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Now it’s Llanelli |
for the cup heroes

Alter their rousing victory over Pontypridd in the second round of the Schweppes Cup
on Saturday, gallant Llandovery have been rewarded with a third-round home tie against™
Llanelli on January 26.

In their 100-odd years as founder members of the Welsh Rugby Union, Llandovery can never have ex-
perienced such glory. They not only beat Pontypridd 21-6, they outplayed them in all departments.

Qatside-half Carwyn Williamg
kicked four penally goals, one
drop-goal and he converted the
game’s only try by flanker Elfyn
Jenkins

Carwyn’s brother, skipper Ger-
aint Williams, and his co-centre
Alun ‘Thomas, were not afraid
to run amd it was from a burst
by left-wing Carwyn Davies that
| the attacking position wag gained
! from which Jenkins scored his
E try.
| Llandovery were unlucky to
| lose tacir pack leader, Wyn Wil-
fiams, who hurt his ankle and
eventually had to limp off. But
| this setback secemed to inspire
! the West Wales side and their
confidence grew.

Nigel Clarke proveq a worth
while replacement and with the
front-row of Gareth Williams,

Wyn Morgan and Dai Thomas SESERNE b _ 5 v
| holding firm in the scrums, - G : . . L L
| Pontypridd were doomed. Pontypridd just five feet from the (Llandovery line but the Llandovery pack keep them at bay.

Rarin’ to go...West Wales club side Llandovery who take on Llanelli in the Schweppes Cup on Saturday and are hoping
for another giant-killing act. In the last roung they toppled Pontypridd.
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Llandovery have no illusions
about their task against
Llanelli in the third round of
the Schweppes Cup despite
their trouncing of Pontypridd
on Saturday.

“It’s a good attractive fixture for

Kicks at goal but went on to
four penalties; a drop goal an
conversion for a personal tally of

Ace line-out man Wyn Wil-

Sl : 17 points, 3 / i i d placeikiok
us but Llanell e obvi g p ] | liams an ce kicking hero
ek s hcr‘p\::x‘?p(;;it‘iclb:us:im; Llandovery will be looking AL | Carwyn Williams, both out-
Panlypri(kf!hesc da as they Williams for inspiration again on :

| standing in the victory over
i - | Pontypnidd, are included as is
e flying winger Carwyn Dayies.

proved last Saturd ecret-

Satu when they face tope
h in-S

ary Mr.
incy Centre Geraint Williams
oy Ry again captains the team.

ang ver SOl : ; There |sha;|1fenf|t:eroed ‘{:hlnge]
\ onethe Castle e Y at scrum half where Randall
c » . e g meil ARG o8 | Jones is injured. Handel-
WM'MI of beans e s somct I (3 : Davies comes into the side in
after rday’s stirring win and o odon aaer o big game-like last : ; | his place.

will be ready to give them a run for ;

their money: “Having :acux':.'n ll:gn- Ez:‘uzd:‘yél ‘!href‘;'cagc;:_”ju& gt
idd so convincingly the boys . p >

will be less overa) cg )‘han usual glgi:’ymg Maesteg a COUpIENIg
fora Eame like this,” Mr. Griffiths "S5\ that was afterathard strug-
gle to contain thém. On Saturday
we played our own game and won
convincingly so perhaps we won't
suffer suth bad after effects,” said:
Mr. Griffiths hopefully. -
Llandovery will pro{mhly have
to reproduce their giant K
form if they are to become the fi

~ § A lot will depend on his

ability to strike a happy under-

- |standing with Carwyn Wil--

: & lliams at fly-half.

Vi IR i+ | The side is: Alun Morgan,
o .y Carwyn Davies, Geraint Wil-
h k’ liams (c). Aéun Thowi;'s;nig

ST B rian Jones, Carwyn Williams,

7 '+ 1Handel Daviesr.wyGarcth Wil-

Victory had not surprised Mr,
“Griffiths last Saturday, but the
scale of their win was a shock.
~ “We never dreamt we were
going to win like that. The first

ve Or ten minutes were even but
once we got control the result was

© |liams, Wyn Morgan, David
| Thomas, Noel Page, Wyn Wil-
¥ liams, Elfyn Jenkins, D
| Wigley and Eddie Morris.

Jever in doubt — almost the entire oo b3 S0 b WhO oS Y : ’ ¢ replacements are: Colin |
o 2 & -langennech who last y " B 7l |
;’?&Tr%:!uli;: % plgyc$l mG‘h(c Saturday scored 11 tries in a 50 7 SN B, Eilow Ev_ans.Gngte}} |
ypr Wesaid Mr. Grif- ooinig 1o nine defeat of Penc- ' Sy I Clarke, Chris Davies, Gareth |
. i Eowdd. E 3 | Williams and Dewi Evans. |

SUCCESS

Saturday's suceess was the re-
ward for a magnificent team per-
formance, though Mr. Griftiths
singled out Wyn Williams

'Ray

A '

By Richard Williams i — \%

a thaw has had an interesting side-effect in Liandovery — the town has

e .

big game |

By MALCOLM LEWIS
LLANELLI CENTRE Ray Gravell expects to be

out for a month or more with a broken bone 3 =, ; 2
his left wrist, and he is unlikely to play a %‘ they’re given as little room would be a big cos litan _teams.
South Wales Police in the next round of gl , -0t w =

 possible to move then
West ng know what might
R
the ~ The uArcuc; ve:&}wx
issue meant Llandovery !
d at Castle Ficlds a gsm‘::at

cach a1 the COME

seats just to Morris is a Lampeter b

I costs of erecting it David Thomas is.
‘the match — but we're who used to pl




Llandovery outclassed by
wonderful Llanelli
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Llandovery 4 pts., Lianelli 42

Llandovery’s six-week dream of giant-killing
was reduced to painful reality at Castle Fields on
Saturday when the mighty Scarlets crushed them

mercilessly,

_ Llandovery struggled va-
liantly, but a mounting tide of
pressure exerted by a side
which included five Welsh
caps swamped them.

n fact, the final result was
in no real doubt from the sixth
minute of the game when Sos-
pan centre Ray Gravell
opened up a huge midfield gap
to sweep through with the first
of nine Llanelli tries.

Llandovery had to be con-
tent with memories of the
glory which earned them this
exotic draw, when they knock-
ed Pontypridd out of the
second round of the Schwep-
pes %up early last month.

o i

e

andovery’s Carwyn Davies dash
: ly 5,000 spectators at Castle Fields.

Certainly, glory was in short
supply for Llandovery on
Saturday — except at the box
office. It was a pay day the
club will long remember, with
an estimated 5,000 people
Eg::(ling the ground at 1.58 a

Apart from one brilliant try
in the 35th minute of the game
when winger Carwyn Davies
scored from a move set up by
David Wigley and hooker
Wyn Morgan, the home fans
had precious little to get ex-
cited about.

. The game was played almost
s%wﬁel on Llandovery's
of pitch with the

Rt

S

talented Scarlets skilfully.
smothering any enterprising
moves which could have pro-
duced results. .
In particular, Llandovery’s
efforts were curbed by the
superior height and line-out
technique of their famed

opponents.
s ALL

None of the Llandovery for-
wards was tall enough to
match Llanelli’s big four of
Phil May, Russell Cornelius,
Alun Davies and Mark Lynch.

Ray Gravell’s early try, con-
verted by Gary Pearce, was’
followed in the first half by
tries from Phil Lewis and;|
Laurence Delanex. E

FLOODGATES |

A try from Teuan Evans®
inside two minutes opened the’|
floodgates in the second half,;

with Alun Davies, Jo |
Griffiths, Phil Lewiss” Marks
. Lynch successfully opening Up&

leaks in the Llandovery de-’_j
| fence. ; |
The scoreline was com--
pleted in the final seconds of |

es over in the corner to the obvious delight of

(Photo: Alan Richards, Gorseinon
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LLANDOVERY DREAMS of cup g
to herald the opening of the | ;
500th anni "% %

E: the game by skipper Phil May | |
i andg conversions by Ga

| Pearce (his second) and ful
!};}back Martin Gravelle.s

By MALCOLM LEWIS
Llandovery 4pts, Lianelli 42 P
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nce Delany crosses in the comner for (Llanelli's third try against Llandovery in their third :
d Schweppes Cup match on Saturday. Oum the day Llandovery began celebrating their 500th
ersary as a b gh, the out: way dis zpp for Llanelli romped home 424,

y of the game . . . Llandovery wing Curwyn Davies raises the biggest cheer e hegets W
¢'s only points with thig (ry. -
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e mdne” 0
‘Ray Gravell has wrong footed
Elfyn Jenkins and is on his way =4
to Llanelli’s first try.- s+ @&
(Photo: Alan Richards, S
.v.arm on e

_ " S
“Blanclli centre Ray Grﬁ
P_O'ﬂts to a broken bone

his left wrist which could put
him out of action for a month
or more. He went off with the

injury in the 30th minute ag"
ainst Llandovery.
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Schweppes Cup fighters Sﬂ!turda'y’s e voun m‘g:sCup! in

Llandovery had their expected
win over Swansea Uplands,
scoring five tries in the process.
They fell to David Wigley,
Carwyn Davies, Alan Thomas,
Nigel Clarke and Carwyn Wil-
liams who also kicked three
conversions and a penalty.
Penygroes surrendered their
ground record to Section D
. Cwmavon, victors over Llan-
_deilo in the previous round.

|

' CUP THRILLS

Tumble 7pts., Llandovery 7

THIS Tovali Cup second round game lived
|| up to its billing as the match of the day with a
 thrilling encounter both sides could have won.
i A promisig Llandovery back move in injury

time, with the scores tied at seven-all, ended
with Alun Thomas dropping what would have
been a scoring pass. And then a long distance
penalty attempt by Carwyn Williams fell
short.

Earlier Tumble’s Wynford Lewis had mis-
sed two kicks at goals and drop-goal attempts
2 by various Tumble backs had gone astray.

.%%vcry enjoyed the benefit of a strong
breez the first half but found Tumble’s
su%‘rb‘ly drilled pack difficult to handle.

eir mauling in particular had Llandovery
worried though the Towy Valley team won
enough line-out ball to release their promising

ba
WASTED
The ball, untypically, was lar ely wasted
ﬂiel‘{qﬂdovery v:]erg rocked w%]en winger
.M /1lliams crashed over fi 5
gIVe“Tumble the lead. el

. 'Blandovery struck back at a psychologically

clalimoment — winger Eirian Jones cros-

zgzlllilnt Second minute of injury time after
g in with full b

o 7 back Aélan

Liandovery played better in the second half |
: ) If |
with Carwyn Williams nosing them ahead wiz:h ‘
a penalty after a high tackle. Wynford Lewis |

eqix‘lalis;d fol: Tumble.

YO date has yet been set for th

which will take” place at Llandove?'yreg!l?e
eventual winners are away to Waunarl i

the third round. Full draw on pa&m

|

| AT TUMBLE

Action

Courtesy Wyn Williams

match of the round. Llandov-
ery, victors over Pontypridd in
the Schweppes Cup and in the
hunt for ion B honours,
are itching to topple Tumble.
It’s a result whic

But the draw has been kin-
der to holders Seven Sisters
who are home to out-of-form
Pontardawe and to Llangen-
nech, who get their second
home draw.

Llangennech, the most
attractive side in the union,
beat Carmarthen Druids in the
first round and get a chance to
do the double on Saturday
when they meet Carmarthen
At%lhetic. i

e centenary celebrating
side are hoping to make 1985 a
year to remember by winning |
their first ever major trophﬁ-:- and dreamin
the cup must be high on their d
list of priorities.

