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Back in top flight

PICTURED left are the
vistorious Llandovery side after
- they had beaten Burry Port
22-7 to bounce back into Sec-
tion A of the West Wales Rugby
Union just a year after being
relegated.

. The difference between the

two teams was Llandovery’s
powerful scrummaging and
their first two tries both came
from five yard scrums.

Eifion Hughes and lan Jones
were the scorers after they had
been fed by No. 8 Nigel Clarke.

A splendid move invelving
Chris Davies, Eifion H
# and Geraint Williams r
in a try for wing Tim Williams,
and the fourth try fell to Car-
wyn Williams following a heel
against the head. Carwyn also
converted three times.

Burry Port’s points came via|
a Steve Ruddall penalty and a
@ late try from scrum half
# Anthony Rees.

Rusty Llandovery -
sent tumbling

Mumbles 10, Llandovery 3 but Mumbles took a first half lead

courtesy of a Richard Greenwood

LACK of match practice over the last three weeks left try converted by Gravelle. Green-
Llandovery struggling for the last quarter of the match and wood charged down a drop-out ﬂ

" Mumbles were able to take control and secure their place in score an opportunist "8’

the next round of the cup.

It was a game that Llandovery
could have won — they did every-
thing but cross the Mumbles line
towards the end of the first half

| when they trailed 6-3 — but on
balance the home side just about
deserved the victory.

/For once Llandovery were
oeeond best in the lineouts where
}""ﬂ\l’"lk‘
I»' ." :

l,

5.0 "

dt?"ﬂ

..A;

former Glamorgan Wanderers
man John Davies excelled for
Mumbles and with such a stead
supply of possession fly half Phil
Gravelle was able to keep Llan-
dovery pinned back with some
accurate punts.

Llandovery went ahead when
Carwyn Williams kicked a penalty
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The visitors looked well placed
with the wind at their backs in the
second half, but despite the efforts
of Nigel Clarke up front they
failed to take advanta@

They lost Chris Davnu_tluough
injury and simply ran out of steam
in the last 20 minutes.

The clinching t cahe wln-
Mumbles scrum half Simon E
made a blindside break and
Longdon went over in the

Llandovery can now 'concen-
trate on making a bid for the
championship ttle. A poinf at
Hendy on Saturday will give them
the Section B crown and put them
into the play-offs, the draw for
which was made yesterday
(Wednesday).
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Llandovery and
Amman take

Section titles

Loughor 7, Llandovery 10

VICTORY for Llandovery brought them the Section B title
on Saturday, but for Loughor their season could be turning

sour right at the death.

Just a few weeks ago Loughor
looked well set for promotion, but
a string of defeats has pushed them
into the danger zone, and if they
lose at Carmarthen in their final
game of the campaign they could
well be relegated just a year after
coming up from Section C.

But Saturday’s game could have
gone either way — thanks to some
excellent tactical kicking from
Frazer Lloyd and a series of long
touch finders from full back Kevin
Lewis Loughor were in contention
right up until the final whistle.

EXCELLENT

Llandovery dominated the line-
outs courtesy of some excellent
Jumping from Wyn Williams, but
the Loughor pack were always
quick to pounce on any untidy
possession, and No. 8 Steve
Howells and flanker Roy Clarke
were constantly in the thick of the
action.

Llandovery took the lead early
on when Carwyn Williams slotted
two penalties, the first from fully
40 metres, and although Loughor

their chances, Gareth Banfield
Was unable to match the accuracy
of Williams.
_Loughor, however came back
strongly towards the end of the
first half and following a scrum

close to the Llandovery line outside
half Frazer Lloyd made a break-on
the blindside to score a fine try.
Unfortunately for Loughor the
conversion attempt bounced back
of the upright.

Right on half time Llandovery
scored one of their best tries of the
season. The move began well inside
their own half, and after a series of
probing runs and some neat inter-
passing Wyn Williams broke
through several tackles to score.

PENALTY 5
So Llandovery lead 10-4 at the
turn-round but minutes after the’

restart had reduced the
deficit to three points with a second
penalty

The home side then pressed for
much of the second half but lacked
the spark to break down a s#
Llandovery defence. The visitors®
scrummaging remained steady and |
hooker Wyn Morgan took several
strikes against the head to ease the
pressue. T

Llandovery now have a real
chance of -reaching the cham-
pionship final at Stradey Park in
April. In the semi-final they will
meet the winners of Section D
(Amman Utd.) versus Section E
clash (Tonna or Bynea). sl
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Carmarthen Athletic 15, Llandove;'y 0

NEEDING:to win against the champions
to survive in Section B of the West
Wales League next year, the Athletic
produced their best performance of the

. two-try hero Simon Rogers heads for
Pictures: Ralph Carpenter.

TH'S weekao

season before a partisan home crowd.
The Reds could not have wished for a better

start as they

A cohesive forward drive
against a heavier visiting
eight enabled scrum half
Simon Rogers to touch down
for the push over try. Robbie
Jones added the extra points
with an angled conversion
into the strong wind.

Richard Lewis’s pack con-
tinued to dominate throughout
the half with Keith Jones and
Anthony Bassett winning
impressive line-out ball, for
half backs Rogers and Mike
Owens to kick down the
touchline.

Another attempt at a push-
over try resulted in a Llandov-
ery player infringing and
Robbie Jones - kicked the

-v
il
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immediately pressurised the
Llandovery line forcing a five metre scrum.

penalty for a comfortable
nine point interval lead.

In the second half the
expected Llandovery onslaught
was_ countered by crunching
tackling from centres Carwyn
Harries and Robbie Jones,
and good covering by wingers
Jonathan Lewis and Rhodri
Lewis.

Full back Anthony Maynard

had another solid game.
Strikes
Michael Morris took six

strikes against the head in
the scrums with the help of
props Rick Stone and Richard
Lewis, whilst the back row of
Meredydd Davies, Malcolm
Morse and number eight
Malcolm Lennard was ontr
standing.

The game was made safe
with another push-over try,
this time on a Llandovery
putin, and the scorer ill‘
once again Simon Rogers. |

Another magnificent touch- 4
line conversion by Jones
wrapped up a good afternoon’s |

work for his team.
—

LLANGENNECH are |
convincing 22-10 defeat d

Llandovery found the nmzen-

. nech threequarters in oulslandmg

Mark Doran, Iwan Hunt
Alwyn Bowen all scol
tries, and the reliable boot o
D Clement converting lwo
and kicking two penalties. Llan- |
cry’s“;l)omts came from two g
lliams penalties and a

Wllllams try.

form,

W

ming for_cup

were the shoek team
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Champions falter

Carmarthen Ath. 15 Llandovery 0 E,..

LLANDOVERY's league with a far greater determination front row, Llandovery failéd to
promgramme ended on a dis- and were full value for a win which compete in all phases of iotvﬁ
appointing note against a Carmar- sees them remain in section ‘B’. play. They went behind after tem”
then Athletic team who played ~ With a very much makeshift minutes when scrum half (

Roscrs was able to dive ovﬁ g.a
p

converted.

James was to increase the lead
just before half time with a
pay. T

The ('urmarlll:en pack” con-
tinued to play with rigorous deter-
g through the

carbon copy of his first half effort

The Athletic are now seemingl
on the crest of wave, and approach |
their semi-final confrontation with
Bonymaen with increasing confi-
dence.

e L T PR

® LLANDOVERY, pictured after the 15-0 victory over Bynea on dea; #
carried them through to the West Wales Championship Final at Park.
Page 4
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7 Llandovery 15

/  Bynea 0

/

SECTION B champions
Llandovery made sure of their
place in the West Wales Cham-
pionship Final on Monday
night when they overcame sec-
tion E winners Bynea at Cef-
neithin. :

B had ho to continue
wheyr:e:hey left omn last week’s
preliminary semi-final victory over
Amman Utd, but Llandovery, de-
spite being without key men Car-
wyn Williams, Tim Williams and
Dai Thomas did just enough to

ueeze home. %
~Bynen h the st plaver o the

but all too often he lacked support.

DISAPPOINTING

Al in all however it was
| disappointing semi-final wltl.a
il Very quite content to do the
- bare minimum — the second half
in particular deteriorated into a
slow, uninspiring forward grind.
The only excitement of note
came in 12 minutes when Liandoy-
ery scored an excellent opening

r _ Elfyn Jenkins, Llandovery’s best
- palyer on the night picked up a
Tlooseh ball fr:m a line out,
omas made a lightn break
through the Bynea coverh;‘;nd Huw |
Thomas was able to take the scor-
By e
: t Williams, handed the
kicking duties in the ’nbsence of the
| injured Carwyn Williams made no
§mlstake with the conversion.

| PENETRATION

Bynea contested well up fi
with Dai Mathias and Peul:r 'l"::f
{mas showing strongly, but apart
from David Richards they didn’t
(have the penetration behind the =
*Lhd ‘ ‘
ndovery’s second try fel

'Nigel Clarke following a :zon l“::
.out close to the Bynea line, con-
\verted by Williams, and Williams
{then wrapped it up with a penalty,

B
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By Ian Davies

NOT EVEN the premature
departure of key fly-half
Carwyn Williams with a first
‘half injury could prevent
Llandovery from winning the
West Wales RU (Welsh Brewers
| championship title for the
first time.

