 19563
nothing has been won. Season 1971-72 was a
particularly poor one for them, for of the 12
champienship games played by the second team
that season, eleven games resulted in defeat and
ane was drawn at home against Trimsaran.

The following season was even worse, for all
ten championship games played resulted in
defeat. Even their Cup dreams came to an end
when they faced Trimsaran at home, for they wera
defeated by 49 paints to 4.

But 1973-74 was a better season for Lian-
dovery, for they managed to win one champion-
ship game out of the 12 which they played. Their
victary was recorded over Pontyberem who
subseguently withdrew from the Llanelli and
District League.

This must have been the turning point as far as
Liandovery were concerned, for last season they
recorded six victories from the 11 games which
they played and they scored 87 points and con-
ceded B87. This season they are in Group B with
games against Carmarthen, Amman Quins, Pont-
yates, Panybane, Trimsaran and Tycroes to play.

Llandovery's third team is the Under-15s
which is run by Bernard Jones. Just three of the
up-and-coming stars are Geraint Williams, Haydn
Adams and Alan Morgan. Two former products
of the Under-15 side, Tony Williams and Huw
Davies, have joined Ammanford Youth and
Liandovery are hoping that they will be back with
them this season. Huw has just joined the Dyfed
Police Force.

Mention must be made of Llandovery’'s
second team performance against Tumble
last season, for they became the first team
to defeat Tumble for three seasons on their
own ground and the referee for that game
was Alan John, brother of Barry John.
Alan is the Tumble captain this season.

A number of players have given outstanding
sarvice to Llandovery's second team, players such
as Arthur Davies, Towyn Morgan, Tom Jones
{who is now 41 years old), Roy Jones, Alun
Morgan and Gwyn Thomas.
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Tom Jones has something of a unigue record
in rughy, for he travels from his home in Part
Tathot to play for Liandovery every week and
whan they play at home, it means a return trip of
same 80 miles.

There are some promising players in the seconds
as well, players such as David Adams. Neville
Hughes, Alan Morgan and Alan Walters. Gareth
Williams is another one but he did make a few
first team appearances last season.

In the first team Huw Lewis is this season's
captain. His vice-captain is Alan Walters, David
Williams emerged as Llandovery's leading points
scorer last season with 126 points, whilst the farm
of Jeff Avgustus who led Llandovery last season,
Rusty Jones, Robert Holloway, Noel Page, Huw
Ingram, Steve Lewis, Huw Lewis, Malcolm

LLANDOVERY TOWN R.F.C.

“Mighty’ Page and Dilwyn Augustus will decide
Llandovery’s future this season,

Viv Jones, who only played seven games last
season, is another outstanding prospect and the
club are hoping that centre Amot Hughes will
supply some sparkle in mid-field.

SOME SUCCESS

But success hasn't completely passed Llan-
dovery by, for they have won one trophy in the
last few years and that was in 1970 when they
became recipients of the local Cromwell Evans
Cup which is played for between clubs in the
Amman Valley. That year they beat Brynamman
by 9 points to 6 to win their first ever major trophy.
CLUBHOUSE

One aspect of the Llandovery Rugby Club
which has not been mentioned up until now is

SEASON 1966-67

(8ack Row) A, Williams, A. Morgan. R. Jones, J. Rees, K. Bowyer, G. Jones. {Midole Row) G. Jones, G. Evans,
G. Jones (captain), A. Walters, R. Jones. (From Aow) | Morton, G. Davies, R. Jones, K. Richards.

AA,L listed RAC, listed

Broadway Hotel
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about Llandovery’s clubhouse. It wasn't until 1974
that, after years of searching, Llandovery were in
a position to obtain their very own clubhouse.

For 20-odd years they had been looking for a
place to build; they wanted to build on their field
but it wasn't possible. In 1974 a public house by
the name of the Great North Western Hotel
became available and Llandovery leased it from
a local brewery. Felinfoel Brewery kindly leased
the hotel to the Llandovery club and this is where
Llandovery's new clubhouse is

Like most other clubs. Lfandovery have been
running a tote system and the man behind this
venture is Nevifle Morgan who has masterminded

Bast Wishes to LLANDOVERY RUGBY CLUB

E.J. ADAMS

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

COLLEGE VIEW Tel.
LLANDOVERY 20257

ENQUIRIES INVfTED—ES:I'IM-J;.TES FREE

J. & W. T. LEWIS
(BUILDERS) LTD.
BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS
"ARDWYN', LLANGADOG ROAD

LLANDOVERY

Telephone: 473

Workshop and Yard——nox—
GARDEN LANE, LLANDOVERY

the whole operation for many years. Thizs has
brought in valuable finance to the Liandovery club,
for one of their main expenses is on travelling to
pay in West Wales.

At the moment there is some fund-raising in
progress, for Llandovery are contemplating on
making a tour to Germany next season. Vanous
activities are being used to accumulate money for
this tour such as dances, bed-pushing and raffles.

But Llandovery are a club with big ideas. Their
main concern is to have the best playing record in
West Wales. They hope to expand the social
activities of the club and, more important, they
would like to own their own ground.

They are developing a Youth XV as well as their
other three teams and to do this. and do so
successfully, a club must have capable officials at
the helm and Llandovery have them in such
persons as Des Clarke, a secretary who has
devoted his life to Llandovery R.F.C. Then there is
President Dr. T, J. Williams, Chairman D. J. Rees,
Vice-chairman D. G. Davies, Treasurer Joe
Richards, Assistant Treasurer Ormond Davies and
Assistant Secretary Ivor Jackson. Fixture Secretary
is ldris Morton who with his wife are “mine hosts”
at their new clubhouse. Coach is Haydn Hudson
and he has worked hard in improving Llandovery’s
playing record.

The ladies must not be left out of a feature like
this. Mrs. M. Davies and Mrs. M. Williams are
joint secretaries of the ladies committee under the
chairmanship of Mr. B. Rees. They prepare food
after every home game,

And as | end this short story on Llandovery,
mention should be made of Dr. Huw Davies, the
son of D. T, Davies who has donated a Cup "to the
person who has contributed the most to rugby in
Llandovery™. The first winner was Des Clarke whao
has alsoc had the distinction of being made a life
member of the club.

Now, Liandovery’s biggest problem is to decide
what year to take as their centenary season. |
trust [ have helped them a little in finding their
date of birth.

AGRICULTURAL
CO-OPERATIVE
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