Seven Sisters have held the

Vardre from the competition.

comes in

a

for the past two seasons
and their form in knock-out
titions this season sug-
! they'll be difficult to
. Pontardawe, who have
been a big disappointment this
year, feared this draw above
all others. and will not ‘be
fancied to cause an t.
The clash between ble
landovery has to be the

o

Wynford Lewis. On pa
looks an even ma

roun

It is no secret that
fancy their chances &
Cwmavon, whom they trail i
ion D. The Blues hav

from the Tovali Ci
maul

up as Liandovery prop forward Gareth \!&m; feed

TRY! Tumble right w
try.
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would sub-
stantiate their claim for Sec-
tion A standing — they have
already despatched Section A

And it's worth remembering
what the superstitious among
us never forget — when it
comes to magpies good news

pairs!

Tumble, leading Section A
eir _own
; ble
pack and a matchwinner in
_scrum half Arwel Davies as |
well as a clinical kicker i_l:
i

nd
should produce the most com- | #88
pelling entertainment ‘of the

already beaten meaon
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ofse ncni;a" 3 place in the third’
a thi
‘round. Old campaigner Sel
wyn Williams and a super-fit
pack will be in Loughor’

favour.
R -~

&




*@V Llandovery RFC Team Records 1985-86 wwo2

Courtesy Wyn Williams

ANDOVERY-PAIR PICKED,,

,,

[

f' Two Llandovery County High School boys were selected for the Welsh Secondary Schools |
{under 15 group) squad of 40 players from whom the team to represent Wales will be selected. |
Both boys attended squad sessions at Porthcawl where they were coached by Welsh Senior |
‘nternational players. Our photograph shows Arwel Evans (prop) and Huw Protheroe |
flanker) with their games teacher Mr. John Walters. They are members of the school’s |
‘uegessful, under 15 téam who yisited Scotland this year and won their game against St. |
/Mungo’s School, Falkirk. " {

.......

i
RY Williams (left),
daged 11, 2nd row forward
and Jeremy Griffiths, aged,
10, left wing, both pupils of
' Llandovery primary school
ihave both been selected for |
(the West Wales under 11s
\ 4team which played East

Wales in Cardiff last week.
This is the highest honour
\attainable at this age. Both
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AS ATTENTIONS turn to
the third round of the Tovali
West Wales Cup next Saturday
afternoon Llandovery and
Tumble will try again to get
their second round tie decided.

They first met on Saturday, February 23,
when the match ended in a thrilling seven-
all draw at Tumble. So Llandovery will
start favourites for the delayed replay
inspite of playing in the section below
Tumble.

Llandovery have a superb cup record
this season with the astounding defeat of
Pontypridd in the Schweppes Cup comfort-
ably l?lc highlight

/gnd their fine win at Carmarthen Athle-
tic last week will have given them a further
boost and much needed encouragement.
As well as a confidence booster that win
lifted them back into theé promotion zone in
Section B ahead of %r]wydd who
have® d two es miore.

Iro , the prize for vigtory on Satur-

SRETEEL W J e~

ONE BETTER

day would be a q\l;/aner final tie away to
none other than Waunariwydd.

Section D Loughor, who have already
disposed of one Section A side in the
competition, will have to emulate Llandoy-
ery on Saturday if they are to progress into
the semi finals. They have been drawn
away to Carmarthen Athletic and cannot
realistically expect to progress further.

The cup always Emduces a shock or two,
however, and perhaps Loughor’s defence,
among the best in the union, will help
con\eurc another. =

/hile the last eight fight it out in the
Cup the Section C Fromotion race, cur-
rently led by Ystalyfera, hots up.

Centenary celet;mti?g Ystaly&{; !qoﬂek
'liwcasu?l' y capable o chnch% e title
though ryncochpd — boasting tightest

defence in any section — have a game in

hand.

Ystalyfera should improve their chal-
lenge by beating Pontardawe on Saturday
as they did when the teams met at the

Farteg in January.

That day th‘envstalyfera pack had much
the better of things and the same, powerful
eight should repeat the medicine on
Saturday.

Ammanford, safe in a promotion spot,
try to rekindle their dc:nlmsJ title challenger
with a victory over Brynaman who are in
bottom place.

It is the gossibility of relegation which
worries Trebanos and Amman United in
Section D. Trebanos are away to bottom
placed Tonna on Saturday and must win to
strengthen their position. Amman United,
meanwhile, face promotion chasing
Skewen and on current form will not be

optimistic.

A win for Trebanos and defeat at
Skewen would spell Section E rugby for
Amman. {

Glais, already Section E champions, face |
the stiffest test of their 100 per cent record |
on Saturday when they travel to play
second placed Penygroes. Both are already
promoted but there is a good deal of pride
at stake.

Gowerton have a day off on Saturday
but returned to something like their best
form last Saturday when they destroyed
cug quarter finalists Mumbles.

tuart Pardoe contributed 18 points to
Gowerton’s total of 26 points by scorin
two tries, two conversions and two penal-
ties. The result rekindles Gowerton's
ﬁromotion dream but they have a lot of
ard work — in fact six” matches — to
undertake if they are to achieve their goal
and the itinerary may prove too heavy.

Mumbles, meantime, are set to maké a
quick trip back to Section C.

Results: Section B: Gowerton 26, Mum-
gles nil, Section E: Glais 37, BP Llandarcy

~—MUMBLES GO

TO LLANDOVER

Llandovery 31, Mumbles 4

Llandovery convincingly
beat Mumbles in this sec-
tion B clash on Sunday. In
fact, if Carwyn Williams
had his kicking boots on the
score would have been far
greater than 11-0 at half-
time.

It was the same player
however, who called all the
shots in a talented and speedy
back division constantly fed
with good quality possession.

Llandovery opened with a
penalty by Carwyn Williams
well struck from 30 metres.
Then after good line-out work
by Wyn Williams, scrum half
l-{andel Davies fed the ball to
flanker Elfyn Jenkins standing
out from the maul. His strong
burst took him past two defen-
ders to score a try.

SRR 3

Llandovery stretched their twi

lead when they ran a penalty
in the Mumbles 22. tain
Geraint Williams stepped back
inside and fed Dai “ﬁgjey ona
switch move. The No. 8 in turn
fed right wing Dewi Evans
who charged over in the cor-
ner for an unconverted try.

Llandovery continued to ex-
ert pressure on the Mumbles
defence but ‘the visitors held
solid with four penalty misses
from Llandovery.

The second half opened
more evenly with the breeze in
Mumbles’ favour. No. 8 for
Llandovery Dai Wigley broke
the deadlock with an indi-
vidual score. He burst through
onto poor tapped ball in a
line-out and ran 30 metres to
score despite the attentions of
0 defenders. Carw i

—_—

was charged

able for the hosts, but when Lian-
dovery chased and harried into the
home 22, a delayed clearance kick
own by Carwyn

Davies for the ‘flyer’ to race away

for his second try.

fil @ Thomas held ffo“ﬁ,hihf

Unfortunately however, he was

liams converted.
This signalled the end of the
match as a result and Llandov-
ery responded with fine free
flowing movements. Carwyn
Williams pounced for a try
after loose play by the Mum-
bles defence. He also con-
‘verted. Carwyn Davies added
two tries to round off the
scoring showing his devastat-
ing turn of speed.
umbles had a consolation
try in the dying minutes, just
reward for trying to run the
ball at the death.
For Llandovery all the for-
wﬁgs glayed their part, Wyn
illiAMs “and Clive Davies
won. excellent line-out ball.
The front row of Gareth Wil-
ms, Wyn Morgan and Dai |
ite

fierce pressure
bles eight. Eifion Evans a
his strength and weight to
rucks and mauls and Dai d
ley and Elfyn Jenkins con-
tinued to batter the visitors
defence with strong running.
Handel Davies at scrum half
linked well with Carwyn Wil-

injured in the act of scoring and | B
had to leave the field but with his | | liams. All the backs looked
side once again holding a seven | % confident in their handling and
point lead, they certainly seemed | . the defence continues to be

to be swimming to victory. | well marshalled in the centre

| by Geraint Williams.

e ey s boeve, dovery et o e’y good

€ Hen eight, however, ~ 3 O have a goo

other ilcl!eas a¥u‘ij lGe fine kli’ckin b()j! 32 chance of returning to theg top
Peter Rees and Geraint Price had | section but have three of those

ght pinned Llandovery near their line, | games away — difficult games

ute the continual driving, rucking and® * | at that — at Hend
. ¢ . B —_ y, Gowerton
;'ﬁ: mauling eventually took its toll. ' and Bonymaen.

The Towy Valley side were forccgl;‘f v
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FEON A NIGHT when even

the seagulls were walking,
Hendy and Llandovery pro-
vided an exciting and en-
thralling encounter in atro-
cious conditions in their vit-
al Section B league clash
last Tuesday night at
Hendy.

Torrential rain aided by a near-
salc force wind blowing directly
lownfield ensured that this match
was not one for the purists.

Monsoon

Home skipper, Geraint Price,
offered the Towy Valley side first
use of the monsoon, the loyal
band of home supporters were
quickly involved in the age-old
argument of whether or not it is
advisable to have the first bite of
the cherry, but on the ficld of play,
Llandovery were soon encamped
on the home 22.

Since any ball kicked higher
than 10 feet into the air became a

downfield, and handling of a satu-
rated, slippery ball a very risky
occupation, the match developed
into an intruiging game of unusual
tactics. The auacking side tried
their best to keep the ball in play

and the defending side were hell
bent on kicking it away and as far
as possible.
ome skipper Price capitalised
on the invaluable line out posses-
sion afforded him by his trio of
jumpers, Ian Jenkins, Keith Rees
and Raymond Davies.
Llandovery were unable to
counter the lineout dominance of

Hendy 13 pts., Llandovery 11

Carwyn Williams was off target

with three attempts, but this was

understandable as the gale force

wind made any attempt a lottery.
Convert

With the visitors unable to con-

vert their territorial advantage to

ing to face the elements during the!
second period, this isolated score!
seemed far from being match-
winning.

DROP-GOAL
CLINCHE

the playing conditions and light
were deteriorating by the minute
and there was always the chance
that the referee might abandon the
match.

Hendy, however, responded to

Llandovery RFC Team Records 1985-86 wwo2

able for the hosts, but when Llan-
dovery chased and harried into the
home 22, a delayed clearance kick
was charged down by Carwyn
Davies for the ‘flyer’ to race away
for his second try.

Unfortunately however, he was
injured in the act of scoring and
had to leave the field but with his
side once again holdinF a seven
point lead, they certainly seemed
to be swimming to victory.

Pinned
The Hendy eight, however, had
other ideas and the fine kicking by
Peter Rees and Geraint Pn'ce%ladp
pinned Llandovery near their line,
the continual driving, rucking and |
mauling eventually took its toll. |
The Towy Valley side were forced |
into a .s_uaccssionlog errors and

the set back and within minutes a

Agmsnsl all the odds, Liandov-| flowing handling movement from

ery increased their lead in the
second minute of the second half.

right to left enabled Martin Shad-
drack to cross for an unconverted

ok the home forwards and tried thei "
liability as it was blown backwards best ::T\::u: the baﬂr. Their g,e,:[ Bt ihe match was slowly:but

1o their problems their for an unconverted try.
ace,  Faced with the pro'gectolhlv- :inly invaluable,

The home defence was very casual | ‘™"
surely edging Hendy's way. Buton 10 covering a charge 1d by

mendable efforts however were stroke of half ti brothers the Llandovery forwards and| With the Hendy forwards now
quickly and ruthlessly put to g,w'y“ eandhal(;czie“l:mw:"ms when penalised within their 22, | beginning to edge the battle up
round by the quick-covering combined to send left wing Car- Garwyn Williams succeeded with | front for Geraint Price to con-

wyn Davies racing in at the corner @ penalty attempt into the galeg|! tinually bring his strong running
backrow trio into action, the
omens certainly seemed favour-

is unexpecied score wi

P

SPANISH TEAM

The West Wales Rugby Union have selected a
32-strong squad for their showpiece game against Spain
at Stradey Park on April 12.