They beat Section A king-
pins Vardre 12-7 in an evenly
contested Final at Stradey
Park, Llanelli.

With the teams locked at 4-4
with eight minutes to go the
final looked to be heading for
extra time, but Llandovery
No.8 Nigel Clarke had other
ideas. The outstanding Clarke
broke away from a five yard

scrum to send scrum-half
Eifion Hughes over for a well
worked try.

Although Vardre hit back
almost immediately with a

huge 50 yard penalty goal
| from Welsh Schools senior

squad fly-half Jamie Richards,
I Llandovery wrapped up the

“Liando

title with a third try from lock
Wyn Williams after being fed
by deputy fly-half Alan
Morgan.

Corner try

Llandovery scored first with
a corner try by flanker Elfin
Jenkins, only for Vardre to
level matters with a similar
effort from prop Malcolm
Perkins.

It can’t be denied that
Vardre were unfortunate to
see flanker Martin Probert
drop the ball with the line at
his mercy and on the couple
of occasions fly-half Richards
hit the post with dropped goal
attempts from 45 yards out.

But despite these close
shaves, I thought Llandovery
just about deserved the glory
at the end of 80 rousing
minutes.

Fourteen points from the
boot of full-back Eurig Morgan
put Tumble on the road to an
18-10 win over Pontyberem in

very are
just champion!

Courtesy Wyn Williams

the final of the Amman
Valley and District RU Youth
Cup at Cae Carwyn James,
Cefneithin.

A penalty goal by Morgan
was the only score of the
opening half, @nd Tumble
stretched their lead soon after
the break with a fine try from
fly-half Wayne Rithards. Mor-
gan converted.

Morgan added wo penalty
goals to make it 15-0, before
Pontyberem struc! back with
an Eifion Lewis inconverted
try.

Any thoughts of1 com
were dashed win Morgan
kicked his fourn penalty
goal, but Bont foght to the
end and were rewaded with a
second try from ight wing
Lewis. Scrum-hal Richard
Hardy converted.

It means that Tmble have
completed an unte treble,
with the firsts, stonds and
youth winning therespective
League Cup competions‘

last Wednesday at Stradey
Brewers West Wales Rugby Union Ci
the first time in the club’s history.
Second row Dai Thomas and Phil D

Llandovery 12 Vare

"k

LLANDOVERY capped a

throughout, giving their side much
in the loose, with wing forward
Llandovery displayed greater con
Section A champions, where the
sides lay. X
Playing with the elements in the
most of the early ‘Pressurc, .
ominously powerful in the scrun
It was Llandovery who drew first b
crossed in the corner, supporting No. 8}

a scrum.

But Vardre came back
scores with a try by pro
interpassing amongst
The second half pre

ate that young outside half “
ce hit the post with drop goals attempts.

A knock-on near the posts led to Llandovery's second try, when

{ Cifi hes.
i i = oo for scrum half Eifion H.ug’
N, 8 e t‘tt‘l‘\lesnt'l?:;\ back with a Jamie Richards

Althou‘g:h Var et;:ag!ed the game when powerful second “n‘)w |
Byn W crashed over the line following a strong surge.

Wyn Williams
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et ' % Above: The victorious Llandovery team celebrate thelr S(radey Park success. Right
=] Flanker Elfyn Jenkins, to the delight of the Llandovery contingent puts his side in front.
Below: Scrum half Eifion Hughes scores try number two as his team-mates celebrate.

Llandoverv
taste glrv

Vi

5 &

| ~ P, =

break Llandovery’s
nd Tumble's Lewis
irther penalties,and |
s led 10-6 at half- } =

on the resumption ot
another Williams 2
A.

Champibns
Llandoveryl

“
l.

Llandovery skipper (.craim “mhms hnlds the “m,
Wales (,hamp)onshm Shield aloft after his side had beaten
Vardre in the play-off final at Stradey by 12 points to 7.
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maseerashed |

vilhe | vn Thomask :
d try in the |

n unconverte

JVERY, last “sea-
Nelsh Brewers West
igby League cham
 themselves trailing
Ppoints to nil a

wnlais led at half-time by
useful 7-3, with wind advan-
ching to their favour after

1

ed. Ystradgynlais con-
to dominate as the match
re on and underlined their st
iority on the way with a furthy
0 g from Kevin Davies, conve
& stroke of ‘half-time by Gary Jones, who also kic
dgynlais increased their lead penalty. : 3

" LLANGENNECH are the
~_convincing 22-10 defeat of

- Llandovery found the Ll‘m
‘nech threequarters in outstanding
“form, Mark Doran, Iwan. -
- Alwyn Bowen all scor

tries, and the reliable boot "i‘lnl;r‘nble; Lev

g Clement convertin s : T
g L ! 5. SON, 3 25, Sy =L y n re
d kicking two penalties. Llan- P> Tl B ,5-;_;-_-”.55“ |

¥'s points came from two o ot g for the game’

illiams penalties and a Llandove
: ry cor
‘Williams try. strongly to ho

leaders in Section A after their
r’s West Wales Champions, Llandove:y. =2

-
'DIe”
.

2
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. WVere “the “shock team of the scason as they sank Ne

- a"_\‘pr.'i Ay 2 \_V‘POI'I'S CUB
“vital ¢ Bip, o abdungeetRUIcin; influcnce of neu-%ﬂh erry Sne

{\ "l:'HIS weeke .'llocal :
their usual le :

P P e TN

: _champion rafor-vistimg-Porthicawl. Llandovery
points ¢ on CUPW again as are another local club who have produced giant Killing acts during
get iny the annu chweppes WRU the last few'seasons, but this time they have to travel to Tumble,

e Wi a0 mean-cup-fighters,

~ ¢competition. ey el
S - g o . Perhaps it is rather unfortunate that two local sides should meét
- The immediate goal is to win the first two rounds so that once  each other at this early stage of the competition but the clash at
ez; can get to gné)s with the big clubs when they come into Mynydd Mawr Park should be one of the best matches of the first
@y in the third round. . : = round.
' The exploits of such clubs as Penclawdd, Seven Sisters, _Seven Sisters and Vardre should prove far too strong for
| " Llandovery and Ystradgynlais are well chronicled in the short visitors Blaengarw and Builth Wells while Llangennech, brim-
history of the Schweppes Cup competition and this year will again ming with confidence after recent successes against Maesteg and
undoubtedly produce a giant killing act and the local clubs can be New Dock Stars should account for the challenge of the students
guaranteed to_give good account of themselves. of Cardiff University.

With the Amman Valley clubs, Amman Utd, Ammanford, A few seasons ago, Ystradgynlais came within a whisker of
Brynaman and Cwmgors all having ground advantage, there is no capturing the scalp of the famous Scarlets, but this time they
reason whatsoever why they should not all succeed and move into travel to meet an “Unknown” challenge from Newport HSOB.
the second round. Similarly, Llandybie, on their own patch Glais, Gowerton and Cwmllynfell alsoiavc to travel and will do
should prove too strong for Heolal-Cyw. well to avoid defeat at the hands of Taffs Well, Tonyrefail and

Penygroes will carry the WWRU banner to far flung North Ystrad Rhondda respectively.

Wales where they will do well to lower the colours of the A few weeks ago, Lampe
invariably fit studen ‘Bango! wmy. whi E

ter Town and Trimsaran joined
ague_and they now have the

Page 8
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)

(thletic are now
‘est of wave, and
ni-final confront

palaic b

Tumble 12
Llandovery 17 -
LLANDOVERY
TURNED the early-
season form book upside
down on Saturday, visit-
ing Tumble in the first
round of the Schweppes
Welsh Cup and return-
ing with a memorable

17-12 success.

With two early-season defeats
already behind them. Llandov-

~Tumbleh
floored

ery moved quickly into the
lead against a Tumble side that
has won both their opening
Championship fixtures.

After just two minutes play,
Llandovery won a scrum on
half-way, and from a resulting
penalty, fly-half Carwyn Wil-
liams was able to open the
scoring with a towering kick.
Tumble were forced to wait
until the 28th minute to open
their account, full-back Wyn-
ford Lewis putting over a
penalty to level things up. but
Llandovery continued to press,
and when Alan Thomas put
Tumble's Lewis under some
stern pressure, fellow centre
Huw Thomas was able to cross
for the game’s first try.

Llandovery continued to battle
strongly to hold Tumble’s tra-
ditional scrummaging strength
at bay, and with Ian Jones and
Wyn Williams dominating the
line-outs, they began to set up
a flow of quality possession.

Before the break Llandovery’s
Williams and Tumble's Lewis
swopped further penalties, and
the visitors led 10-6 at half-
time.

