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Back in top flight

PICTURED left are the
vistorious Llandovery side after
- they had beaten Burry Port
22-7 to bounce back into Sec-
tion A of the West Wales Rugby
Union just a year after being
relegated.

. The difference between the

two teams was Llandovery’s
powerful scrummaging and
their first two tries both came
from five yard scrums.

Eifion Hughes and lan Jones
were the scorers after they had
been fed by No. 8 Nigel Clarke.

A splendid move invelving
Chris Davies, Eifion H
# and Geraint Williams r
in a try for wing Tim Williams,
and the fourth try fell to Car-
wyn Williams following a heel
against the head. Carwyn also
converted three times.

Burry Port’s points came via|
a Steve Ruddall penalty and a
@ late try from scrum half
# Anthony Rees.

Rusty Llandovery -
sent tumbling

Mumbles 10, Llandovery 3 but Mumbles took a first half lead

courtesy of a Richard Greenwood

LACK of match practice over the last three weeks left try converted by Gravelle. Green-
Llandovery struggling for the last quarter of the match and wood charged down a drop-out ﬂ

" Mumbles were able to take control and secure their place in score an opportunist "8’

the next round of the cup.

It was a game that Llandovery
could have won — they did every-
thing but cross the Mumbles line
towards the end of the first half

| when they trailed 6-3 — but on
balance the home side just about
deserved the victory.

/For once Llandovery were
oeeond best in the lineouts where
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former Glamorgan Wanderers
man John Davies excelled for
Mumbles and with such a stead
supply of possession fly half Phil
Gravelle was able to keep Llan-
dovery pinned back with some
accurate punts.

Llandovery went ahead when
Carwyn Williams kicked a penalty

Pagle

The visitors looked well placed
with the wind at their backs in the
second half, but despite the efforts
of Nigel Clarke up front they
failed to take advanta@

They lost Chris Davnu_tluough
injury and simply ran out of steam
in the last 20 minutes.

The clinching t cahe wln-
Mumbles scrum half Simon E
made a blindside break and
Longdon went over in the

Llandovery can now 'concen-
trate on making a bid for the
championship ttle. A poinf at
Hendy on Saturday will give them
the Section B crown and put them
into the play-offs, the draw for
which was made yesterday
(Wednesday).
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Llandovery and
Amman take

Section titles

Loughor 7, Llandovery 10

VICTORY for Llandovery brought them the Section B title
on Saturday, but for Loughor their season could be turning

sour right at the death.

Just a few weeks ago Loughor
looked well set for promotion, but
a string of defeats has pushed them
into the danger zone, and if they
lose at Carmarthen in their final
game of the campaign they could
well be relegated just a year after
coming up from Section C.

But Saturday’s game could have
gone either way — thanks to some
excellent tactical kicking from
Frazer Lloyd and a series of long
touch finders from full back Kevin
Lewis Loughor were in contention
right up until the final whistle.

EXCELLENT

Llandovery dominated the line-
outs courtesy of some excellent
Jumping from Wyn Williams, but
the Loughor pack were always
quick to pounce on any untidy
possession, and No. 8 Steve
Howells and flanker Roy Clarke
were constantly in the thick of the
action.

Llandovery took the lead early
on when Carwyn Williams slotted
two penalties, the first from fully
40 metres, and although Loughor

their chances, Gareth Banfield
Was unable to match the accuracy
of Williams.
_Loughor, however came back
strongly towards the end of the
first half and following a scrum

close to the Llandovery line outside
half Frazer Lloyd made a break-on
the blindside to score a fine try.
Unfortunately for Loughor the
conversion attempt bounced back
of the upright.

Right on half time Llandovery
scored one of their best tries of the
season. The move began well inside
their own half, and after a series of
probing runs and some neat inter-
passing Wyn Williams broke
through several tackles to score.

PENALTY 5
So Llandovery lead 10-4 at the
turn-round but minutes after the’

restart had reduced the
deficit to three points with a second
penalty

The home side then pressed for
much of the second half but lacked
the spark to break down a s#
Llandovery defence. The visitors®
scrummaging remained steady and |
hooker Wyn Morgan took several
strikes against the head to ease the
pressue. T

Llandovery now have a real
chance of -reaching the cham-
pionship final at Stradey Park in
April. In the semi-final they will
meet the winners of Section D
(Amman Utd.) versus Section E
clash (Tonna or Bynea). sl
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Carmarthen Athletic 15, Llandove;'y 0

NEEDING:to win against the champions
to survive in Section B of the West
Wales League next year, the Athletic
produced their best performance of the

. two-try hero Simon Rogers heads for
Pictures: Ralph Carpenter.

TH'S weekao

season before a partisan home crowd.
The Reds could not have wished for a better

start as they

A cohesive forward drive
against a heavier visiting
eight enabled scrum half
Simon Rogers to touch down
for the push over try. Robbie
Jones added the extra points
with an angled conversion
into the strong wind.

Richard Lewis’s pack con-
tinued to dominate throughout
the half with Keith Jones and
Anthony Bassett winning
impressive line-out ball, for
half backs Rogers and Mike
Owens to kick down the
touchline.

Another attempt at a push-
over try resulted in a Llandov-
ery player infringing and
Robbie Jones - kicked the

-v
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immediately pressurised the
Llandovery line forcing a five metre scrum.

penalty for a comfortable
nine point interval lead.

In the second half the
expected Llandovery onslaught
was_ countered by crunching
tackling from centres Carwyn
Harries and Robbie Jones,
and good covering by wingers
Jonathan Lewis and Rhodri
Lewis.

Full back Anthony Maynard

had another solid game.
Strikes
Michael Morris took six

strikes against the head in
the scrums with the help of
props Rick Stone and Richard
Lewis, whilst the back row of
Meredydd Davies, Malcolm
Morse and number eight
Malcolm Lennard was ontr
standing.

The game was made safe
with another push-over try,
this time on a Llandovery
putin, and the scorer ill‘
once again Simon Rogers. |

Another magnificent touch- 4
line conversion by Jones
wrapped up a good afternoon’s |

work for his team.
—

LLANGENNECH are |
convincing 22-10 defeat d

Llandovery found the nmzen-

. nech threequarters in oulslandmg

Mark Doran, Iwan Hunt
Alwyn Bowen all scol
tries, and the reliable boot o
D Clement converting lwo
and kicking two penalties. Llan- |
cry’s“;l)omts came from two g
lliams penalties and a

Wllllams try.

form,

W

ming for_cup

were the shoek team
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" Champions falter

Carmarthen Ath. 15 Llandovery 0 ;

o
LLANDOVERY's league with a far greater determination fron { -
V t row, Llandovery failed to|
promgramme ended on a dis- and were fuﬁ value for a win which compete in allapha:;sryof ﬁw‘s
a'll;)pomtm note against a Carmar- sees them remain in section ‘B’. play. They went behind after ten”
then Athletic team who played ~ With a very much makeshift minutes when scrum ha

[ R; .c;s‘—wa; able to dive ove a
pus%mv:: try wh I.'%
converted.

James was to increase the lead
just before half time with a

The Carmarthen pack con-
tinued to play with rigorous deter-
thi the

‘ 'scored what was a vi
carbon copy of his first half

The Athletic are now seemingl
on the crest of wave, and approac!
their semi-final confrontation with
Bonymaen with increasing confi-
dence.
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Stradey bound
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® LLANDOVERY, pictured after the 15-0 victory over Bynea on
carried them through to the West Wales Championship Final at Stradey H!
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