Ammanford do have Alan Williams and Carwyn
Jones in the squad. Llandovery also have a strong
representation with Carwyn Davies, Carwyn Williams,
Wyn Williams and David Wigley

Ironically Ystradgynlais and Tumble, the top teams in
the union. have only one player each in the squad

Centenary celebrating Llangennech, on the other
hand, have Mark Doran, Keri Coslett and John Roberts
included. The squad is:

Full back: Richard Bevan, Gorseinon; Jonathan
Griffiths, Bryncoch.

Right wing: Lyn Thomas, Ystradgynlais; Michael
Williams, Tumble.

Left wing: Neil Evans, Gowerton; Carwyn Davies;
Llandovery.

Centre: David Nicholas, Felinfoel; Mark Doran,
Llangennech; Clive Haste, Bonymaen; Keri Coslett,
Llangennech.

Outside half: Kevin Thomas, Felinfoel; Carwyn
Williams, Llandovery.

Inside half: John Greenway, Cwmavon; Alan Wil-
liams, Ammanford.

Props: Brian Howells, Seven Sisters; Gareth Evans,
Kidwelly; Mark Gorecki, Mumbles; Steve Hopkins,
Cwmllynfell.

Hooker: David Boyle, Vardre; Darrel Campbell,
Amman United.

2nd row: Carwyn Jones, Ammanford; Peter Cross,
Bryncoch; Tony Manna, Glais; Nic Mabbutt, Ystaly-
fera; Wyn Williams, Llandovery.

Flanker: David Glover, Skewen; Stephen Webber,
Felinfoel; Marcello De Philipo, New Dock Stars; Eam-
Horsford, Abercrave; Jeff Trotman, Waunarl-

Roberts, Liangennech; David Wigley,
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Full back Peter Rees demons-
trated his kicking prowess as he
slotted over a grace of penalty
attempts with his right foot before
eventually showing his dexterity
by banging over the match-win-
mr_ﬁ].dro goal left footed.

is effort in the final minutes

proved to be the icing on the cake
for Hendy who thus retain an
interest in promotion until the
very last fixture of the scason.



)
e Py

Jeff Trotman, Waunarl-
wydd’s livewire flanker,
_spearheaded the destruc-
tion of the Spanish with a
splendid hat-trick of tries
— the reward for magnifi-
cent support play.

It was also the result of a

lorious team display as the

est Wales Rugby Union
proved itself worthy of the
trust placed in them by the
WRU as the first district union
to play a touring national side.

The Spanish certainly would
not argue with that. Clearly
unused to wet pitches and a
slippery ball they struggled to
rediscover the form which
caused so many problems for
Pontypridd. West Wales

the Spanish national side at Stradey
Friday, effectively exploding the mytl
West Wales produces only nine-man rugby.
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Alan Williams snapped at
the heels of a dominant West
Wales pack while the midfield
looked sharp and full of ambi-
tion.

Magnificent passing gave
Carwyn Davies space on the
left in the seventh minute and
the Llandovery winger
sprinted 40 yards around the
cover before touching down
behind the posts. Kevin Tho-
mas converted.

Davies was heavily involved
in the second try which saw
Trotman snatching up the
loose ball and diving over af
the corner. Thomas converting
brilliantly.

Williams himself scored the

ball did much to create the
opening.

Spain, with the wind at their
backs, fared better in the
second half with Nunez open-
ing their account through a
penalty. Rivero then caught
Keri Coslett napping to pinch
a touch-down after a thrilling
chase and then Nunez kicked a |
second penalty as the alarm
bells started ringing for West
Wales.

But the pack, with Mabbut
outstanding, re-asserted them-
|selves and when Davies was
| held-up short of the line Trot-
man was there to complete a
‘fine hat-trick.

Nunez kicked a third penal-

fourth, easily the try of the
match, when he sprinted 50

ty for Spain but Neil Evans
had the final word, intercept-

meanwhile, slipped into gear
quickly and rattled up 20
points by the interval as shell-
shocked Spain looked on.

Mrlivee

yards from the corner, beating ing a pass on his own 22 and
the cover with a wonderfully running 80 metres for the
cheeky..dummy to winger touch-down. Carwyn Davies
Evans whose running off the converted.

Carwyn Davies sets a course,
for the line with Spain
stretched.

(Photo: Alan Richards

—_—

Nick Mabbut makes a clean catch despite the attentions of a
Spanish lock. It was a phase of play where West Wales
dominated.
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LLANDOVERY

BACK IN
SECTION A

LLANDOVERY snatch-
ed promotion to Section A
of the West Wales Rugby
Union on Monday evening
with a 26 points to seven
defeat of Furnace United.

It brought a tumultuous sea-
son which had seen them de-
feat Pontypridd in the Welsh
Cup to a satisfactory ending.
And they clinched promition
in real style, scoring four tries
through David Wigley, Alun

. Llandovery who must have felt

Llandovery RFC Team Records 1985-86 wwo2
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A VINTAGE d“m
prolific full back Wyn

Lewis clinched a Tovali Cup
quarter final spot for Tum-
ble at the expense of Llan-
dovery. %

Lewis, the former Aberavon
full back, scored two tries and
kicked three penalties and two
conversions for a personal tal-
ly of 21 points.

It was all too much for

bonanza.

< confident at the start having
| earned this home tie through a
draw at Tumble.Scheming

But the Magpies were not to

and scheming of scrum half
Arwel Davies laid the plat-
form for Lewis’ scoring

Davies, behind a formidable
pack, was the dominating fi-
i§ (tactical know-how

andovery 6 pts.,
Tumble 25

victory by holding Llandovery
in the first half despite Elaymg
into the wind. In fact the first
of Lewis’ three penalties gave
them a three point lead at the
interval with the prospect of
playing with the breeze in the
second half.

Tumble swept into the
attack and despite desperate

je of good qualit
3 umbl?z rolz

er Geraint Wil-
try which his
n, converted|

send his ski
liams over for
brother, Ca
brilliantly.

Balance |

Wynford Lewis’ third penal-|

fly restored the balance in

umble’s favour and they

underlined their superiority

with a points flurry in the
dying minutes.

Thomas, Eifion Evans and fly
half Carwyn Williams.

Williams kicked two conver-
sions and a couple of penalties |
to round off a superb display. |

Llandovery are still involved
in the CC Evans Cup which
tomorrow evening brings
together Amman United|a
Brynaman in yet another loeal
derby. |

Brygargan clir(l:ched tbvf;i

lace by beating Cwmgors on
onday evexgllfngg"tu fe%ﬁe
semi-final. - o

A penalty by former

man United favourite

| Williams and a try by winger
Ian Davies clinched a
points to six win for th

Greens.

[ B

Ammanford 19pts.,
Llandovery 16

HOLDERS Llandovery
slipped out of the C. C.
Evans Cup at the hands of
Ammanford whose title
they took last season.

It was a display of considerable
character from Ammanford who
had flanker Jeff Roach filling in at
full back for most of the match yet
still managed to out-play Llandov-
ery up front in the second half.

With Llandovery back in Sec-
tion A and Ammanford newly

romoted to Section B in the West

ales Rugby Union, there was
more than pride at stake with both
teams eager to prove themselves
the best in the area.

At half time it looked as though
the form book would triumph.

led through three for a try to tie the, scores

follow Pontypridd and _thi
pack’s big match exper

&

Liandovery

Clive James penalties in reply to a
Carwyn Davies try and penalty.
_ But Ammanford had to play
into a stiff breeze in the second
half and had already used both
substitutes, making Llandovery
supporters confident of victory.
hat was confirmed early in the
second half as the heavy Llandov-
ery pack drove Ammanford back
at a five metre scrum and flanker
Elfyn Jenkins pounced for a try
which Davies converted. '
But Ammanford responded
magnificently as the Llandovery
pack began to tire. Their scrum-
shove evaporated and Carwyn
Jones completely dominated the
line-outs allowing Jeff Roach and
Clive James to drive Llandovery
back with good line kicks.
In the 15th minute reserve

scrum, half. Alan Davies shot

. Breeze
scored a psychological

night’s final where they will start |
,,mOurites to beat Am-|

! 2 |
12 o ¢ 8 o g |

covering, Mike Williams was
ut clear to score wide out.

ynford Lewis then kicked a
penalty to put Tumble ten
points ahead and on course for
victory.

Llandovery rallied and got
back within striking distance
when a sy ng MOVem
and goot ph
abled wi

From a scrum five Davies
cleverly switched the ball to
the narrow side where Lewis
raced over for a try which he
then converted. And from.
another scrum five a repeat
move again caught Llandovery

i d there was Lewis
m the touch down

superb work by the Ammanford
forwards.

Ammanford produced the
match-winning blow in the 20th
minute as Clive James worked a
neat scissors with Jeff Roach
whose power created the opening
for winger Steven Evans to score a
try which James converted.

Ten minutes later Carwyn
Davies, kicking in the absence of :
Carwyn Williams, stroked over a |Lland T ——
penalty for Llandovery to reduce |'4aNGOVEry"s exciting Car-

Ammanford’s lead to a slim three 'Wyn Davies. His 12 points

points. were not enough to save

from defeat at
(Photo:

Davies and Ammanford’s Clive them

James both hit posts with penalty Ap
attempts in the dying minutes as |
Ammanford clung stubbornly to =38
their lead and a place in tomorrow

THE Seven Sisters
half-backs to pin Llandovery in their

k won valua
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Llandovery R.F.C.’s

Sevens Tournament tog
place in brilliant sun

on Monday. The fine weath-

er meant a dry ball and a
glut of tries for the large
crowd to enjoy.

Amman United and holders
Cwmgors were both steamrol-
lered in the semis although
Amman derived sweet con-
solation from their comfort-
able (16-0) victory over arch
rivals Brynamman.

In a final described by club
president Dr. Tyssul Lewis as
“one of the best ever played at
the ground”, Llandovery over-
came the Presidents VII by
31-26.

The Presidents included
Wales B international Geraint
John, Ian George ex-London
Welsh, Jeremy Evans formerly
. (&, anelli and Aled and

isession which allowed their
fter five minutes the visitors
t the post with a long range

i
ry a 6-0 advantage at half-

'ond half saw the Seven Sisters
t strongly in the scrummages.
» lines-out Llandovery held the
nd with Wyn Williams and Ian
rning in impressive perform- |

iitors failed to alter their tactics
ir forwards were unable to win |
share of the ball that would
lun Davies to dictate affairs.
ides missed long range penal-|

. passing allowed Jo

Llandovery RFC Team Records 1985-86 wwo2
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ments with a try in the corner
by Aled Williams.

Llandovery swiftly replied
through an incisive break by
Alan Thomas, his effort
was converted by Carwyn
Williams.

The home side added to
their tally with a Nigel Clarke
try, Williams again on target
with the kick. Carwyn Davies,
the “Llandovery flier”, raced
over for an unconverted try to
stretch the lead to twelve
points. But any complacency
was swiftly shattered when Ian
George scored a spectacular
solo try for the visitors, again
John added the conversion.

The second half opened in
thrilling fashion with two su-
perb Alan Thomas tries, both
of them converted by the de-
pendable Williams.

Geriant John scored anothe
try which he alsg
Some shoddy!

cept for another (ryg#
this time he was off target wi
the kick.

Another interception,

some rapid inter-passing be-

tween him and John culmin-

ated in a great try for the
Swansea outside-half. George
efted and there was a

Sl O-

But in the dying moments
the Presidents were penalised
for not releasing, Williams
added the penalty points to
clinch a deserved victory.

Llandoverys Alan Thomas,

the scorer of three tries in
the final was voted player
of the tournament.