Directly upon the resumption

however, another Williams
penalty and an individual try
by hooker Wyn Morgan put
Llandovery into a formidable
17-6 lead.

Tumble though were far from

ready to concede defeat, and
with skipper and scrum-half
Arwel Davies summoning his
back row increasingly into life,
Llandovery were forced into
some stern defence, in which
they were largely very suc-
cessful.

Only when second row man

Brian Hughes burst over for a
try converted by Lewis did the
visitors defence crack, but
their supporters then had to
endure twelve long minutes of
injury time before being able
to herald their well-merited
victory.

® Llandovery flanker Elfyn Jenkins sprints clear during his side’s shock 17-12 Schweppes Welsh

Cup win at Tumble on Saturday.

Page 9

».



LLANDOVERY CAME back
down to earth after their
inspired Cup victory over/
Tumble the previous week

as they travelled to Bryn-

I- * coch and lost 9-3. i

T i a hard but always clean game,

Llandovery played into the
wind in the first half and trailed -
at the break 9-0. i
Bryncoch established and kept
their superiority at forward
and were in the main sha
to the loose ball as well as
dominating the line-outs and®
scrums.

B ke e ¥

Llandovery did reduce the deficit
carly in the second half with a
Carwyn Williams penalty, but
Bryncoch remained solid in

defence, and there was no
further score.

Courtesy Wyn Williams

At last!

WELSH BREWERS

CHAMPIONS Llandovery

recorded their first Sec-

tion A points of the season on

Saturday as they defeated Dun-
vant 10-9.

An early Richard Vaughan
penalty gave Dunvant a quick
advantage, but by the interval,
Llandovery had edged in front by
way of an unconverted Elfin Jenk-
ins try.

Carwyn Williams put the home
side further ahead
with a penalty and a drop goal, but
Dunvant hit back stron

from Malcolm Jones,

er the break ymand for the opening exchanges,
g&i?corge looking a class player
“with . on

Llangennech go back into
second place after winning 12-10
at Seven Sisters despite havin
scrum-half Kevin George sent off
after just fifteen minutes. Dyfri
Clement hit an early Llangennec
Fenalty before Gwyn Thomas

evelled with the penalty awarded
after George had been dismissed.

Llangennech had been in com-

is return from Aberavon, but

fight developed, with the depleted
Llangennech pack more than
holding their own.

Wing forward Nigel Phillips
crossed for Llangennech following
some fine mauling from the seven-
man pack, and a touchline conver-
sion from Clement made the inter-
val score -9-3.

Seven Sisters came back -
ly from the break,

g
Llangennech back, and goi j
front through a penalty a
corner try from a scrum. J

minutes from time however, a
Clement penalty ensured

nech of the points, and com
mned Seven g’s‘i’::rs to their
consecutive home defeat. *©

try - aiter he'd gone, a forward dog-
verted by full-back Vaughan.‘n,..g S—

Dunvant continued to piess,
and could well have snatched the

Back |

in the dying seconds when a
mhan penalty attempt came

b.cl.‘l‘al‘:tfi%\?:ryug\;)%?h&eld on fora down to
ve?e welcome first League win. ea rth |

ction Champions Vardre
however slumped to a 22-9 defeat

LLANDOVERY CAME back
down to earth after their

on their visit to Bryncoch.
inspired Cup victory over/

The home side sealed their suc-
Tumble the previous week

cess with tries from Phil Jones and
Paul Morgan, along with droj
as they travelled to Bryn-E
coch and lost 9-3.

oals from Paul Jones and Nigel
illiams, while Mike Davies
added a convcrsioil: z:ln;:! trvo penal-
ty goals. Vardre had little ansWer o 4 hard but always clean game. |
on the day. Llandoverv nlayvpd intrg\ thall

Back in
business

REARRANGED SCHWEP-
PES CUP games meant that
the weekend’s Section A prog-
ramme was reduced to just
three matches, one seeing
Llandovery confirm their
steady return to form with an
impressive 20-8 win away at
New Dock Stars.

T landavary tanl an aarlu hald
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Back in
business

REARRANGED SCHWEP-
PES CUP games meant that
the weekend’s Section A prog-
ramme was reduced to just
three matches, one seeing
Llandovery confirm their
steady return to form with an
impressive 20-8 win away at

. New Dock Stars.

:

v

Llandovery took an early hold, -
left-wing David Giles, a convert
from Carmarthenshire League
soccer side Llandovery Town run- |
ning in for two fine first-half tries.
David Hunter replied with a tryF
for the home side, and Llandovery
led 8-4 at the break.

s .
A
4]
B

Llandovefy continued to domin- |
ate from the re-start, Giles takin, 4

% his try tally to three, while Phil

i good line-out work undfpassing*

00 D

Davies kicked a penalty and con-
version, and Carwyn Williams a
penalty. ]

New Dock scored one further
try through Phil Morgan, but
Llandovery ran out comfortable
winners. !

Llangennech’s recent con-
tinued as they went down 17-7 at
Dunvant.

Llangennech in fact led 7-6 at |
half time, scoring an early try aftes |

between the backs. .

Dyfrig Clement added a penal
ty, while Keith Eaton kicked two®
penalties for Dunvant. In the
second period though, Dunvant |
fresh from their famous victory]
over Swansea the previous weck
ran away with things and emerged}
victorious ;
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Push-over

' minnows
no chance

By JOHN BILLOT
Newport 41 pts, Llandovery 6

PERHAPS ONE day the push-over try will b
.outlawed like the flying wedge. It is not so muc
that the push-over is dangerous to life or limb
but it is about as creative as an incinerator.

Furthermore, it will always give the heavier packs o
most of the major clubs an enormous advantage agains
the minnows of the Schweppes Cup. Newport exemplifie
this in overpowering Llandovery at Rodney Parade in th

third round.

Certainly there is a real danger
that someone one day could suffer
very serious injury when front rows
collapse and the momentum of the
drive rolls on over them. Not all
scrums are collapsed deliberately
as the reluctantly retreating pack
attempt to resist the pressure.

There is no doubt that spectators en-
joy a scrum drive as much as the driving
forwards. But we also enjoyed the fierce
aggression of the flying wedge.

As a variation to the subtle skills of
the elusive runner or the charge of the
physically strong attacker on the burst,
the scrum drive has it moments, to be
sure; and Newport are among the teams
who have employed it extensively over
the years.

They used it to destroy Llandovery
and now Bedwas can expect to ex-
‘perience it in the next round. Scrum

| half Tony Coombs pounced for two of

| his three tries from irresistible shove
power as Roger Powell’s pack took com-
plete command.

David Waters, as ever, was a source
of regular lineout possession while his
scrummaging and open drive is never
less than selflessly directed. Flying
Glenn George, excellent No 8 Paul Ro-
berts and purposeful props Frank
Hillman and Rhys Morgan all contrived
to exert total supremacy.

Llandovery's Wyn Williams refused to
recognise that Newport's pack were in
command. Maybe he has seen service
with the Foreign Legion because ‘March
or Die’ appeared to be his motto and
midway through the second half this
second row stalwart went on a lone, long
charge-about that really rocked the
home defence.

TOP CUP TEAMS
ARETOPPLED

TWO OF last season’s semi-finalists |
were knocked out in Saturday’s second
round of the Welsh Brewers Cup. Fleur-
de-Lys lost at home 16-6 to Panteg while
Newbridge United went out 13-10 at =
Whitchurch. Markham defeated former |
cup-holders Caerleon 13-10.

ST TR

No 8 Nigel Clarke surged across from
a close-up lineout for the visitors' only l
try and Carwyn Williams added the goal |
points. Scrum half Randall Jones wasa
tireless tackler and coverer while wing |
forwards Chris Davies and Elfyn |
Jenkins never relaxed their harrying. |

David Pitt caused the Llandovery de-
fence considerable concern with his
midfield energy while full back Jo-,
nathan Callard produced one burst of
bewildering dodging and swerving that
had us thinking nostalgically of some
such marvellous moments by Roy Bur-
nett of yesteryear.

Alas, the golden days of Newport's
brilliant back divisions are long gone
and until they return we must expect
the forward steamroller to see them
through as the caretakers of a once-
great team.

Coombs (3), Chris Manley (2), Roger '
Powell, Jonathan Callard, Guy Putland
and Marc Batten scored the nine tries
and Callard converted one and put over
a penalty goal. But goal-kicking is ano-
ther lost art at Rodney Parade these
days — so they won't want any legis;d

lation curbing their push-over power,

Page 11
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@® Moment of glory. Llandovery No 8 Nigé-"Cio‘rke (oBove) rdr'ive's ;w‘é.r fonz his teatﬁ“'s only |
try at Newport. Jonathan Callard (below) swoops for one of Newport’s nine tries. Pictures
by staff photographer Clive Lewis.
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LEADERS TUMBLE tight-
ened their grip still further at
the head of the table, their
28-16 victory giving them a
season’s double over Dunvant. be outdone, landing a drop

Tumble began strongly as ever  underline his side’s seco
and built themselves a comfort- = vival and claim the poin
able interval advantage. * dovery now move off

‘Mike Davies opened the scoring | 1 of the table to be reg
with a try converted by full-bacg - by Kidwelly. -
~Wynford Lewis, and there were @‘adgynlais pushed tl
further first-half touchdowns for | into third place with
the Section A ) om ' | 15-10 victory at N
Arwel Davies and Peter Watts.