A great day for the host
club, albeit for one disappoint-
ment this came when Llandov-
ery C.P. School lost their
Under 11's challenge match
16-6 to Blaengwrach.

Results Round-Up:
(Groups One and Three.) Poly
of Wales 16, Lampeter 4; Ney-
land 6, Llandovery 20; Llan-
deilo 30, Llandybydder O0;
Llandybie 4, Presidents 30;
Lampeter 0, Neyland 18; Pol.
of Wales 4, Llandovery 20;

Llandybie 16, Llanybydder 10;
Poly of Wales 20, Neyland 10;
Lampeter 6, Llandeilo 28; |
Presidents 36, Llanybydder 0; |
Llandybie 16, Llandeilo 20.

(Groups Two and Three).
Brynamman 22, Burry Port |
10; Builth 6, Amman. Utd. 16:
Cwmgors 18, Trimsaran 6;
Brecon 16, Cwmllynfell 0;
Burry Port 6, Builth 24; Bry-
namman 0, Amman. Utd. 16;-
Trimsaran 6, Brecon 6;
Cwmgors 26, Cwmllynfell 6;
Brynamman 18, Builth 12;
Burry Port 0, Amman. Utd.
22; Cwmgors 18, Brecon 6.
Trimsaran 32, Cwmllynfell 0.

Semi-finals. Llandovery 18,
Amman Utd. 0; Presidents 22,
Cwmgors 0.

Final. Llandovery 31, Presi-
dents 26; Under 11's Chal-
lenge Match Llandovery C.P.
School 6, Blaengrwach C.P.
16.

Play,
switched from end to end,

this -
time by Aled Williams and’' |

Presidents 12, Llandeilo 10;
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Winners Llandovery (abo;e) anthe President’s team
(below) which they beat in the final of the Llandovery
Sevens.

(Photos; Peter Evans

; "
WOF v i On SR SR PP
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A A O 3
Davies and Alan Tho-
- | mas was too much for
- Ammanford in the final of
' the C. C. Evans Sevens at
- Cwmaman Park.
Workman-like Amman-
ford, who’d come back
from the dead to beat Cef-
| neithin in the first round,
had no answer to the extra
pace of Thomas and the
lightning-quick Davies.
From the first match it
was clear Llandovery had
the quickest backs on show
but there was a doubt over
their ball-winning ability.

By Ri

ball — and especially
Davies got the ball —
happened pretty q
and Llandeilo were
tually overwhelmed.

Ammanford were

) - - D ) o o
fixtures on the rugby calen-
dar — the preliminary
round of the Schweppes
Cup.

No local club ever expects to
win the Schweppes Cup but it
offers the chance of a plum
draw against a first class side
— and the results can be spec-
tacular.

But before any West Wales
team gets the chance to meet
the cream of Welsh rugby they
must first beat two junior sides
from their own district —
which always gives a little ex-
tra edge to the preliminary
round games.

Reward

Two of the local minnows

. this year by-pass the prelimin-
+ ary rounds as a reward for

their cup-fighting exploits last
year. Llandovery and Gower-
ton both get byes into the first

| round after reaching the last

home draw

i

- second preliminary round,
Top of the giant killers o
© district E la :

75

16 in last season’s competition.

And the rest of the local
clubs will be hoping to emulate
the rousing wins over Pontyp-
ridd and Tredegar which
earned Llandovery and
Gowerton their respective
places in the first round this
year.

Ammanford have a difficult
against West
Wales Cup finalists Waunarl-
wydd in District F while West
Wales champions Tumble are
away to Llangennech in a re-
peat of last season’s cham-
pionship semi-final.

Llandeilo face-Llandybie in
a first round preliminary
match and the. winners will
play home to Cwmgors in the

v

relief to the rest of the district
that Seven, like Llandovery
and Gowerton, do not enter
the competition until the first
round proper.

Cwmllynfell and Dunvant
have a bye to the second pre-
liminary round where they
have been drawn, convenient-
ly, to play each other. Pick of
the matches otherwise is the
clash between Ystradgynlais
and Trebanos who fought a

Carwyn Williams was
forced to play hooker and
possession was at a pre-
mium in the opening mi-
nutes of their game against

down against Cefneil
their opening gam
fought back to win
.Results: Prelim
round: Cwmgors

BY RICHARD WILLIAMS %4 2 h

ding-dong battle in the semi-
final of the Swansea Valley
Cup at the end of last season.
Trebanos should have beaten
Ystrad then and will be out to
prove it was not a fluke.
The draw is: District F: Ist
reliminary round: Llandeilo v
landybie. 2nd preliminary
round: (to be played on or
before September 21): Pon-
tyberem' v Loughor; Penyg-
roes v Hendy: Ammanford v

Brynaman 14.

lawdd; Pontarddulais v Am-|
man United; Llandeilo or

Llandybie v Cwmgors;
Llangennech v Tumble. Dis-
trict E: Swansea Uplands v
Vardre; Bonymaen v Ystaly-
fera; Cwmgwrach v Swansea
University; Pontardawe v Cry-
nant; Ystradgynlais v Treba-| |
nos; Glynneath v Abery-
stwyth: Mumbles v Glais;
Morriston v Resolven;
Cwmllynfell and Dunvant —
byes.

®eason. That feat earnef

® The Llandovery side which beat Pontypridd
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and Alan Tho-
mas was too much for
Ammanford in the final of
| the C. C. Evans Sevens at
| Cwmaman Park.

- Workman-like Amman-
ford, who’d come back
from the dead to beat Cef-
neithin in the first round,
had no answer to the extra
pace of Thomas and the
lightning-quick Davies.

From the first match it
was clear Llandovery had
| the quickest backs on show
but there was a doubt over
their ball-winning ability.

Carwyn Williams was

forced to play hooker and

possession was at a pre-

mium in the opening mi-

nutes of their game against

Llandeilo.
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SPEEDY |

OUTPACE

By Richard Williams

ball — and especially when
Davies got the ball — things
happened pretty quickly
and Llandeilo were even-
tually overwhelmed.
Ammanford were ten-nil
down against Cefneithin in
their opening game but
fought back to win 16-10.
Results: Preliminary
round: Cwmgors 6pts.,
Brynaman 14.

8, Llandybie 4; Cefneithin
10, Ammanford 16; Llan-
dovery 28, Llandeilo nil;
Penygroes nil, Brynaman

SEMI-FINALS
Ammanford 22pts.,
Amman Utd nil

The host club could not match
the power of Ammanford in the
first semi-final and quickly found
themselves trailing as Lyn Evans

for a.try,

. AMMANFORD

defenders for Ammanford’s
second try which Jeff Roach con-
verted on the stroke of half time.
Roach, Ammanford’s outstand-
ing player, was himself over mid-
way through the second half for a
try which big Carwyn Jones con-
verted and Lyn Evans rounded off
the game with his second try and a
superb touchline conversion.

Brynaman 10pts.,
Llandovery 16

Brynaman, with Cerith Tho-
mas, Keith Hopkins and John
Beynon showing real class, were
perhaps the most technically profi-
cient sevens outfit on show.

And they gave Llandovery con-

_siderable trouble although the
peed of Davies finally told. Alan
omas opened the scoring when
ran clear for a try whic
n Williams converted.
Carwyn Davies then jinked
lhrou§h Brynaman ranks on his
own 22 and ran 70 yards for the
touchdown. Williams again con-
verted.

Car-~

Anthony Davies struck back for
Brynaman early in the second half
but within a minute Llandovery
had worked Carwyn Davies clear
on the left and he made light work
of crossing in the corner.

Brynaman fought back again
and this time it was Andrew
Roberts who broke through the
cover to score a try which Hopkins
converted with the last kick of the

match.
FINAL

Ammanford 6pts.,
Llandovery 30

If Ammanford were to upset
Llandovery in the final they had to
deny them possession. But it was
clear from the start that Llandov-
ery had saved their best till last.

Within minutes Carwyn Davies,
having discovered Paul Rees was
harder to run around than anyone
else he had encountered in the
competition, showed his true class
by jinking inside the Ammanford
winger for the opening try which
Carwyn Williams converted.

Paul Ladd Thomas drove

through the Llandovery defence to |
score a try which Jeff Roach con-

verted to equalise but a magnifi-

cent bounce from a Carwyn Wil-

liams kick ahead gave Alan Tho-

mas the first of a hat-trick. Carwyn

Williams converted to make it 12-6

at the interval,

Paul Thomas led an Amman-
ford charge early in the second
half when gf’aul Rees was grounded
inches short. From the resultin
penalty Alan Thomas waltze
through the Ammanford ranks
and raced 70 yards for the decisive
score which Williams again con-
verted.

Carwyn Davies followed suit a
minute later and Thomas com-
pleted a memorable hat-trick near
the end, Carwyn Williams con-
verted both.

Carwyn Davies scored a total of
seven tries in the three matches.
Alan Thomas scored four and
Carwyn Williams top scored with
30 ponts from 11 conversions and
two tries.
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| “in a row when ‘they
added the District F Sevens
to the C. C. Evans Sevens
they had won only two days
earlier.

But they had to overcome a
determined challenge from host
club Waunarlwydd who lasted the
distance rather better than Llan-
dovery in an injury strewn final
last Saturday.

In fairness Llandovery did

things the hard way — through no
fault of their own. The withdrawal
of Ammanford meant Waunarl-
wydd had a bye into the quarter
final so only had to play two games
to reach tne final.

g Lla;‘ndm"lery. ohn the othler hand, 5 S .
ought through a preliminary pen in the 15 man game in these

round and tough matches against ’;ns? BY RICHARD WILLIAMS
Gowerton, Loughor and = Happily Llandovery lifted the g :
Gorseinon 1o reach the final. At gloom which withdrawals and lack $¢mi-final between Hendy and and his colleagues.. A
the kick-off for the final then of interest cast over the proceed- ‘aunarlwydd could not oversha-  Results: Preliminary round:
Llandovery had played 58 minutes ings. Even an ugly punch-up in the dow the skills of Geraint Williams Loughor 12, Brynaman 6; Llan-
of breathless sevens compared 3 a . ' ) o ;
with Waunarlwydd’s 24 minutes. B3 ael - PAgaad :

It would have been a crying
shame if Llandovery, easily the
best team on view, had succumbed
to fatigue in the final — the fact is
they very nearly did!

But the class of man-of-the-
tournament Carwyn Davies and
top points scorer Carwyn Williams
eventually carried them through.

Sadly one of the features of this
competition was the number of
withdrawals and the failure of
Penclawdd to turn-up without

arning.

REgi2 siReAbea.

‘Ammanford, Llandeilo and
ontarddulais all withdrew before-
d and when Penclawdd did not
| ive it meant Waunarlwydd a_nd
| ‘Gorseinon reaching the semi-fin-
als after playing one game each.
This apparent disinterest is
something the organisers need to
look at. Sevens at its best is a
wonderful sgectacle which gives
layers like Carwyn Davies, for so
ong in West Wales Rugby left on
the wings waiting for a pass, a
chance to show their abilities.

Davies’ first try in the final was andovery! Back row: Huw Morgan, Eifion Hughes, Chris Davies, Nigel
a peach which brought spon- d enry. Front: Alan Thomas, Carwyn Davies, Geraint Williams (capt) and
taneous applause 2 eC - - ol _ £
tors e ﬁ- - ﬁ‘ M ‘l (Photo: Alan Richards
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dovery 26, Llandybie nil.

First round: Tumble 16, Cef-
neithin 6; Pontyberem 6,
Cwmgors 16: Hendy 26.- Penyg-
roes 6; Amman Utd nil,
Gorseinon 16; Llangennech 12,

+ Loughor 16; Gowerton 10, Llan-
dovery 16.

QUARTER-FINALS: Tumble 8,
- Waunarlwydd 14: Waunarlwydd:
Joe Bendle, Norman Satterly and
Stuart House (tries); Steve Davies
(con). Tumble: Aled Jones, Mike
Williams (tries).

Hendy 12, Cwmgors 6: Neil
Lewis, Steve Watson (tries). Nigel
Howells (2 cons).

Llandovery 22, Loughor 12:
== Llandovery: Carwyn Davies (2),

Alan Thoma$, Nigel Clarke
= (tries). Carwyn Williams (3 cons).
= Loughor: Gareth Banfield, Phil

Morgan (tries). Gareth Banfield
=
a (2 cons).

l:;‘ SEMI FINALS
5

Waunarlwydd 30pts., Hendy 4

Hendy simply had no answer to
the all round power and skills of
the host club in a game marred by
some ugly incidents in the second
half.

Roger Watkins weaved throuEh
the Hendy ranks to open the
scoring early in the second half,
Steve Davies converted. Then bi%
© Joe Bendle powered over from 7(
yards for another try which Davies
converted. Stuart House com-
pleted the first half rout with
another long distance try with
Davies again adding the conver-
sion points.

Norman Satterly joined in the
fun early in the second half, selling
. alovely dummy on his way to a try
1\ which Davies converted before
Steve Watson scored for Hendy.

Sancrlﬁ scored his second try on
the death while the rest of the
l::layers were involved in a touch-
ine fracas. Steve Davies, having

BE O T

L)

S—
e

i1 o

E
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Llandovery 16pts., Gorseinon 6
Gorseinon fielded an exciting
looking team who were still fresh
in the semi-finals having played
only one game to reach them.

But the skill of Llandovery, who
had already played three times,
was too much for them. Gorseinon
started well, pressurising Llandov-
ery who nonetheless revealed their
class by breaking away through
brothers Geraint and Carwyn Wil-
liams with Carwyn racing clear to
score between the posts. He also
converted.

They went further ahead when
Alan Thomas dummied to Carwyn
Davies and ran clear. Williams
again converted.

Thomas chose to use Davies

early in the second half and the |

winger delivered an electrifying
dose of .acceleration to leave
Gorseinon grasping thin air.

Alun Jones scored a consolation
try for Gorseinon which Huw
Watkins converted to make the
final score 16-6.

THE FINAL
Llandovery letsz.. Waunarlwydd
1

Llandovery started firm
favourites for the final but
Waunarlwydd, while lacking the
pace of Llandovery, were deter-
mined to make things difficult for
them.

Carwyn Davies, who had been
the outstanding personality all
afternoon, then delivered the t
of the tournament. He jinked off
both feet in turn to beat Joe
Bendle and then swerved effor-
tlessly inside Satterly and Davies
to run clear and score near the

Sts.

Llandovery, who had played
two games more than Waun to
reach the final, visibly tired in the
second half. Roger Watkins ran
superbly to score Waun's first try
which lgavies converted and then
Joe Bendle, full of running.
sprinted over from 70 yards with
Davies’ conversion tying the
scores and Waun suddenly looking
odds-on for victory.

But the trusty boot of Carwyn
Williams, which put paid to Pon-
typridd in the Schweppes Cup last
year, edged Llandovery ahead
with a penalty from 30 metres —
the first of the afternoon.

And then a long kick downfield
took play into the Waun 22 where
the covering Joe Bendle attemp-
ted a fly kick to touch. Instead of
finding touch it flew into the hands
of Carwyn Davies who scored his
eighth try of the tournament

ment. Here he is seen receiving his award from Mr. Denzil
Lloyd. :

Secondary Sche
School Governo
L Also in the picture are Mr. Roland Griffiths (Deputy Headmaster), Mr. Phillip Da
wHeadmaster) and Mr. John Walters (Master in charge of P.E. and games). Arwelg
for Wales against Scotland at Cardiff in March. He also toured Italy and played for Wi
@igainst the Italian National Schools’ team during April. ) :

svans of Llandovery County High School receives his Welsh
(Under 15) cap from Mrs. Eirwen Richards (Vice-chairman of the

Page 16



Llandovery RFC Team Records 1985-86 wwo2

é@% Courtesy Wyn Williams

LL.AN.. W U kil

TUMBLED ...

BLE kicked off
a stiff breeze at Tumble 13

eir backs but Llandov- -V -
y m ﬂle better of the Llandoverv 7 05! . i
rly exchanges when J izl
Williams kicked -

row inter-passed effectively

into a three point for “Tonto™ Roberts to 5
id after five minutes.  dive over for a try which «
Within the next twenty Wynford Lewis converted

25 however Williams to give them a 6-3 lead.
prd Lewis twice umble demonstrated
| kickable penalty why they are Section “A’

npts. : champions with some re-
landovery continued to lentless pressure.
¥ Tumble decent pos- Their back-row of

on and the home side Gareth Davies, Perris Wil-'
€ unable to revert to liams, “Tonto” Roberts
jr usual “up and under and scrum-half Davies gave

cs”. the Llandovery half-backs a . f
amble however came torrid time. Within five mi- e A P D !
e 10 scoring when the nutes they went further Tonto™ Roberts crashes over for Tumble’s first try. (Photo: Peter Evans

ors failed to clear a ahead and the visitors were
e ball. Tumble were reanos s Ha de £ th home side who came close
G v SR to scoring when on into the gamesbut.Carwyn
..In touch prever Williams was Wwide with a
being awarded. j penalty attempt following a
xR i clions

Liandoverv—catiie “Back

ded @ scrum close to {
Visitors line, their back 4§ 1

| - cliberafe obstru
—— The visitors backs imi-
wessed with fluid inter-
sing but they could not
ak through a solid Tum-
defence.

The home side went

THE Seven Sisters pack won valuable early possession which allowed their further ahead when full
half-backs to pin Llandovery in their own half. After five minutes the visitors back Wynford Lewis tested
came close to taking the lead when Alun Davies hit the post with a long range the visitors with a beautiful-
penalty.

ly {'udgcd high kick. The
ball squirted loose and Per-
is Williams was on hand to
re. At 13-3 the game
ked safe for Tumble but
Thomas scored a con-
ion try for the visitors
n incisive diagonal

Gradually the home side settled, ﬂ
forwards gained more
the visitors were forced to defend. After

btained second
Ithough Chris
@ sound game
S+

team, certainly
they were ready to upset the
odds once again as they held a
15 - 3 interval lead. Wyn Wil-
liams and Elfin Jenkins had
crossed for tries and the kick-
ing of Carwyn Williams had
accounted for the remainder.

In the second half however, the
section A leaders shook off their lethar-
gy and eventually with the help of an
uncontrolled crowd which had spilt on
10 the plaving area ran in late tries by
Robert Roberts and Wynford Lewis 10
A 119 3
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R
out deserved to win this
fixture with Llangennech
but the margin of victory
clearly shows how close it
was.

The game followed the usual
pattern for Llandovery in that they
went into a ten point lead only to
let their opponents back into the
game and at the end the home side
supporters were relieved to hear
the final whistle.

Looking back on the game it
was highly exciting and both sides
contributed to make it an enter-
taining game having agreed to play
on a day when there was still some
frost on the ground.

Thrill

T N = D S ——

BY
A POINT

degree of success. From one such
attack, Dyfrig Clements brought
the score back to 13-12 with a long

Llandovery 13 v Llangennech 12

Within ten minutes of the start,
Llandovery were ten points ahead.
Carwyn Williams l\ic[:cd a penalty
and left wing. Tim Williams,
scored a try.

The ball was won in a scrum on
the Llangennech 22 line and good

assing with full back. Geraint

Villiams, in the line gave left
wing, Williams, an overlap but he
did well to cut inside the visitors
full back and score. Within mi-
nutes, Williams kicked another
enalty to give the home side the
rc;ld.

During this period the Llandov-
ery forwards were dominant with

cially with his runs close to the
scrums. Gradually, however, the
Llangennech forwards were com-
ing more into the game and with a
greater supply of ball. Scrum haif,

evin George, was pushing Llan-
dovery back with some well
directed kicks.

Winning

Llangennech’s try midway

Hunt who broke through the Llan-
dovery defence and pass inside for
Barry Davies to score under the
posts. Full back, Dyfrig Clements.
converted.

Llangennech were successful in
winning the majority of loose ball
and scrum half, Kevin George,
was able to dictate the game and
keep Llandovery in their own half.

A penalty by Dyfrig Clements
after eleven minutes reduced the

through the first half capitalised 4rreqrs to one point. This stimu-

on some weak tackling by Llan-
dovery. A blind side move involv-
ing the visitors back raw saw no 8,
John Roberts, pick up at the back

1o 8. Stuart Fry conspicuous espe-

VETE
DOES IT

]
S

Sy

RAN IE

of a scrum and ha

UAN = ‘
AGAIN

Llandovery 10, Vardre 13

v

" ball.

lated the home side to greater
effort and on several occasions
Llandovery were close to scoring.

A forward drive involving Elfin

_-le““ Jenkins and Chris Davies took

glay on to the Llangennech line
ut Davies just failed to gather the

Several scrums in the visitors 22

~ line area gave Llandovery a good

attacking platform but the visitors
defended strongly. The decisive
score came during the period
when Carwyn Williams kicked a
wide angled penalty.
Llangennech were far from
finished and were beginning to run

range penalty following an offside
infringement at a ruck.

With 15 minutes to go the game
moved from one end to the other
with Llandovery defending de-
sperately at times. From a lincout
Sm from the Llandovery line,
hooker, Robbie Wheelock, was
bundled in touch inches short of
the line after a quick throw into
the lineout and scrum half, Kevin
George was short with a drop goal
attempt. The final whistle went
with Llandovery the victors in a
nail-biting finish.

Llandovery made hard work of
winning this game — a game that
they deserved to win and in which
they had held territorial advan-
tage.

They found it difficult to control
the game essentially through their
inability to win the loose balls in
the rucks and mauls. The lineouts
were also untidy with too many
balls being tapped back and allow-
ing the Llangennech forwards to
gain possession or at the very least

denying the Llandovery backs
L8 the ball at Llandovery with a fair good- ball. ; 1
Al:nal Olacll H

— AR
M = o ‘

7 - ."'"—J.'v‘*:—-r's'ﬂ') ~r——
Costly mistakes s
|} o . 0. ; :
| lett;:e:ﬁlrnﬁp.m';ﬁ“
second was remiiniscent

| POOR defensive
game to Vardre.

Vardre 25

lay early in the fi RANSLEL B S e st LI “hecled the ball
play early e first half gave this %™ AWAGE from a ' ol

e o A ARSI ~half, 1
~“To their credit the visiting for-  pounced on a ,pooﬁ"ac'}eaj,‘;':,';‘c'
“wards were

At crucial moments of the attempt 1G score a try which was

: tting the better of

Llandovery 7 gumc.dh(;]wcvcr. ﬂ(\jc homcd side —rhe smaller gmﬁé’ﬁm e pelee T Francis fo stretch the

| Territorially Ll srv were Scemed sharper and more deter- g 1 1 o A
well in (h:ga%cl;lr;’g?ﬁgrrl\in: ;‘r; mined to win the game. Etolhe Ual;dﬁ:;ry“age ginmbq.:k do.“’\esmamdon fromvmwhncd Sutlao-
! display showed they were su perior The Vardre threequarters won to be pﬁyed in the Vardre [uﬁs stretched the I:eazofurlhc Fr'at't'nms
[ 1o the smaller Vardre forwards. oM he game where right wing,  Several ‘up and under's' put the _ penalty following handiing n the
a > Jonathan Cousins and centre, pong sidedefew nce unde . ruck and mid way through the
P B A e e ; :}‘nd’rcw \?’?Itc‘;s, were ahconstant but full back Fra‘:cis Wal;m?{: hal'f'édl{:’ft wi_nsi lan Howells
“threat to Llandovery with Arthur, 40 tatk B Wikane ro- scored Vardre’s fifth try with some

Francis varying his play and posi-
tioning to maximum effect. 3
SCORES
Two opportunistic tries within
ten minutes of the start were "
scored by right wing, Cousins.
Capitalising on slack defensive
work made Llandovery's task dif-

ficult.