Full-back Hugh Davies struck radgynlais’ strong
two penalties for Dunvant to make  re brought quick rews
the interval score 16-6 in Tumble’s FX L (e :
favour, but the home side se.
“their victory after the break with a
drop goal from outside half Wayne
Richards, and Lewis sustained his
kicking accuracy to comglete a
personal points tally of 13. ]

Dunvant’s Neil Bowden crossed
for a late try with Davies adding
two penalties.

Llangennech remain second in
the table following their compre-
(I;ensive 26-3 disposal of Llan-

overy. v

Llangennech got their attacking
effort into gear early in the game,
and were rewarded with tries from
Teuan Howells, Dyfrig Clement
and Lee Williams, while Mark
Doran added to his try™oy—aise—
kicking two penalties and (wo |
conversions.

Bottom-of-the-table Llandov
had little answer to Llangennech’s
all-round power and co-
ordination, and were restricted to
a lone Carwyn Williams pem_all{é

Ystradgynlais showed “litt
reaction to their Welsh Cup defeat
by Cardiff the previous week as
they eased to a 14-0 victory ovex

idwelly.

I, They were 10-0 in front at the

~ break, Carwyn Hopkins, brother
of Kevin crossing try, as did
ex-Neath scrum-half Gareth

. Jones. Outside-half David Love
kicked a conversion and sealed
win with a :)13' of his own in the
second period.

|

] Llandov- sing f , as did
s Wlight t the Wiliams, ‘who. aiso added 90

; = o conversions.
- of the table with a = St e Gecaint

me and much-needed . " be outdone. landin
. done, g a dr.
defeat of Bryncoch. goal to underline his side’s secon
andovery did however make a half revival and claim the poin
y found es Llandovery now move off t&
the break.  bottom of the table to be re;
; ed the initiative there by Kidwelly.
converted try, and Llandov- Ystradgynlais pushed
.ry’s only score before turning selves into third place with
und was a try by Hugh Thomas. earned 15-10 victory at N
n the secon ‘however, Stars. s
rey gradually began to piece their Ystradgynlais’ strong
e together, Wyn Morgan cros- pressure brought quick rews

v o



Llandovery RFC Team Records 1987-89 wwo3s
Courtesy Wyn Williams

KIDWELLY 13 LLANDOVERY 16
- LLANDOVERY staged a
rousing comeback in their
relegation duel with
Kidwelly on Saturday to
snatch vietory in the second

Soon after, a fine switch by
scrum-half Charlie Jacob sent cap-

a-‘»‘-é#
tain Peter Williams over for a try,
successfully converted _ly‘.luﬂnn
Edwards. s

Having built up'such a comman-
W so quickly then,

half and keep alive their attempted to kill off their

s s fellow-strugglers with further
?::)l:;s Soefc:ir)?:d;‘ng the drop: ./wavcs of strgng attack towards the

Llandovery line. really beginning to flow, Kidwelly
Kidwelly, with justthree winsto  The visitors held firm from any were relieved to their captain
their credit all season made the s extend the

further break however, and were Williams extend | th's
more promising start to the game, finally able to reduce the arrears droppedigoali™but there was little
and with just ten minutes play when -back Carwyn William: >, as_Llandovery stormed
having elapsed were already 10-0  sent. over“astraightforward within a point of their
in the lead. P Senalty. hosts-at the interval, Carwyn Wil-
The first score came after a Kidwelly remained 10-3 in front liams dropping a goal, and con-
“serum five in the opening seconds, until the half-hour however, when verting a good try by EuncF Evans.
flanker Nigel Williams crashing Williams took the opportunity to The second half proved to be a
through the Llandoyery cover to peg them back still further with a

advantage a

e ds, b ;
, ol Mg capped their
SHirring revival with a fine Nigel
Clark try from a line out, clinching
a victory that propels them up
from ninth to sixth place in the
Section A table.

With Llandovery now at last

gainst strong Llandov-

far tighter affair, Kidwelly seem-

touch down. 2 ____ smartly-taken drop goal. ‘ing content to protect their slim
——dant g - = |
i Section A 1
Tumble travel to Bryncoch* Llandovery 14 ] LLANDOVERY 'wf::rk-
knowing that seven points fro. - New Dock Stars 7 ther 1mp i mt P oid
their last five matches will earn! = 'ward in their battle to av
them a fourth West Wales RU Llandovery completed the dou- In on

€ :
rday as they entertained

the New Dock Stars and ran

out winners by 14 points to 7.

. ble, easing their relegation worries

(Welsh Brewers) Cham- ~ as a result.

pionship Section A title in five| Wyn_ Williams, Wyn Morgan ;
b i and Chris Davies crossed for the
It isn’t plain sailing by any i Llandovery tries, Carwyn Wil-
means, and it’s import £ liams converting one. _
it med | Micky Howells replied with a

Llandovery led by just a single
point at 8-7 following a tight and

kick-off the run-in with max- B

imum points tomorrow.

The Magpies walloped the
opposition 26-7 at Parc Y

ynydd Mawr earlier in the
season, and recorded the dou-
ble over them last winter.

I don’t anticipate a land-
| slide, but it would be a major
surprise if Tumble slip-up.

Survival is the name of the
? ﬁme for Llandovery and
| Kidwelly, who are at present
| on the right side of the relega-

tion zone. But it’s a thin line
| which divides them from the
bottom three — Bryncoch,
Seven Sisters and Dunvant.

Llandovery aim to complete
the double over visiting New |
| Dock Stars, having alread

beaten them 20-8. The Doc

crashed 20-0 at Llandovery
last time around, and their
record there is poor.

*_try, while Jeff Williams kicked a
penalty.

Page 14

competitive first period, lock Wyn
Williams and Wyn Molcfan both
crossing for tries, while Mike Han-
well scored a try for the Stars, with
Jeff Williams adding a penalty.

In the second period however,
Llandovery made full use of wind
advantage, running in further tries
through Chris Davies and Carwyn
Williams to seal their success and
iconsolidate their sixth position in
the table.
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jumped three
places to the head
of the Section D
table of the Llanelli
and District Rugby
Union Cham-
pionship following
¢ their 19-4 victory
" over bottom club

f Penygroes on
- Saturday.
k’ Llandovery ran in

three tries, from flanker
David Bancroft, hooker
Mike Owen and centre
Tim Williams, while
full-back Carwyn Jones
sent over a penalty and

LLANDOVERY

tWO conversions.
~ R

P ————————
In the only game
in the West Wales

tion from Section

——

eight Les Rutherford.

. landovery’s victory
moves them up to fifth in
the Section A table, easily |
“their highest position so far |-

3 this season.

layed
ham-
plonshlp Llandovery
greatly increased their
chances of avoiding relega-
as they |

:vercame Ystradgynlais 10- §

Wing Eirian Jones scored
the Llandovery try, with
“arwyn Williams kicking

y.two nalties, while the
| stradgynlans score
| was a try from number

T

untles t
. agam
bmkelhire make a third at-

mpt to beat the weather am
ly their Welsh Counties senior

HENSHIRE

By Ian Davies

HALF of the Tovali West
Wales RU Cup first round ties
were called off because of
waterlogged grounds, includ-
ing the top Gwendraeth
Valley clash at Pontyberem,
but Llandovery’s encounter at
Abercrave survived.

Llandovery defied the con-
ditions to power their way to
a 14-4 win.

All three Llandovery tries
| came in the opening half,
. with lock Wyn Williams, prop

Phil Davies and flanker Chris
' Davies crossing. Carwyn Wil-
| liams added one conversion.
~ With the Park being declared
| unfit, Carmarthen Quins moved
| up the road to Abergwili to
 play their tie against Morriston.
" That was hardly playable,
| but the Quins aren’t complain-
! ing. Scrum half Simon Rogers
| helped them to a 6-0 success
| with a penalty in each half.
| Llandeilo virtually clinched
| promotion from Section D of
| the West Wales RU (Welsh
| Brewers) Championship fol-
| lowing their 12-0 victory over
. Furnace United at Cae William.
It was oneway traffic
throughout, with Andrew Davies
Neville Harries and Jonathon

B . .

andovery power

1s enough

David going over for tries.

Inspn‘atnon of the Llandeilo
win were flanker Owen Richards
and scrum half Dafydd Richards.

Results
West Wales Cup

1st Round: Abercrave 4,
Llandovery 14; Alltwen 0,
Vardre 16; Bynea 18, Pontar-
dawe 0; Carmarthen 6, Morris-
ton 0; Dunvant 0, Glynneath
14; Penclawdd 20, Amman
Utd. 7; Penygroes 0, Ystrad-
gynlais 6 (abandoned 35
minutes); Waunarlwydd 13,

Loughor 0.

Championship
Section C: Felinfoel 15,
Llandybie 13.
Section D: Llandeilo 12,

Furnace Utd. 0.
Llanelli & District
Section C: Blaenau 4,

Ferryside 12,

Section D: Llandovery 11,
Laugharne 9.

With four Llanelli and

District RU Cup first round
ties still waiting to be played,
twenty teams went into the

hat for the second round
draw.

Holders Tumble enjoy home
advantage against either Llan-
gennech or Ammanford, but
Carmarthen United have to
take the road to Llandeilo.

Second Round ties:

Aberaeron v Kidwelly; Betws
v Llansawel or Tycroes;
Burry Port or Mynydd y
Garreg v Ferryside; Hendy v
New Dock Stars; Llandeilo v
Carmarthen Utd; Pantyffynon
v Llandybie or Carmarthen
Druids; Penybanc v  Amman
Quins; Tumble v Llangennech
or Ammanford.

Ties to be played on or
before Saturday, February 27.

In the draw for the
championship play-offs, Section
A champions Tumble meet
the Section B kingpins in one
semi-final.

The other throws together
the Section C title winners
against either Llandeilo or
the Section D champions,
who meet in a preliminary

clash.

Morriston visit town for the
second week running, hoping
for better luck against Car-
marthen Athletic tonight (Friday)
in a West Wales RU (Welsh
Brewers) Championship Section
B fixture. The match takes
place under lights at the
Park.

A sprinkling of West Wales
teams are also in action today
with friendlies, most of them
against Scottish opposition.

Fixtures
West Wales

Section B: Carmarthen
Athletic v Morriston.

Friendlies: Ammanford v
Lismore; Bryncoch v Murray-
field; Cefneithin v Peebles;
Cwmgwrach v Lasswade; Hendy
v Llangennech; Llandybie w
Grangemouth; Pontarddulais
v Perthshire; Pyle v Mumbles;
Seven Sisters v Dumfries;
Tonna v -Currie; Wlnﬂand v
Tinnble

—
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TRAILING to an)
early penalty by full-
,; back Richard Hop-|
kins, Llandovery
fought back to beat
Llandybie 13-7 in the
Final of the Amman
Valley and District
Youth RU ‘Granada
Trophy’ knockout
competition at Cae
Carwyn James, Cef-
neithin.

Full-back Hywel
Jones kicked a penalt
to make it 3-3 at half-
! time, and Llandovery
i went in front for the

first time through an

unconverted corner try
by wing Martin Pritch-

ard in the opening mi-

nutes of the second half.

Jones landed a couple
more penalties to put
Llandovery 13-3 up, the
second awarded for
stamping against hook-
er Ian Lloyd who was
sent off.

Despite being re-
duced to 14 men Llan-
dybie staged a grand-
stand finish, and prop.
Christopher Jones gave
his side new hope by
forcing his way over
wide-out.

{ Llandybie had their
sights on a replay, but
were thwarted by the
first class tackling of
their rivals.

Ian Davies

e Llandovery team that won the Amman Valley Granada Youth Trophy, beag
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Llandovery have
dropped a pre-
season bombshell
by pulling out of
the West Wales
Conference to con-
centrate on the first
division of the Par-
ker Plant Hire Car-
marthens E
County Cham-

| _ mnls)gm*ﬂtq'

backward steps, but
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the decision was forced
upon them after only
four of last season’s
squad declared them-
selves available. The
present crop, under the
uidance of skipper
alcolm Page, aren’t
strong enough to com-
pete in the Premier divi-
sion of the Conference.

Pwll are firm favourites to

retain the Parker Plant

Hire crown, but you can

st assured that Trim-
saran, Llanelli Wander-
ers, Llandovery and

ibly Johnstown will |
m them hard. Car-|
marthen Athletic have
withdrawn.

After being re-admitted
into the second division
Llandybie found little
support in the village,
and took the sad deci-
sion to withdraw with-
out bowling a ball.

Relegated Penygroes
should bounce straight
back as champions, but
it's going to be a battle
royal for the other
promotion spot.

A VIS

' THIS opening fixture in
| the West Wales Section B
| sector was a most disap-
| pointing affair, dominated
| by a gale force wind and
| squally showers.

| The large crowd had
little to cheer in a forward-
dominated encouter, and it
was soon clear that the
scoreboard would not tick
over quickly.

With the elements behind
them half backs Geraint
and Carwyn Williams kicked
intelligently for Llandov-
| ery pinning the Athletic in
| their own 22 for long
periods.

Carmarthen Ath. 3
Llandovery 6

The red and black had
begun in an enterprising
fashion but could make
little headway in the face
of determined tackling.

The vital score came
when scrum half Carwyn
Williams slipped through a
flat-footed defence to touch
down and convert his own
try.

Robbie Jones reduced
the deficit with a well-
judged kick after the
interval and the home side
briefly stepped up their

work rate seeking a winn-
ing score.

The Athletic lineout jum-
pers Richard Byng, Viv
Davies and Keith Jones
won some good ball in

increasingly difficult cond-

itions, but some indifferent
kicking and handling cont-
ributed little to the cause.
With the last kick of the
match Robbie Jones had
the opportunity to equalise

 Athletic suffer from |

bad case of wind

WITH TUMBLE'’s |
oblems continuing on |
aturday with their
i second defeat of the sea- |
| son, at home to Vardre |
| (see back page), Llan-|
dovery too suffered a |
disappointing afternoon, |
going down 15-10 at|
. home to Bryncoch in the |
{ battle of the sides rele-

gated from Section A last |
| time. i

enal

but the cross-wind took the

ball wide of the posts.
On Saturday the second
league fixture is away at

Hendy, when skipper Rich-

ard Lewis will hope for a
better result - and better

| weather!

WAUNARLWYDD 11, LLANDOVERY 33

LLANDOVERY swept to the top of the Section B
table in impressive fashion at the weekend as they
pulled away from a battling Waunarlwydd in the
second period to record a comfortable success.

Prior to Saturday’s game, Waunarlwydd were joint

With Llandovery still a little rocked by that unexpected

side’s favour.

setback, Waunarlwydd took the opportunity to go in front
for the first time in the game, Stuart Hart being sent over
for an unconverted try to make the score 8-6 in the home

Determined Llandovery quickly forced themselves back

leading try-scorers in the section, but it was Llandovery,
fresh from their 26-4 defeat of second-placed Morriston the
previous week, who deservedly went in front in the tenth
minute, capping a period of pressure with a fine drop-goal
from outside-half Geraint Williams.

Waunarlwydd though were enjoying a largely even share
of the game, two penalty chances from reasonable posi-
tions being missed by inside half Steve Vickery, and they
were made to rue tf\;ose misses as Llandovery bolstered
their lead by way of a penalty in front of the posts from
Carwyn Williams.

Waunarlwydd eventually got their names on to the
scoresheet, but largely due to a misunderstanding in the
Llandovery ranks — the visitors thinking a penalty was

| being taken only to see the ball whirped out to Joe Bendle

who ran over to score unopposed in the corner.

ahead once again however, number eight David Giles
recording their first try and Carwyn Williams slotting over
the conversion to give them a narrow 12-8 lead at the end
of an evenly-contested first period.

In the second half, Vickery sent over a penalty for
Waunarlwydd, but gradually Llandovery began to take a
grip on the game, winning the bulk of quality possession
and adding three further tries, Hugh ql’homas crossing
twice in addition to a penalty try being awarded by the
referee.

David Giles meanwhile added a penalty and Carwyn
Williams took his points tally to 12 with a penalty and two
further conversions. Llandovery then ran out 33-11 win-
ners to move top of the table and serve ample notice of |
their intention to return to Section A at the earliest
possible opportunity.
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Table toppers!

Hendy 4pts, Llandovery 26pts i
LAST YEAR, Llandovery considered themselves very unlucky to have
been relegated from the premier section, but from the evidence of their
early-season form they look ready to rectify that injustice at the first-time
of asking.

Their latest victims were
Hendy who were compre-
hensively beaten at Hendy
Park by the overwhelming 3
margin of a goal, two tries  sheet, Hendy’s main pro-
and four penalty goals to a  tagonist was undoubtably

this stage of the proceed-
i‘t{,gs, the younger of the

illiams boys threatened
to monopolise the score

ling at speed enabled right
wing Martin Rees to sprﬂl‘t
away before squeezing in at
the corner. '

Lock Ian Jones and number
eight David Giles started

satry. the older Williams, at fly
3 - 7 half — Geraint, whose pin-
The basis of victory was oint kicking kept the
sealed mn the first quarter Eome side pegged ten yards
when skipper and flanker  from their try line for long
.. Chris Davies spearheaded  periods.