Fortunately for Llandovery,
neither was converted, but to be
eight points down so early in the
half was a disappointing start.

uick thinking by captain and out-
;llde alf, letgany.lol’l’cs. 2
Once again the Llandovery for-
wards took the game to Vardre
and on several occasions crossed
their line only to be recalled. Wyn
Williams éafter a tapped penalty)
and Davic Wigley (twice) crossed
the line in quick succession and
‘t:liileh";mtor:’ rugby was highly ex-
In conclusion this was a
rformance by the Llandove
b(;sr?a:'ads. Ian f‘;lonljc had one of his
est games for Llandovery espe-
cially in the lineouts, An?ins'l:e

duced the arrears with a lon,
range penalty after a collapse
maul.

Almost immediately afterwards
Francis ran into the line from full
back and exploited the weakness
down the left hand side and scored
far out. Again the conversion
failed.

Llandovery, however, gave
their supporters some hope when
Huw Morgan scored. Eifion Evans’

Llandovery kicked off with the it Heot
‘ * advantage of the slight slope but {:adc = woiichline mﬁ:‘gvnpt':; {:)voese play Dai Wigley was effec-
Mo Svantage T hadany. ‘well'into the Vardre 22. oI the end, however, Vardre
: sho mon;
! The play was hardly under way From the scrum Llandovery leaders ; getzséznar;'am)gs :a:l::

moved the ball along the three-
quarters and full back Williams
kicked ahead over the Vardre line.
In the race for the touch down

well organised, effective in the
loose w{lland had a variety of
o t:|°dm ich they used to exploit

andovery’s rather suspect de-
fence. The Vardre ;

. when Ieuan Jones collected a long
throw.into the lincout and fed the
ball out to the right for wing, John
Cousins to score.

Vardre continued to take the, Huw Morgan got the better of his | yi e Siuarier’,
game to Lisndovery and wheo, an| opposite_sumber and so.at haif Sharper and i Joasihan. Cotes

5 attempted clearance kick failed to! time Llandow: il i i " i
| find touch and ended in the in goal PR ST m‘;Jhc mn:isﬂsgfml andmm oo

game at 7-12.
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Llandovery 10,

An opportunist try by outside
half and captain leuan Jones in the
dying minutes of the game gave
Vardre a victory they hardly de-
served and almost certainly
banished Llandovery to Section B
status next season.

Territorially the home side had
the better of the exchanges with
breakaway forwards Elfyn Jenkins
and Chris Davies dominating play
in the loose. Once again this sea-
son, however, penalty goals were

ot kicked, and teams that don't

ick their goals don’t win matches;
landovery matched Vardre in
ries but Arthur Francis’ kicks
proved decisive.
| For most of the first half Llan-
dovery dominated with the wind
schind them, but the only time
ardre came clear they went
ead, and Arthur Francis was the
~marksman slotting over a thirty
yard penalty.

Llandovery, however, con-
tinued to press but it all came to
nothing as several penalty chances
were wasted from reasgnable posi

6-3
for
Va

at

dre

No

for

A7 T

a ¢ G h od
overlaps had been created, and as
a result the home side, for all their
pressure found themselves three
points down at the break.
At the start of the second period
Llandovery’s pack continued to

press and at last it paid off as

as

l
I

break as they eagerly spun the

With 15 minutes left scrum hait
Nigel Garland scored in the corner !
for the visitors, and with Franeis |
again making his kick count Var-

Alan Thomas then went close
Jor Llandovery,

Neceivi
his mercy
flected the way the game had gone
for Llandovery.
fereein, ur
the ball had favoured the visitors

wards.

Courtesy Wyn Williams

IEUAN
AGAIN

Vardre 13 e

Eifion Hughes fed Nigel Clarke

followin
Clarke |
wyn Williams converted to makejit |

a ten metre scrum arilI
rove over to score. Caf-

. | 3 |

Llandovery maintained this lead

most of the second half butj
rdre looked dangerous on the

! b“*.‘,i
every opportunity. =
!

led 9-6. Llandovery, though,

bounced back immediately when |
from a scrum on the Vardre line |
. 8 Stuart Fry dived over.

As the |
final few minutes, however, it was
Vardre who delivered the Ki -
blow. Nigel Garland charged |
down an attempted touch kick and
Ieuan Jones, up in support, made
the score with barely a minute left

game moved img_the_j

play.

in the dyin
y the ball with the line at
. Indeed this rather re-

oth the re-
decisions and the run of

they  readily admitted after-

given to the defensive play of

eir opponents. The Llandov-
ery full-back Allan Morgan,
for example, had a fine game.
forgan fielded the difficult
igh balls exceptionally well,
and was safe with his touch
kicks.

CONSPICUOUS

Up front, Nigel Clarke was

' conspicuous and the second-

row forward adapted well

when he had to move up to

gr(l)g after Phil Davies left the
eld.

Several times, Tumble
drove up to the Llandovery try
line, but the visitors held out
until the 37th minute of the
first half. A serum was formed
five metres from the visitors’
line and, as the pressure of the
Tumble pack forced Llandov-
ery back in the mud, Arwel
Davies Eicked up the ball at
the back of the scrum and
dived through the back row to
S —

After a dis
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with several games narrowly lost, Llandovery

were hoping for some success in the Tovali Cup. A runaway win by 44-3 over
Mumbles and a deserved 19-15 win against Kidwelly in mid-week gave the Towy
Valley side the chance on Saturday to earn a semi final tie with Section C side,
Dunvant, but it wasn’t to be as Tumble stormed home in the mud by 12 pts to nil.

Tumble have had a

tremendous league season and
are surely destined for a
league and cup double. No
one has seriously challenged
them in the league since be-

u

score. The dependable Wyn-
ford Lewis converted to give
Tumble a 6-0 interval lead.
This score left the Llandov-
ery supporters in no way de-
spondent since the visitors
now had the _considerable

However, Tumble’s experi-
ence of keeping the game tight
was now seen at its best,

Many times their forwards
combined in mauls that gained
them twenty to thirty yards of
valuable ground into the wind.

" Llandovery’s heavier pack
were coming under increasing
pressure and the absence of
prop Phil Davies was becom-
m%: increasingly significant.

ollowing one maul that
—

Page 19

fore Christmas, so they can
now concentrate on the cup
competition.

In the end, this game was
decided by the considerable
experience and technique of

n ¥ |
Mud, glorious mud...Arwel Davies, the Tumble
captain has just opened the scoring with a fine try

the Tumble pack, and the fact
that a combination of three
games in eight days had
proved too much for Llan-
dovery.

Tumble kicked off with the
wind on their backs on a wet,
miserable afternoon. The
pitch, even before the Kick-off
seemed more suitable for rice
cultivation than a game of
rugby, with a muddy surface
and pools of standing water.

As the game progressed, the
pitch became worse, which
made the Tumble forward play
a deciding factor. Indeed,
occasions like this make
attacking threequarters redun-
dant.

Llandovery in the first half
often had to defend desperate-
ly against the scrum half-back
row play of the home side.
This combination of scrum
half and captain Arwel Davies
and back row forwards Gareth
Davies, “Tonto™ Roberts and
Perris Williams again showed
_itself to be a highly competent

.;"‘

_against very in the Tovali Cup e _on
i Tl oo e o
o —- I;;«r_vm,..k___m.mw. must also be

NEAV. AN DMCHEIUS §

took play to within five metres
of the Llandovery line Tumble
scored their second try. When
a ﬂ)ush-over try seemed prob-
able they worked the ball out
to the blind side and Wynford

. Lewis went over to score and
Lewis converted.

With this try coming mi-’
nutes after Llandovery had
missed two penalty goals the
game was virtually settled, and
as a result Llandovery had to
run their penalties in the hope
of getting back in the game.

umble however are past
masters at defending such a
comfortable lead, and on this
form they will be a difficult
side to beat.

R R ——
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P

Tumble prop Glyn Thomas gathers the ball as Llandovery forwards close in.

brother Geraint looking on approvingly.

(Pic: Alan Richards

.

® Llandovery fly-half Carwyn (Caws) Williams makes mockery of the gluepot
conditions underfoot as he cuts through the middle past three Tumble players with

(Dirs Alan Richarde

es  resumed  between
two founder member
of the Welsh Rugby Un-
a five year gap.

is season has seen a change
¢ for Llandeilo who have
heir section after several
s propping up the other
in section E. During the
they have scored forty or so
and this has rekindled

bly the pick of the forwards.
he backs have been a solid
ive unit who have also
tries — Lloyd Harries has
p player to watch,

dovery on the other hand
had something of a dis-
ting season and are now
d to be relegated to section
0 time, however, have they

een narrowly lost. Failure
games that were within
asp as well as the deduction
league points by the West
Management Committee
sealed their fate.

game was played on a wet,
ternoon with Llandovery
the advantage of the wind.
t immediately Carwyn Wil-
kicked the visitors into a
ey were to hold throughout
me. Within minutes Llan-
were further ahead when
urig Evans crossed under
sts for Williams to convert.

bthis stage Llandovery were
jating the game at forward.
landeilo pack was  being
back yards at the scrums
s made it difficult for the
mbcilo half backs. However a
fge in fortune gave the home
e lift they needed. A rather
ks kick ahead by Llandeilo
un out of defence by the
Prs but a poorly directed pass
Lioyd Harris the chance to
iter attack. The Llandeilo cen-
y kicked the ball up to the
overy line and some poor
sive work gave Harris the

ive years on

LLANDEILO 10 pts., LLANDOVERY 29 pts.
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chance to score and Nick Evans 1
convert.

As often happens the home side
took heart m:g for the next ten to
fifteen minutes came storming
back at the visitors. Peter Jones
playing at number 8 was conspi-
cuous in the loose and Wyn Wil-
liams was making life difficult for
the Llandovery half backs.

Two tries before half time
however virtually decided the
ame. From a scrum near U
ﬁ.landcilo line the home side were
pushed over their line and an
nfringement by their back row
was penalised by a penalty try
whicgc Carwyn Williams con-
verted. The second try was scored
by centre and captain Geraint
Williams following a blind side
movement and Williams con-
verted to give Llandovery a 21-6
half time lead.

As the match developed, the
heavier Llandovery pack was
more than a match for Llandeilo
but defensively centres, Alan
David and Lloyd Harris, dealt
competently with the visitng back
play. Within minutes of the
change over Chris Davies had
scored Llandovery’s fourth ftry
against the head on the Llandeilo
line. The visitors were now domi-«
nant but they showed their inabil-
ity to make their territorial advan-
tage count, and several penalties
near the Llandeilo line came to
nothing. Meanwhile the home side
were guilty of not using their wind
advantage. With the ground be-
coming increasingly heavy and
some of Llandovery's delensive
play at the back rather suspect
[crhaps Nick Evans should have
xicked more for position.

The game ended with two tries
— one to each side that can only
be described as defensive blun-
ders. A long kick downfield was
mishandled by the Llandovery de-
fence, left wing Andrew Davies
then did well to hold on to the
intercepted pass and scored far
out. Within minutes Elfyn k-nl;?i’
replied for Llandovery after]

1

Geraint Williams kicked ahead,
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LLANDOVERY 26, LLANDYBIE 6

~ Llandovery made up for
~the disappointment of
- being relegated from Sec-
tion A with a powerful per-
mance in which the for-
rds were far too strong
Llandybie, and they ran
five tries without regll{.
~Although Llandybie full-
ck Mark Howells had an
tstanding game, he could
y watch as the Llandov-
pack shunted their
nents around the park

on.

the wind behind
Llandovery made
tage count in

T e et o R i . s 2 VPO T AN DD 1 -5 o PP Ay

the first half and after ten
minutes centre Alan Tho-
mas scored the opening try
after a scrum close to the
Llandybie line. Carwyn
Williams converted to
make it 6-0.

Mark Howells pulled the
deficit back to three points
with a superb 40 metre kick
into the wind, but almost
immediately Llandovery hit
back with a deadly double

- strike. David Wigley cros-

sed for a try almost directly
from the kick off after some
excellent interpassing with
Eifion Hughes, and
although the conversion
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Liandovery are the new holders of the C. C. Evans Cup after an emphatic 26-6 victory
over Llandybie at Brynaman on Monday night.

attempt went astray, a third
sﬁote s&on ‘follo:;ed in the
S of a pen try.

ith Llan%eoveg’s more
experienced and heavier
pack shoving relentlessly
towards the Llandybie line
the referee had no option
but to award a penalty try
when Llandybie dived in
illegally to prevent the t
being scored. Carwyn Wil-
liams converted and the
lead was 16-3.

There was a further score
before half time when
Geraint Williams took
advantage of a Llandybie
fumble to touch down after
he had kicked ahead.

Again Williams
added the extra points and
at half-time Llandovery led
by a convincing 19 point

in with centre Alan

Llandovery RFC Team Records 1985-86 wwo2

Thomas the outstanding

Xz 5
- With the wind behind
them Llandybie did well to
hold the Llandovery pack
for much of the second
half, with Mark Howells
once again putting in some
fine kicks from the full-

“back position. It was he

who scored for Llandybie
with a second penalty ten
‘minutes from time, but
Llandovery had the last
wonie with a try from Nigel
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Llandovery R.F.C. show off the C. C. Evans Cup after the emphatic victory over
Llandybie. Pictured are Alan Morgan, Tim Williams, Alan Thomas, Geraint Williams
(capt.), Huw Morgan, Carwyn Williams, Eifion Hughes, Eifion Evans, Wyn Morgan,
Eurig Evans, Wyn Williams, Nigel Clarke, Chris Davies, David Wigley, Elfyn Jenkins, Ian
Jones and Carwyn Hughes.
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TERRITORIALLY the visitors fully deserved their first win
of the season, but the result was in doubt right up until the

Llandovery RFC Team Records 1985-86 wwo2
Courtesy Wyn Williams

final whistle.

Ystalyfera dominated the line-
outs with second row forwards
Des Thomas and John Myers in
tremendous form but it was Llan-
dovery who were the better
scrummagers often pushing the
home pack yards back towards
their own line.

Poor handling, however let the
visitors down, and it was a drop
goal by Eifion Hughes midwa
through the second half whic
gave Llandovery the decisive lead.

Llandovery, playing up the
slope and into the wind scored the
first try after 25 minutes.

The movement began well in
their own territory with scrum half
Can\g'n Williams cleverly moving
round the blind side and feeding
left wing Eirian Jones.

A mazy run took the winger into
the Ystalyfera 22 before a forward

ass brought Llandovery to a halt.

he home side’s half backs failed
to clear from the ensuing scrum
and following a ruck Elfyn Jenkins
went over in the corner.

But Ystalyfera came right back
into the game and on the stroke of
half-time took the lead.

Outside half Noir James kicked
into space behind the Llandovery
threequarters, the ball was hacked
on and wing Huw Perry won the

O S

Llandovery’s followers were
confident that their side could take
full advantage of the wind and
slope in the second half but mis-
handling and poor control pro-
ceeded to let the visitors down.

They failed to capitalise on their
forward power when several times
they had scrums near the Ystaly-
fera line.

When the ball was moved out
vital passes went to ground, and it
was full back Hughes, fielding a
kick ahead who ended the stale-
mate with a drop goal.

That, and a Carwyn Williams
penaltg' were the only scores of the
second half. :

So while Ystalyfera slipped to
their second narrow defeat, Llan-
dovery remain unbeaten. It was an
encouraging forward performance
from them, and the return of Elfyn
Jenkins to the back row provided
extra pace.

No. 8 Chris Davies was also
conspicuous in the loose and exer-
cised control at the rear of the
scrum, while Ian Coldwell at loose
héad prop scrummaged effec-
tively.

On Saturday Llandover

y Aface a

_tough trip to Waunarl in the
Schweppes Cup while Ystalyfera
tackle Alltwen in the same cc
petition.

S
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<

rugby.

The visitors scored four tries in
seven minutes in an amazing
second half spell, and grabbed six
second half tries in all to turn the
match on its head.

It was a marvellous team per-
formance all round, right through
from prop Phil Davies who scored
two tries against his former club,
to full back Geraint Williams re-
turning after injury.

But the first half gave no indica-
tion of what was to follow. Waun
dominated the early exchanges —
time after time their pack surged
powerfully upfield and Llandovery
were forced to defend desperately.

But despite the charges of full
back Gary Howells, Waun seemed
to lack ideas in the back division
and it was the visitors who drew
first blood.

Following a run from wing Fim
Williams, Llandovery won a
_scrum, and when the ball was fed
~out Alun Thomas made a break to
score unoposed Carwyvn Williams

| SRALY

converted a- a

Waunarlwydd 12, Llandovery 39

LLANDOVERY gave without doubt the performance of the
day on Saturday as they crushed Section A side Waunarlwy:dd
on their own ground with a devastating display of running

and with John Vickery kicking two
penalties for Waun, the visitors
led 9-6 at half time. Waunarlwydd
immediately went on the offensive
after the break and took the lead
when Gary Howells produced an
overlap for Steve Vickery to score.
His brother John converted to |
make it 12-9.

A betting man would have back-
ed the home side to go on and win
it at that stage — but no-one could

have foreseen what was to follow, *

Out of the blue Llandovery |
went on an amazing scoring spree
that left poor Waun in tatters. ©

Ironically it was former Waun
player Phil Davies who started it l
all.

Finding himself in possession 30 |
metres out the prop went on a run
that would have been a credit to a
centre to score near the posts.
Williams converted.

Within a minute centre Huw
Thomas scored under the posts
and before Waun knew what had

hit them, Alun Thomas went over | |

for his second try.

Moments later Waun got in a
dreadful mess trying to pass the
ball behind their own line and
Kline Morris pounced to score.

In a memorable eight minute
spell Llandovery had moved from
12-9 down to lead 29-12 and the tie
was all but settled.

But there was more to follow as
Phil Davies went on another ex-
traordinary run down the line to
touch down, before Elfyn Jenkins
scored Llandovery’s seventh try of
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estrovyers!

Llandovery on the rampage

the afternoon.

Carwyn Williams converted
four of the tries.

In a nutshell it was a magnifi-
cent team show from the visitors
with special credit going to Huw
Thomas in the centre who has
worked hard on his game over the
past year, new boy Kline Morris in
the back row, and the evergreen
Noel Page.

* For the loyal band of Llandov-
ery suj 1S it was a perform-
ance never to be forgotten.




Llandovery 20, New Dock Stars 0

LLANDOVERY’S marvellous start to the season con-
tinued on Saturday with a convincing victory over New
Dock Stars and even at this early stage of the campaign they
look well equipped to bounce back to Section A at the first
attempt.

It was the attacking flair of the home side’s backs that was the
difference between the two sides.

As a unit the Llandovery threequarters combined well in attack
and a variety of moves kept their opponents guessing. The return
of full back and captain Geraint Williams has given the back
division a real boost.

The New Dock forwards however did give a good account of
themselves. Interpassing amongst their heavier pack was often
icult to stop, but then movements tended to be across the field
?nd No. 8 Chris Davies’ tackling and covering became a vital
actor. -

Davies who played for Carmarthenshire Under 23s in midweek
had an outstanding game in defence.

It was at the line-outs that New Dock were aj their most
dominant; Second rows John Jenkins and Tony Antoniazzi gave
their side a virtually uninterrupted supply of good ball throughout
the afternoon.

Llandovery were supreme in the set scrums and managed to
push their heavier opponents on several occasions.

Within minutes of the start Llandovery’s scrummaging power

under the New Dock posts paid dividends.
UNTIDY
The visitors failed to deal with an untidy heel, Elfyn Jenkins
pounced on the loose ball and Huw Thomas up in support was
stopped a metre from the line.

Thomas laid the ball back for Eifion Hughes to feed Tim

Williams who scored in the corner. .
Williams. was again in the action ten minutes-lat€r when he
scored the second try. -
A high up and under by scrum half Eifion Hughes left the
“Stars’ defence in all sorts of trouble. Alun Thomas gathered the
ball and released Williams on a run that took him past several
defenders to score an excellent try.

Stuart Pearce (brother of former Scarlet Gary) playing his first
game for New Dock missed a reasonably straignt forward
opportunity to reduce the arrears with a penalty just before half
time.

Two minutes into the second half Alun Thomas made the game
safe for Llandovery.

Following an ill-directed fly kick, the home side gained
possession. The ball was moved out to the right by the brothers
William and Huw Morgan beat his man to give Alun Thomas a
scoring pass.

Thomas’ second try midway through the second half was one of
the best seen at Llandovery recently.

From inside his own half Geraint Williams opened up play
down the left hand side. The move was continued by Tim
Williams who passed inside to Thomas 30 metres out.

Thomas’ electrifying burst took him past several bewildered
defenders and he went over under the posts. Carwyn Williams
converted both tries.

—-The-next two weeks will be crucial for Llandovery,
with an away fixture at top-of-the-table Carmarth
Saturday. 1
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The old one-two! Llandovery’s Tim Williams helps his side

: to a comfortable victory on Saturday with two tries.
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AFTER getting the better of

| the first half Pontarddulais ran

out of steam in the second and
were fortunate not to lose more
heavily.

Territorially and tactically the
’Bont were on top in the opening
stages, and were deservedly ahead
at half time.

Llandovery were stronger in the
scrums and Ian Jones won decent
lineout ball, but in the loose the

| home side were superior and used

the ball intelligently to release their
backs.

Scrum half Graham Alexander
was always dangerous and full
back Alun Roberts ran strongly
with his threequarters.

The visitors were guilty of some

. basic handling errors, and Kicks

were poorly directed. Consequent-
ly good attacking opportunities
were wasted.

But what a change in the second |

half! *Bont rarely managed to force
their way out of their own half and
for long perivds they were forced
to defend desperately.

On a glorious autumn afternoon
both sides immediately showed
they intended to run the ball.

Pontarddulais made good use of '

| some poor Llandovery kicking to

P e i, i S

set up dangerous attacking posi-
tions but it was the visitors who
were the first to score.

After a passing movement in- ;

volving most of the team the ball

came back to Huw Thomas whose '

inside pass gave Elfyn Jenkins an
opportunity to score in the corner.

The score seemed to galvanise |
the 'Bont into action. Full back |
Roberts broke through the middle |

and Darren Jenkins was only stop-
ped a yard from the line.

From the scrum Alexander
spread the ball along the line and
when full back Roberts came into
the line left wing John Goss was

| left to score virtually unopposed.

Within minutes Pontarddulais
took the lead after some very slack
defence by Llandovery. From fully
80 metres out Graham Alexander
broke through the lineout, kicked
ahead and scored an excellent

’Bont had the sun on their backs
in the second half but they were a
spent force and gradually Llandov-
‘ery moved ahead to win the game
‘rather comfortably with three
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- Llandovery 27
Carmarthen Ath. 3

- LLANDOVERY leapt to the
top of Section B of the West
| Wales Rugby Union thanks to
a crushing second half display
which brought them five tries.

The game was won and lost in
Athletic’s inability to take advan- |
tage of the wind in the first half —
they had plenty of possession but
squandered it with some aimless
kicking and indecisive running.