. an atlout forward onslaught Although-Hendy- at this

on the home line and v
although the early territo- 5ta8€, through the fine

rial advantage was not im- suping-o locks Ripanood
mediately converted into {)awes and /Mige THOweLls
points, the unrelenting . WeTe able to control the
3 re eventually paid di- lineouts for scrum half Phill
vnp!deessnuds. Mcquire to clear to touch,
After the home side had €Y were unable to break
been forced to concede the territorial stranglehold
gnllty goals, scrum half _@nd during the initial forty
“arwyn Williams duly minute period, Hendy's
obliged with a brace of visit to the Towy Valley
ful attempts before &_322 was limited to two
demonstrating his running =~ SOTtics-

monopolising lineout
session andgwith the 3?3:
liams brothers kicking
accurately and sensibly in
support, the visitors eﬁ(
continued to rumble for-
ward. :

A fine blind-side break
and pin-point accurate
%;ubber kick by Geraint

illiams enabled Martin
Rees to take advantage of a
hesitant home defence to
get his second touchdown
and with Carwyn Williams
addinﬁ the conversion and
a further two penalty goals
the visitors were as good as
past the post.

A tremendous combined

downfield move by fthe

skills by racing away on the ~ On ‘the“strokc of half-  home eight enabled

short side from 20 yards for time, the visitors three-  Aled Jones to crash over
a super, individualist un- quarters suddenl clicked for an excellent unéon-
converted try. Although at into action and hand-  verted try. -

o 4 %

andovérY's'Cérwyr; Williams races aw to put his side on attack durin the
Section ‘B’ match at Hendy which resulted in another emphatic win for ‘Dovery
23pts to 4. ~__Phota:
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LLANDOVERY owe their place in the third
round of the Schweppes WRU Welsh Cup to an
,”m'y-time try from right wing Martin R

rich helped them edge out battling Porthca
the Central Glamorgan League 15-12 in a tight
tussle. <

Porthcawl made the early running against a Llandov-
ery side currently going so well in Section B of the West
Wales Championship, and led 12-6 at half-time, Llan-
dovery’s points having come from two Carwyn Williams

lties.

In the second period, a further Williams penalty
brought Llandovery to within three points at 12-9, but

ite some determined pressure, they looked to be

‘heading for defeat until Rees dived over during injury
time, Williams converted, and Llandovery had been

saved at the last ' moment.
| Po ] ong irip to North Wales proved
. they we ten 12-9 by Mold, whilst {
 Brynaman slipped to defeat by the same narrow margin |
away at Tonvrefail.
Llangennech though returned triumphant from their

}trlp to Pontyclun, going through by a comfortable

27-12. 3>
~£pite trailing 4-3 at half-time, Vardre booked their
| passage into round three with an ultimately s
enough 22-10 success over Abercrave. Vardre went in”
| front on 15'minutes with a Jamie Richards penalty, but
Abercrave were rewarded for some sustained pressure
with an unconverted Mike Davies try before half-time.
| In the second half however, Vardre stamped their
authority on the proceedings with tries from Mark
Todd, Dewi Richards, captain lenan Jones and the
inspirational Martin Probert. Richards added two
- conversions, while for Abercrave, the ex-Neath wing
¢ annion went over for a try and Gwynhefin Evans
“the conversion.
i went out, beaten 36-9 by a very strong
side. Stuart Da‘ﬁé%é;cored the Gorseinon
% con d by ex-Neath centre David Cole. Iveath
! ¢ tries came from Neil Llewellyn (2), Jeremy
Nesbitt (2), Mike Richards, Steve Carter ggw
' Rowlands. Neale Harries and Paul Watkins added {..-
conversions apiece.
Dunvant’s scorers in their 15-10 home defeat b
' Pontypool United were Huw Davies (try) and
'Eaton (two penalties).

e
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Llandovery 18, Ammanford 0

IMPRESSIVE Llandovery got back on the Section B title trail on Saturday
following their surprise defeat at Abercrave the week before as they wore down
the challenge of Ammanford to move to victory.

Ammanford were under
pressure almost from the
start of the game, with the
powerful Llandovery eight
winning the ball almost at
will, and the home side
went in front after ten mi-
nutes as scrum-half Ca
Williams kicked a 30 metre
penalty.

Ammanford were de-
fending with great spirit,

but were forced to spend -

{almost the entire opening
(period inside their own
" half

[ With Llandovery con-
{tinuing to _dominate, their
{seoreline advantage steadi-
|1y grew as @arwyn Williams
|sent over a further three

| T —

penalties in quick succes-
sion.

Five minutes before half-
time, the livewire Williams
was on hand to claim a

ushover try after more
orceful work by the Llan-
dovery pack, and when he
added the conversion, the
home side changed over
18-0 to the good.

As the second half got
under way, Ammanford
were displaying more
vigour and enterprise than
previously, and with an ex-
tra degree of good fortune
could have scored at least
two tries after some fine
handling by their backs

Llandovery failed to add
to their points tally after

the break, although their
threequarters continued to
receive a good stream of
possession from their out-
standing forwards.

For Ammanford, Jeff
Price, Paul Rees, Paul
Watts and Darrel Parkin all
enjoyed outstanding
games, with wing Paul Rees
and scrum-half Lyn Evans
both pulling off try-saving
tackles.

Ammanford are at home
to bottom club Waunarl-
wydd on Saturday, and
look capable of gaining two
valuable points, while on
Saturday's form, title-
chasing Llandovery should
taste success on their trip to
struggling New Dock Stars.

¢ Llandovery’s rugby team, who defeated Ammanford 18-0 in Section B on Saturday.
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Trading places: The
plan that works

IF anyone’s forced to

‘describe Llandovery’s -

rugby players in a
single word, then
versatile is the one

adjective that'll fit best.

What else could you say
when you  consider their
No. 8 is a converted winger
and their fly-half can slip with
the ease of a greased shoe-
horn into the No. 9 jersey.

And the beauty of this
Jack-of-all-trades set-up is
that it works.

For evidence of that you've
only got to look at
Llandovery’s record in the
West Wales Union's Section
B this season — six wins and
just two defeats.

“And for one of them —
the match against Abercrave
— we've got nobody but our-
selves to blame,” admitted

captain’s

Factfile

By ROBERT
LLOYD

coach Alan Walters.

That record put
Llandovery in third spot in
Section B before their game
with Carmarthen Athletic
this afternoon and means
they’re well on course for a
quick return to Section A.

The two examples of their
Jack-of-all-trades style are
David Giles — “a 6 27
winger we've switched to
No. 8,” says coach Walters
— and Carwyn Williams —
“who started the season at
scrum-half and then moved
to fly-half.”

The have-ball-play-any-
where-syndrome is
exemplified by Llandovery
Rugby Club’s most famous
son, Llanelli wing Carwyn

| “You have to respect all

LOCAL PRODUCE
Carwyn Davies.

Davies,

this
afternoon lining up for Wales

who was

against tourist Western
Samoa.

He’s played in most
positions behind the scrum
and has always impressed
with his ability to kick left-
footed penalties from the
right side of the pitch.

“Carwyn is a true product

Name: David Christopher
Davies

Position: Flanker

Age: 23

Ht.: 6’ 37

Wit.: 14 st.

Most respected opponent:

your opponents in West
Wales rugby.”

Chris Davies . . . eagerly
‘ awaiting the Cup clash with

of Llandovery rugby club and

the system we operate here,”™"
coach Walters said. “A
home-grown product, he

captained the Under 16s and
played for the youth and the
firsts before he was asked to
play for Llanelli.”

Walters  is  particularly
proud that the club is now
producing players at a rate to
cope with demand.

“You can’t blame some
players for starting off with us
and wanting to go off and
play for other clubs — in
particular they have some
affinity with Swansea — but
we are now in the position
where we have strength in
depth.

“Our problem has always
been that when we get up
into Section A we have not
got the strength in depth to
sustain our challenge. As
things stand at the moment, I

THE LLANDOVERY CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM
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think things look ~wvery
promising for the club as we
have an excellent squad with
plenty of talented players and
we have the youngsters
coming through.”

Walters, in his first season
as senior coach at Llandovery
and eagerly awaiting the
Schweppes WRU Cup clash
with Abertillery next
Saturday, pinpoints his star
players as No.8 Giles,
flanker Eifion Jenkins, fly-
half Williams, second-row
Ian Jones, full-back Geraint
Williams and captain Chris
Davies, who says “I can't
wait for the Abertillery
game.”

“Everyone plays a key
role, though,” Walters
stressed. “We've got very
committed players in most
positions and the atmosphere
in the club is something that’s
reflected on the pitch.”
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So close ...

LLANDOVERY 3, ABERTILLERY 4

LLANDOVERY’S BELIEF that they could
shock first-class visitors Abertillery in
Saturday’s third round Schweppes Welsh
Cup tie was so nearly borne out as they
put up a rousing display to lose by just a
single point.