The dangerous Mike Owens on
the wing hardly received a decent
pass all afternoon, and when hook-
er Mike Morris had to leave the
field injured their flow of posses-
sion dried up.

Gradually Llandovery took con-
trol in the loose, but at half-time it
was 3-3 with penalties from Car-
wyn Williams and Robbie James.

After the break it was one-way
traffic. Chris Davies charged down
an attempted clearance Kick and
from the five yard scrum that
followed No. 8 Nigel Clarke gave a
scoring pass to scrum half Eifion
Hughes on the blind side. Carwyn
Williams converted.

Minutes later the game was all
but wrapped up for Llandovery
when Huw Thomas scored follow-
ing a ruck close to the Carmarthen
line.

Shortly afterwards a driving run
from Nigel Clarke set up a try for
flanker Elfyn Jenkins, and
although Carmarthen put together
one or two neat passing move-
ments, Llandovery had the last
word with two further tries.

Centre Alun Thomas got the
first after Athletic scrum half
Simon Rogers had failed to clear
and then Noel Page added another
in injury time which Geraint Wil-
liams converted.

Both sides are in Schweppes Cup
| on Saturday — Llandovery
M (r.‘“bﬂr:b

- at home to Crou
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Wanderers are next

Trimsaran 0
Llandovery 26

CUP fever has once again
gripped Llandovery — the
West Wales Section B pace-
setters confidently brushed
aside the challenge of Trim-
saran on Saturday to earn a
plum Schweppes Cup second
round tie at home to Glamor-
gan Wanderers on December
20th.

Another outstanding perform-
ance from their heavyweight
pack paved the way for victory,
and you can be sure that the

Ao s

 a five y

; Mm’ .
There S no stoppm Llandovery flanker Chris Dawes as he forces I'IIS sxde s second try
scrum.

Llandovery eight will pose many
a problem for their first class
visitors in the second round.
The game was effectively won
and lost in the first half when
Trimsaran, with the advantage
of the wind and the slope failed
to score. It was Llandovery who
changed over in the lead and
they went on to completely
dominate the second half.
Trimsaran however never
gave up with Simon James the
pick of their forwards and right
wing Tyrone Hughes a tireless
tackler. On several occasions
Hughes prevented Llandovery
scoring further tries and his sterl-
ing work kept his side in the

.

B g,
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game in the first half.

Llandovery won the toss and
elected to play into the wind and
up the slope but within minutes
they were ahead. Alun Thomas
split the Trimsaran defence with
a devastating break down the
middle and followed up his kick
ahead to score.

That was the way it stayed
until half-time, and with the
clements in their favour Llan-
dovery took control in the
second half.

Outside half Carwyn Williams
put the Trimsaran defence under
pressure with some high up-and-
unders and from a scrum ﬁve
metres out Chris Davies picked
up and scored.

Minutes later a mismove in
the centre saw full back Geraint
Williams running through to
score.

Brother Carwyn converted
and added a penalty goal ten
minutes later.

Carwyn Williams increased
the lead with a drop goal, before
Llandovery wrapped it up with
the best try of the game.

Following some powerful
scrummaging the ball was moved
quickly out to Alun Thomas,
and the centre once again broke
through to score near the posts.
Carwyn Williams converted.

All in all ‘it was a good team
effort by Llandovery but at for-
ward Chris Davies and Nigel

Clarke were especially promin-
entand ¢éntre Alun Thomas was
the best attacker on view. Bring
on the Wanderers!

_
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- does justice

Llandovery 26
Ystalyfera 9

FIVE tries without reply in-
dicate a comprehensive vic-

tory, but Ystalyfera, fresh_
from their annihilation of Car- |
marthen the week before, were *

_ in contention until well into the

[ 'second half.

‘prevented Section B leaders I
‘dovery from wrapping the g

'up much earlier, and if it hadn’t |
‘been for one magnificent tackle !

from Alun Thomas on visiting

wing Noir James following an in- |
terception in the second half, |
Ystalyfera would even have come |

within a single point of Llan-
dovery.

before racing in from 25 yards and |
Tim Williams scored the bcst.:a‘
e

of the game right on
whistle.

It was only in the closing stages |

that the home side emphasised
their superiority with a burst of
scoring. x

Once again the Llandovery
' eight were dominant — they
scrummaged solidly, Ian Jones
controlled the lineouts and the
back row of Nigel Clarke, Elfyn
Jenkins and Chris Davies were

everywhere. No. 8 Clarke’s two |
tries were a fair reflection of his |

efforts.

kicking penalties. >
Llandovery replied midway
| through the half when Clarke

score with Carwyn Williams con-
verting. They went in front five
minutes after the interval

Clarke’s second try. again con- ;

verted by Williams.

Within ten minutes of the start,
Ystalyfera, with a strong wind |
behind them were six points in |
front — Meyers and Perry both |

picked up at the back of a scrum to |

AL iy

SECTION B leaders Lla
dovery seemed to have thg
minds fixed on next Saturday
big cup clash and they we
fortunate to escape with a poil
after a lack-lustre displ
against the ’Bont.
landovery dominated the fi
t in a dramatic about-t

S

Huw Perry brought Ystalyfera |

back into the game with a penalty |

and the visitors were looking |

dangerous.

But scrum half Eifion Hughes |

ored an

ne and failed to clear.
&s in injury time gave the
2 a respectable look.

organ gathered a loose

opportunist try when =
, heeled the ball over |

‘the front of the lineout
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New Dock Stars 10
Llandovery 10

NEW DOCK could thank
their lucky stars for the point
they took from this top-of-the-
table Section B game.

They were completely outplayed
in the set pieces by a formidable
Llandovery pack — and that’s
quite a feather in the league lead-

“ers’ cap. Only a couple of weeks

ago the New Dock eight held their
own against the formidable Neath
scrummaging  machine in the

- Schweppes Cup.

Llandovery took half a dozen
strikes against the head while in
the lineouts Ian Jones was sup-
reme.

Both sides began at a cracking
pace and after Llandovery had
missed two kicks at goal New Dock
went three points in front with an
Adrian Stuart penalty.

Llandovery could feel aggrieved
at falling behind after having so
much of the early play, but they
were soon in the lead. Carwyn

1

Williams chipped into space and |
after good work by Alun Thomas |
and wing Huw Morgan No. 8 Nigel f'

Clarke scored a try.
Williams’ conversion put the

league leaders 6-3 in front at half- |

time.

The second half began prom-
isingly for Llandovery with Huw
Morgan grabbing a second try.
Following a scrum 30 metres out
No. 8 Clarke and scrum half Eifion

Hughes combined to put Morgan |

over.
For long periods New Dock were
pinned back and Clarke and
Hughes both went close to increas-
ing the lead. But the home side
were frequently rescued by some
long Adrian Stuart kicks.
Llandovery were then rocked
back on their heels as the home
side threw caution to the wind and

e tries. It could |
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Classy Carwyn

- Llandovery 31, Carmarthen 20
AN OUTSTANDING points scoring display by Llandovery
_ outside-half Carwyn Williams gave the home side victory overi
the Quins. 1
~ After Williams had opened the drop-out from the re-start was

” wonng through a dropped goal, picked up by pro Cp Phil Dav:eswho
and Quins centre Anthony passed on to Chris Davies and

ml swopped penalties before when he was tackled, Carwyn
Phil Davies t%[:xchgd down for the Williams was inevitably on hand to
first try of the game, converted by

Williams.

)

dive over for a try which he
converted. §

Despite the game being vu‘tu@%
over as a contest by this ti
Carmarthen, to their credit, never
gave up and their pressure was
rewarded with a consolation try by
left wing Colin James.

Just on half-time Carmarthen
* hit back through a Nigel Langdon
try. And they continued their re-
“vival in the second half with Dra-
goni answering another Williams
penalty with two successful
. attempts of his own. ke

But then came the turning point
of the match when Llandovery
~ scrum-half Eifion Hughes went
| ovar from close range. A poor |

| eérly . let 1t slip

SECTION B leaders Llan-
dovery seemed to have their
minds fixed on next Saturday’s
big cup clash and they were
fortunate to escape with a point
after a lack-lustre display
against the 'Bont.

Llandovery dominated the first
half but in a dramatic about-turn
Pontarddulais spent most of the
second half in their opponents’ 22
and only some desperate Llandov-
ery defence stopped them from
scoring.

Scrum half Graham. A
was the man who pose

problems with his darting runs and
accurate Kicks, while prop Huw
Roberts was also conspicuous with
some charging runs from the back
of the line-outs.

Llandovery 9
Pontarddulais 9

But all in all Llandovery were
held up simply because, for once,
they were matched up front by the
’Bont eight.

The game began with Llandov-
ery comfortably in control, and
after a couple of misses Carwyn

Williams kicked the home side into
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the lead with a penalty following a
line-out offence.

That lead was increased to 9-0
before half-time when Elfyn Jenk-
ins was pushed over the 'Bont line
following a maul, with Williams
adding the extra points.

But the second half was almost a
direct reversal of the first with the
'Bont continually on the offensive.
Early in the half Steve Bowling
reduced the arrears with a penalty
but Llandovery held out until five
minutes from time.

From a scrum ten metres out,
outside half Bowling dummied his
way over under the posts, and
Gary Rlchards’ conversion levelled
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Llandovery 19, VLoughor 9

| THIS top of the table clash was a triumph for the Williams’

{ of Llandovery. The nineteen points were all scored by the

" Williams’ — left wing Tim scoring two tries, second row Wyn

{'a third try and outside half Carwyn adding two conversions
and a penalty. i

i Loughor on their first visit to Llandovery for many a year could
gignly reply with three penalty goals, but the result was in doubt up
| t'llt_ll lthe final Llandovery try scored ten minutes before the final
[whistle.

4 Loughor. led by the former Llanelli scrum half Selwyn Williams
ishowed themselves capable of open rugby.

_ Gareth Banfield was the instigator of several promising moves in
{the centre and Williams showed his class with the quality of his
[passing.

i Right from the start, right wing Geoff Mills showed good
{footballing sense and was a danger to the Llandovery defence all
\afternoon.

i At forward the Loughor back-row was prominent and none did
{better than No. 8 Steve Howells whose driving runs was a source of

spiration to his team. ¥

| Both sides showed their intentions to play open attacking rugby
‘and after ten minutes the home side went ahead.

N0 g 158 .m??}‘ﬁ-”w«h

reg .

Llandovery RFC Team Records 1985-86 wwo2

Courtesy Wyn Williams

e SR RO e e ] ]
Llandovery gained possession on the half-way line and E
Jenkins drove forward committing the Loughor defence. The m
was carried on by Kline Morris before Tim Williams crossed the li
Carwyn Williams converted. b
Loughor came right back into the game and outside half Huw
James reduced the arrears with a penalty. R
But it was Llandovery who looked the more dangerous and
magnificent three-quarter move was only held up by a forward
But right on half-time, from an indirect penalty Carwyn Willian
hoisted an ‘up and under’ right onto the visitors line. The ball was
taken by Chris Davies and his pass put second row Wyn Willi
over. Carwyn Williams converted. .
The second half began with Loughor dominating. The
suddenly went Loughor’s way and within minutes Gareth B
reduced the arrears with a penalty. »
Carwyn Williams kicked a penalty goal for Llandovery, bu
Banfield replied with a penalty. P
The game was finally sealed with Llandovery’s third try. Full b
Geraint Williams opened up play from a Loughor kick ahead,
Williams handed on to centre Alun Thomas on the half-way line
a glorious outside break took the centre right up to the Loughot
His pass to Tim Williams saw the winger juggle the ball and score
decisive try. g
This victory stretches Llandovery’s lead at the top of Sectio
with only one home game remaining there are several difficult awa
matches remaining before the league championship is decided.
The return game at Loughor could well decide the
championship.
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