The visitors however began strongly, and Llandovery
were forced into some grimly determined defending
to hold their lines. The first scoring attempt fell to
Abertillery after eight minutes, but fly-half Byron
Hayward was wide with his 30-metre penalty.

Abertillery continued to press, and a strong series of
drives by Robert Preece and Peter Crane took play
near the home line, and only a fine tackle by
Llandovery number eight David Giles prevented a
try for right wing David Manley.

Manley was at the heart of another Abertillery thrust,
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but he spoilt some good build-up by passing to a
Llandovery player.

The visitors went ahead when scrum-half Rupert Moon
broke on the blind-side and kicked ahead for
left-wing David Owen to win the race and score an
unconverted try.

Llandovery mouﬁh started the second half poweriuily
as they sought a way back, and set up a good
attacking base inside the Abertillery 22.

From a scrum, Eifion Hughes whipped the ball out to
outside half Carwyn Williams who coolly dropped a
sparkling left-footed goal.

As full-time approached, a by-now buzzing Llandovery
had two chances to seal victory with penalties from
David Giles and Carwyn Williams, but both fell
short of the mark.

Llandovery then bowed out 4-3, but did themselves
?reat credit by their performance, and can con-
idently return to their task of winning promotion
from Section B of the West Wales Championship.

WYN EVANS

® Carwyn Williams, whose drop goal gave
I.landovafy hope of victory over Abertillery in
Saturday’s Schweppes Cup tie before they finally
went down by a

LLANGADOG's Carwyn Davies who marked his Welsh debut with a try against
Western Samoa on Saturday was back at work on the farm this week. v
But it was light duties only as the flying winger recovers from the shoulder injury

which sadly cut short his first match.

“It’s still a bit stiff, but there’s nothing broken. It’s just badly bruised. I've been to
see the physiotherapist and he says I should be all right for the cup game against

Pontyberem on Saturday,” said

arwyn.
Although

was much more frightening."

_ His relaxed mood was clear for all to see in the photographs of Carwyn crossing the
line with a broad smile on his face for his first international try. *Obviously I was over

the moon to have scored but I didn't realise I was smiling

Flcused to have made his debut and score a try, Carwyn was not so pleased
with the final result. “I'm delighted we won, but I don't think we played well as a team,
I was also disappointed that I had to come off,” said Carwyn.

The experience of walking out at the National Stadium wasn't as nerve-racking for
Carwyn as many would have expected. I played there last season in the Schweppes
Cup Final for Lianelli against Neath in front of a world record crowd of 56,000 and that

ender 4-3.
(Photo: Peter Evans
W ST

¢

Looking to his international future Carwyn’s next goal is the international against
Romania in December. “I'm hoping to be in for the Romania match but it's four weeks
away and anything could happen by then. As a player it's not for me to say, but there
could be changes in some positions.™

e Carwyn Davies who scored on his d
5 ;v:y o ored on ebut for
g (Photo: Alan Richards
Page 22
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LLANDOVERY
stormed to a 23-3 home
win over Ammanford in
the second round of the
Llanelli and District RU
Cup. &

Flanker Huw Evans,
No. 8 Stuart Fry and
flanker Wil Workman
crossed for the Llandov-
ery tries, while full-back
Carwyn Jones landed a
conversion and three

enalties. Full-back

ayne Evans kicked a
penalty for Ammanford.

T T——

Llandovery earned a First Round home tie with
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LLANDOVERY hit
ack from their defeat
by Felinfoel on Christ-
mas Eve to beat Aber-
rave 15-3 on Saturday
and get their Section B
promotion drive firmly
back on course.

Martin Rees scored two
of the Llandovery tries,
with Arwel Rowlands grab-
bing one and Carwyn Wil-

‘liams rifling over.a penalty.

- —
e

Ystalyfera as they beat Resolven 19-6. Elfyn Jenkins,
Geraint Williams and Carwyn Williams scored tries.
Carwyn converting two of them and kicking a

~ Friendly feast |

Llandovery 26
Lianelli Presidents XV 26

. A large and apprecia-
tive crowd were treated

to a feast of friendly rug-
_by at Llandovery .las‘

landov

a perfect evening for

playing and watching, the
; ,'?.visitors went into an early
'~ lead through a Gerald Wil-

i

On a

- 10-10. o
o+ That was 10
7Y 3 PR

ery’s

Llandovery quickly hit
back however, Carwyn
Williams crossing for a try
he converted himself. An
Eirion Jones try then put
Llandovery in fr%. before
Domenic Setaro

the visitors to level things:at.

Cary Vil s to sweep

them:into a 22-10 lead.
In the second half

however. the Presidents

them a far greater degreg
forward power, and

w to eat away at
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ssed fog™® converted two, and the visi-}

“ins for o
XV brought on Gareth, strong a
Jenkins himself, so.givil'agf - leamy

Llandovery points cushion}
Left wing Chris Jones|
scored two tries, and}
Bridgend's Aled Williams,
originally from Llandovery.|
got another. Phil Bennett|

tors had crept in front at
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¢ The Phil Bennett LLIli Presidents XV who drew 26-26 at Iandovery last Try. For report, see
back page. _(Phatne: B-2 -
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E LLANDOVERY

still look good value
to gain promotion
straight back to Sec-
tion A as champions
' just one season after
‘being relegated fol-
lowing their impress-
ive 42-6 demolition of

Llandovery RFC Team Records 1987-89 wwo3s
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New Dock Stars on
' Saturday, which took
' them top of the table
l on try count and with

a -
fp?%vulous incumbents

i

Bryncoch. ~ k
Winger Mark Rees |

‘led the Llandovery E

- romp with three tries, |
David Giles claiming

two and Hugh Thomas,
Eifion Hughes and Ian

Jnes one apiece. Carwyn

Williains converted five

| of the eight touchdowns.

| [ P ) -

A Ftal

| L

Llandovery slipped to a
14-12 defeat at Bryncoch,
who down for tr-
ies from Russell amold, |
John Smith and Paul |
Jones, For Llandovery,
full-back Hywel Jones |
kicked two penalties and
converted a David Giles \

‘Tumble tops

Tumble 8. Llandovery 3

MIGH1Y lumble
clinched their fourth
Section A title in five
seasons in a hard
fought win over
bogey side Llan-
dovery.

The mud caked victory
was all the more special for
the Maﬁpics, because the
visitors had already beaten
them twice this year in the
Schweppes Cup and the
championship.

The game, played on
Tuesday afternoon, had to
be switched from Mynydd
Mawr Park to the school
ground in Drefach, because
of the waterlogged condi-
tions.

It was Llandovery who
adapted quickest to the

| heavy ground and driving
| rain, taking an early lea
ugh scrum half Carwyn

‘Williams’s penalty.

But Tumble gradually
fought their way back into
the game and five minutes
before the break full back
Wynford Lewis slotted over
a penalty from in front of
the posts.

The second half was
evenly contested with the
Llandovery forward shar-
ing the spoils in both lines
out and scrums.

But with the scores still
even entering the last 15
minutes Tumble hooker
Errol Price crossed near the
corner for what turned out
to be the clinching try.
Wynford Lewis converted.

Although Llandovery
pressed hard in the last ten
minutes Tumble were nev-
er really stretched and the
final whistle sent their loyal
supporters home singing in
the rain.
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FELINFOEL 17"
LLANDOVERY

LLANDOVERY sur-
rendered an 11-4
interval lead to slip
out of the Tovali
Cup at the second
round stage on
Saturday, beaten
by their great Sec-
tion B rivals of-this
season, Felinfoel.

Llandovery made a
bright and positive

. start and moved

ahead when they won

a penalty, slotted

over by the reliable
illiams.

again went astray,
but Llandovery had
succeeded in building
a -Sromising-looking
11-0 advantage.

Having looked sluggish
early on, it seemed
inevitable that Felin-
foel would begin to
come a little more
into the reckoning,
and so it proved to be
as the home backs
moved the ball
smoothly acrossfield,
and speedy wing
John Goss was freed
to go over in the
corner.

With the conversion
attempt failing
though, L r
were still able to

hold the upper hand
as the game de-
veloped, and were
able to increase their
lead to 7-0 as a neat
attacking raid sent
wing Huw Morgan
over in the corner for
an unconverted try.
Felinfoel were taking a
little time to get fully
into their stride, and
industrious Llandov-
ery enhanced their
victory chances still
further as try-scorer
Morgan swooped
onto a loose ball and
sped away past the
home cover to notch
his second touch-
down of the game.

ﬁ:}andovery continued to  The conversion attempt

change over 11-4 up,
and with every hope
of success.

After the break howev-
er, a revitalised
Felinfoel came in-
creasingly to the
fore, and the Llan-
dovery advantage
was gradually whit-
tled away.

Number eight Mark
Gravelle crossed for
a try as did David
Nicholas, and with
Kevin Thomas land-
ing a penalty and
conversion, Felinfoel
had by the end
thrown off their slow
start to the game to
run out 17-11 win-
ners.
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IN a pre-Easter clash,

the CC Evans XV took
on Llandovery and won
14-10. Both sides fully
deserved the accolades
showered upon them fol-
lowing a keenly fought
game played on a bitter-
ly cold night and in con-
ditions slippery under-
foot. Llandovery opened
the scoring through
second-row Dilwyn
Jones who raced in for a

try, Carwyn Williams
-converting.

T e

' Llandovery

Vardre 12, Llandovery 16

HAVING already gained immediate promo- |

tion back to Section A of the Welsh Brewers
West Wales Championship, Llandovery’s sea-
son of fine achievement continued last week as
they made their way through to the inaugural

final of the new Welsh Brewers Bowl Competi-

| tion with a victory over favourites Vardre.

In the match, played
at Brynaman, Llandov-
ery were well worthy of
| the victory, dominating

both crossed the Llan-
dovery line for tries,
while full-back Jamie
Richards landed two
conversions.

| the lines-out through
| their larger and more

enterprising pack, and
making full use of the
scoring chances that
came their way.
Despite winning little
quality possession, Var-
dre did have their oppor-
tunities, but some loose
passing and catching fre-
quently let them down.
Llandovery number
eight David Giles was in
fine form, and capped a
stirring display with two
notable tries. Fly-half
Carwyn Williams com-
pleted the Llandovery
scoring with two penal-
ties and a conversion.
For Section A Cham-
pions Vardre, Mark
Todd and Andrew Lewis

Courtesy Wyn Williams
CARWYN Williams

was the king of
Llandovery on
Saturday as they
scored a thrilling
22-18 victory over
visiting Felinfoel to
seal them the Sec-
tion B title.

' Llandovery knew how

vital victory w

. finalists Felinfoel,

and fly-half Williams
rose to the occasion in
the grand manner,
notching all 22 of his
side’s points.

That prolific haul came

via three tries, two
conversions and two
penalties, the match-
clinching kick coming

- just five minutes from

against Tovali Gup’”,w the end. The Felinfoel
effort was similarly

~ dominated by one
man, skipper Kevin
Thomas.

; He scored all 18 of their
' points through four

- penal
cony

'vm
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a try and
1. To add to

® Llandovery flanker Elfyn Jenkins stands firm against a Vardre chamo duting
la:t week’'s Weish Brewers Bowl semi-final.
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Felinfoel 13 Llandovery 17
LAST Friday at Stradey Park saw bubbling
Llandovery complete their own season’s ‘‘double’’ as
they added to their already-achieved promotion to
Section A of the Welsh Brewers West Wales Cham-
pionship by becoming the first winners of the Union’s

new League bowl.

The game was lively all
through, and in the final
analysis of play, no-one
could begrudge Llandovery
their well-earned victory.

Llandovery moved in
front early on as some neat
handling sent wing Arwel
Rowlands over for a try,
but Felinfoel hit back.
Half-backs Kevin Thomas
and Richard Williams were
regularly to the fore as
Felinfoel displayed their
customary brand of open,
fluent play, and Thomas
was on hand first to kick a
oenalty, then supply the

e Llando ery

conversion to a fine try by
wing John Goss.

Dependable Llandovery
fly-half Carwyn Williams
then reduced the Felinfoel
advantage to 9-7 with a
penalty, and the lead was
soon to change hands once
more.

Two further Llandovery
tries were to give them an
advantage and an initiative
they were never to lose,
Rowlands and Jones being
the scorers, while Williams
converted one.

Felinfoel fought hard to
draw level again, and were

given the late consolation.

of a second try for wing
Goss.

Courtesy Wyn Williams

. Peter Evans

e Flanker Elfyn Jenkins, who starred for Liandovery in the Welsh Brewers Bow!
final, prepares to make an attacking break. (Photo

wing Arwel Rowlands prepares to

cross the Felinfoel line for the opening

Bowl final.

try of last
week’s inaugural West Wales Welsh Brewers League
(Photo: Peter Evans

. b BN %

e Llandovery are the inaugural winners of the ne
Welsh Brewers West Wales League Bowl after the
had defeated Felinfoel by 17pts to 13 in the fina
Skipper Chris Davies is pictured holding the magnifi,
cent trophy aloft after it was presented to him by Mrs,
Jeff Harris, wife of Welsh Brewers Area Manager.,

(Photo: Alan Richard,,
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Llandovery’s
Sevens glory

SATURDAY’S
WWRU District ‘F’
Sevens as ever pro-
duced some enter-
taining and attrac-
tive rugby, with the
honours going to
Llandovery as they

X out Llandy-
bie 22-18 in a thrill-
ing final.

Holders Llangennech
went out in the First
Round Proper, beaten
9-8 by Llandybie.
Llangennech had earlier

—==asted through the
rreliminary Round as
they brushed aside Pon-
tarddulais 22-0.

Kevin George, the
pick of their players, set
the ball rolling with a
sparkling 50-yard dash
to the try-line, with
other touchdowns sup-

plied by Merddin Phil-
lips (2), Paul Morgan,
and a second from
George. Alwyn Bowen
kicked a conversion.

Llandybie, who’ve
had such a fine all-
round season, were in-
spired by fly-half Mike
Lewis, and looked a for-
midable side as they
swept past Amman Un-
ited 22-4.

Wing Andrew Lewis
crossed for three tries,
with others coming
from Wyn Williams,
and Robert Owen.
Lewis converted two of
the tries.

Penclawdd made ear-
ly progress, beating

owerton 12-8, Ian
Dallimore’s two tries
each being converted by
Gareth Williams.
Gowerton’s score came
from tries by Nick and
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Colin Davies.

Ammanford went out
early, beaten 14-8 by
Brynaman. Jeremy
Lloyd, Nick Jones and
Tim Davies scored the
Brynaman tries, Huw
Williams converting
one.

Cwmgors scored an
impressive and stylish
20-4 First Round win
over Waunarlwydd, and
reached the semi-finals
with an equally empha-
tic 22-0 3cmolition of
Cefneithin in the last
eight, but were edged
out for a place in the
final by Llandybie, 18-
12.

Llandovery’s route to
the final was a 20-8 de-
feat of Gorseinon, a 14-
10 defeat of Pon-
tyberem and a 22-4 suc-
cess against Penclawdd.

2 el .
® Liandovery — who defeated Lland i wi i .
C - ybie 22-18 to win this ‘s District ‘F’
gv&r:rsi gt'lt)':' wtmf:.’ho was played at Gorseinon on Saturday. IT::;swogrse ls)l.:?:)med
vies (front — centre), the tournament being sponsored by Modplan
ichards is pictured middle — b .

whose Managing Director Mr. Hugh R
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® Seen at the Llandovery RFC Presentation dinner are award winners: Wyn
Williams (First team player of the year and players’ player); Stuart Fry (Second
team player of the year); David Giles (Most improved player); Carwyn Williams
(for his 22 points against Felinfoel); Huw Morgan (Most tries); also Carwyn
Davies; John Williams (First Aid); Barry Williams (Welsh Secondary Schools
and Under-15 International) and not in photo is Peter Clark (Second team First
Aid). e e i (Photo: Richard Firstbrook

e T R N T B .‘:‘7-._u-le-- i e e




< &
=, &
Voo yert

Llandovery RFC Team Records 1987-89 wwo3s
Courtesy Wyn Williams

R vy T LUICY

e stars &

Double take...Llanelli and Wales wing Carwyn Davies (above) is pesented
with a portrait of himself by Llandovery RFC chairman, Mr Ernie Prosser.
Carwyn launched his career with Llandovery and showed his appreciation
by handing over one of his coveted international jerseys. Below:
Llandovery’s Welsh Schools international Barry Williams receives a
portrait from Mr Prosser. He also reciprocated by parting with his Welsh
jersey. Pictures: Richard Firstbrook,
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TRUE FORM

Llandovery Ladies 15 Polytechnic of Wales 0

LLANDOVERY Ladies recorded their first home win of their
inaugural rugby season over a slightly more experienced
Polytechnic of Wales side.

The first score came af-
ter a forward rush, which
led to Cath Joseph crash-
ing over for her first ever
try.
The home side’s for-
wards soon put the Poly
under more pressure, re-
sulting in the visitors con-
ceding a penalty, which
scrum-half Meryl Walters
slotted neatly through the
uprights.

Alihough 7-0 down, the

Poly came back strongly,
but some stern defensive
work by the Llandovery
backs kept them at bay.
After another shudder-
ing tackle by back-row
forward Sue Morgan,
centre Sian Davies dis-
played some nifty foot-
work and won the race for
the touchdown to take her
try tally for the season to
five.
- The home side’s scrum-

maging got stronger as the
game prog and
eventually number eight
Joseph claimed her second
try from a pushover.

Llandovery entertain
Newcastle Emlyn at home
on April 7, with the hon-
ours between the sides so
far standing at one each.

The girls would like to
thank match sponsors
GMB trade union.
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